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Prayer for Illumination 

Let us pray: Oh God, Your word is a lamp to my feet 

and a light to my path. I have sworn an oath and confirmed it, to observe your 

righteous ordinances.   Let the ancient words wash over us and reside in our heart 

and spirit. Amen. 

 

Scripture Readings:  Psalm 72, Part 1 (VU 790) 

Give the ruler your justice, O God, and your righteousness to the royal heir, 

 for judging your people rightly, and upholding the poor with justice; 

that the mountains may bring forth peace for the people, 

 and the hills, prosperity with justice.  R 

May your anointed defend the cause of the poor among the people, 

save the children of the needy, and crush the oppressor. 

 May your anointed live as long as the sun endures, 

 as long as the moon from age to age. 

May your anointed be like rain falling upon the grass, like showers that water the earth; 

 may your anointed be one in whose days justice shall flourish and peace 

abound till the moon is no more.  R 

 

            Matthew 5:21-24 

 

The author of Matthew’s gospel speaks of reconciliation and the need for it before one 

makes an offering. In other words, before we give to God what is sacred to us, the gift 

needs be given with integrity.  

 
21 “You have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, ‘You shall not murder’; and 

‘whoever murders shall be liable to judgment.’ 22 But I say to you that if you are angry 

with a brother or sister, you will be liable to judgment; and if you insult a brother or sister, 

you will be liable to the council; and if you say, ‘You fool,’ you will be liable to the hell of 

fire. 23 So when you are offering your gift at the altar, if you remember that your brother 

or sister has something against you, 24 leave your gift there before the altar and go; first 

be reconciled to your brother or sister, and then come and offer your gift. 



2 
 

Rev. Andrew K. Lee 
BA, MDiv, IFM/STM, ThM, DSD, PhD(c) 

 

 It was 2008 when my previous church members and I visited one of 

the Ojibway Reserves in Ontario, just North bound of Perry Sound. We set 

up tents in the Community Center in the reserve for two nights and three 

days, and spent time with the kids, playing Korean traditional games.  

 

       

 

We also joined their rally for one of the days and shared a Korean meal at 

the end of the visitation. In the visitation I was surprised by more than a few 

things: First, most of their faces and my congregation members, including 

me were alike. Certainly they are much bigger than me but I can see my 

parents’ face from them. Second, their symbols that they hung around the 

walls were familiar not because I had seen it in stores but because they 

had the same symbol that Koreans have had.  

 

You may have seen it somewhere: it is called Sam-Tae-

Kuk, a.k.a. “Three Tai Chi, 삼태극(三太極),”  and they 

had the same one.  Third, when I was invited to come to 

a house in the reserve, I found their traditional board game and it is very 

similar to a Korean play, called “Yut-no-ri.” Later I found that their original 

language, Ojibwa, is in the same category of Ural-Altai languages as 

Korean language. And Ojibwa shares some words with Korean such as sun 
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and moon. The most surprising thing for me was that no one in the 

community could speak Ojibwa. 

 

 What happened to them? What are their issues and concerns? Most 

of you know better than me, because I recently learned them from books 

and lectures. And I learned that the United Church of Canada joined the 

mischievous acts and until now has been taking responsibilities.  

 

 Canadian Christians were rushed to say sorry to the First Nations 

People; however, Canadian churches have gradually understood that the 

process of reconciliation with the First Nations is beyond unconsciously 

saying sorry. And the claims of the Indigenous shouldn’t be diminished to 

make peace between the First Nations and the new Immigrants. Making 

the Indigenous people silent by monetary compensation is another series 

of systemic violence. The essential steps of reconciliation, therefore, 

include both learning and caring. 

 

 Reconciliation is not just about knowing what happened but must 

include learning from each other. The Canadian society needs to learn the 

traditions and knowledge of the First Nations as the First Nations have 

learned from Western knowledge. In the Christian perspective, 

reconciliatory learning must be the way to finding a co-operative and 

constructive way to fortify our faith and Christian church.  

 

 Actually faith traditions and insights of the First Nations have 

contributed to contemporary and future Christian spirituality especially to 

Western Christianity. In eco-theology, churches borrow the profound 



4 
 

Rev. Andrew K. Lee 
BA, MDiv, IFM/STM, ThM, DSD, PhD(c) 

 

insights of the stories and myths of the First Nations to give Canadian 

spiritual foundation to a  contemporary ecotheology that values the 

importance of the Integration of Creation.  

 

 As I mentioned, the essential steps of reconciliation include both 

learning and caring. That’s right. The second notion, caring is indispensably 

important. If you scraped your knee and go to a doctor, they may apply 

some anti-bacterial medicine as the cure, and they wouldn’t care about 

your heart and feelings. But if you hurt your knee and go to your mom, 

she’ll apply ointment affectionately with care.  

 

 When someone is hurt, would the person want only cure without care? 

Then what about the care-giver? Wouldn’t it be much easier for the care-

giver to cure the hurt without care? People tend to want to “run away from 

the painful realities or to try to change them” quickly. “But cure without care 

makes us into rulers, controllers, and manipulators.”1  That kind of cure 

may easily offend the patient. 

 

 Bible also does speak out on the importance of reconciliation. 

Matthew 5:23-24 says “when you are offering your gift at the altar, if you 

remