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Prayer for Illumination 

O God for whom there are no barriers, no stones too big to remove, roll away our 

resistance to you.  Let your words fill us with new life and bring us out from the tomb of 

indifference, alive again in you. In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen. 

 

Scripture Readings: 

   Acts 17:24-27 

24 The God who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and 

earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands, 25 nor is he served by human 

hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and 

breath and all things. 26 From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole 

earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the places 

where they would live, 27 so that they would search for God and perhaps grope for him 

and find him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us.  

 

Psalm 66:8-12 (#785, Part Two, Refrain #2) 

  Refrain: God of all, to you we raise  

      this our song of joyful praise. 

Bless our God, all peoples, 

and let the sound of praise be heard. 

  God has preserved us among the living, 

  and kept our feet from stumbling. 

For you, O God, have tested us; 

you have tried us as silver is tried. 

  You led us into the desert, 

  you laid a burden upon our back, 

you let sickness furrow our brow, 

we passed through fire and water; 

  but you brought us out to a land of plenty.  Refrain 

 

   John 21:4-14 
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4 Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples did not know that it 

was Jesus. 5 Jesus said to them, “Children, you have no fish, have you?” They 

answered him, “No.” 6 He said to them, “Cast the net to the right side of the boat, and 

you will find some.” So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in because 

there were so many fish. 7 That disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” 

When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on some clothes, for he was 

naked, and jumped into the sea. 8 But the other disciples came in the boat, dragging the 

net full of fish, for they were not far from the land, only about a hundred yards off.  9 

When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish on it, and bread. 

10 Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish that you have just caught.” 11 So Simon 

Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, a hundred fifty-three of 

them; and though there were so many, the net was not torn. 12 Jesus said to them, 

“Come and have breakfast.” Now none of the disciples dared to ask him, “Who are you?” 

because they knew it was the Lord. 13 Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to 

them, and did the same with the fish. 14 This was now the third time that Jesus 

appeared to the disciples after he was raised from the dead. 

 

These are the words of life, which in faith become the Living Word! 

 

Thanks be to God. 
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 I was around 16 years old when I went on a high school field trip to a 

Youth Hostel in the countryside. I was born and raised in the city of Seoul, 

the capital city in South Korea. The size of the city is a little smaller than 

Toronto, and the population is 10 million. Canadians can only imagine the 

density of the city; it’s a dynamic, complicated, and surprisingly exciting city. 

I had never been out of the city because it is a self-satisfactory city. So, 

when I had a chance to travel out of the city for the first time, I was very 

excited. I insisted on sitting in the first row of the tour bus. One of my close 

friends and I sat together, and we restlessly chatted about trivial things 

while the bus was rolling. It was very common for the youth; but something 

uncommon happened when the bus reached the country roads.  

 I naturally looked outside from the window of the front seat, and I felt I 

knew that road. The scenery seemed so familiar and I even predicted that 

there would be a barn after the big turn. Then there it was, exactly as I 

foretold. This happened several times. My friend was surprised, and I felt a 

little thrilled, and somewhat scared as goose bumps covered my arms. I 

had never been there, because according to my memory, it was my first trip 

out of the city. I couldn’t explain why, and still I do not understand why that 

happened to me. These kinds of experiences have occurred several times 

until now, and I have been trying to ignore that kind of phenomena, 

because I cannot explain them in a logical way.  

  It is not surprising that many people experience something unnatural, 

so psychologists, are the scientists with most responsibility to explain this, 

named it Déjà Vu. “Deja” means “already” and “Vu” means “seen,” so Déjà 

Vu means “I’ve already seen”: I’ve already seen it before. Although the 

psychologists named it, Déjà Vu, they are still trying to understand how and 
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why this happens. According to the scientists, one thing is clear about this. 

I don’t think it is a perfect explanation, but they say, Déjà Vu is the 

imaginary combination of one’s previous memories. That is, humans have 

some level of ability to combine previous memories in an arbitrary and 

random way that may fit to their contexts and situations. In a word, Déjà Vu 

is a mystery.  

 Not only does an individual level of Déjà Vu exist, but we also know 

of a communal level. When hearing of dark news such as the Corona virus 

outbreak or hate crimes of racism, we collectively feel powerless or fury 

against the vicious evil in the world. And the hardships are forcibly recalling 

human efforts against the Spain flu and the dark history of racism. Déjà 

Vu!!! And we humans find common ground through our social 

consciousness. The individual and communal level of Déjà Vu seems to 

occur in the Bible too. Similar incidents, scenes, or people overlap, and 

they find the similarity and coherent points to understand the mysteries. 

Among the Déjà Vu stories, I’d like to share the scene of the third 

encounter of the resurrected Jesus. We know that Jesus had already 

visited the disciples after the resurrection;  

 When they gathered in a room in Jerusalem, Jesus came in, and 

when the disciple Thomas didn’t believe the resurrection, Jesus appeared 

and showed the scars and the marks of the nails. The reason Jesus 

showed his nail marks are not just for showing off but to convince his 

disciples to believe the resurrection and to encourage them to live out as 

his agents and spread the Gospel to the world.  However, the disciples 

were still hesitant about continuing Jesus’ mission because of the 

persecution from the Roman Empire and the Israelites like Saul.  
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 On the day, seven disciples out of the twelve, including Peter, 

gathered. In the afternoon, the fishermen decided to go fishing, but 

throughout the night and until dawn, they surprisingly hadn’t caught any fish. 

Not a single one. They were exhausted and disappointed. When the sun 

began to rise from the East, they decided to stop fishing. “Folks, that’s 

enough today” At that moment, a man, stood on the shore shouted at them; 

“Hello!” The distance between them was far enough to hear only the voice 

but not see the face. So they didn’t know who he was. “Hello people, you 

have no fish, have you?” How did he know? “No~” They didn’t have to, but 

they responded anyway.   

 “Cast the net to the right side of the boat, and you will find some.” 

What? Who is that guy, telling us cast the net to the right side again? 

Would he not know that we’ve already casted the net hundreds of times to 

the right side of the boat? Give me a break! And at the moment, someone 

in the boat was able to recall the scene. Wait a second! I know this 

happened before. Partly with suspicion and partly with desire to believe, 

they casted the net and promptly found out that they were not able to drag 

the net in because there were so many fish. Déjà Vu!! 

 You may remember how Jesus takes Peter as his disciple. When 

Peter and his fishermen didn’t catch any fish all through the night, Jesus 

told them to cast their net to the right side of the boat. When they listened 

to Jesus and casted the net, they caught too many fish to haul. And Peter 

repented his sin and asked Jesus to leave him. Since then Peter became 

Jesus’ disciple. Déjà Vu!!! The same scene happens again. The smartest 

and beloved disciple, John, in the boat noticed right away that the person 

who shouted was Jesus. And Peter, convinced that John was right, jumped 
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into the water and ran to Jesus while the other disciples rowed their boat to 

drag the net to the shore. When they approached Jesus, they all knew that 

he was Jesus who prepared their breakfast. After cooking the fish, Jesus 

took the bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. Déjà 

Vu!!!!  

 The scene of the Lord’s Last Supper! It is interesting that Jesus 

performed the same ritual to the two disciples on the road to Emmaus. But 

this time, the disciples hesitated to initiate the conversation with the 

resurrected Jesus who prepared their breakfast. When Jesus appeared for 

the first time, the disciples were surprised and believed the resurrection. 

When Jesus appeared the second time, they reconfirmed his resurrection 

but were still hesitant to fulfill Jesus’ mission. And when Jesus appeared 

the third time, they instantly felt ashamed because they had done nothing 

for Jesus’ mission. And yet, they soon, became encouraged to do his 

mission.  

  Now here we can learn that Jesus repeated the same actions so that 

they came to believe and recall the memory of the table with serious 

dedication in order to encourage the disciples and to convince them. Due to 

the repetition of his actions, the disciples made their dedication to Jesus’ 

mission and started changing their life into the life of a true disciple. They 

didn’t know how and where to start to the mission, but they decided to do 

something for the mission. Their life from the moments would be a dense 

dark or vague to navigate for the mission. Only they had to do is believe 

and proceed without detailed action plans. And as we read from Acts 

chapter 17, their belief under the life threatening power of the Roman 
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Empire is that Jesus is not far from us, and whenever they search for God 

and grope for Jesus, then they would find Him.  

 Life is full of mystery, and human knowledge is gradually learning to 

understand these mysteries. For some people, the resurrection is hard to 

believe and sounds like nonsense, but we, Christians, faithfully confess that 

it is real. In this sense, our belief is also a mystery. We cannot prove the 

biblical resurrection at the current level of science. Science can’t even 

explain the phenomenon of Déjà Vu that so many people experience. Then 

it would be not logical to undermine the facts and meanings of the 

resurrection, and the life beyond. This is because, for us, it may be a 

mystery but for God, it is natural. And through the resurrected Jesus who 

continually comes to us today, our God reveals his mysteries that are 

inspired by both individual and communal dimensions of Déjà Vu.  

 Would you close your eyes and open your hearts to recall your 

experience of the encounter of the resurrected Jesus? Let us pray. 

 


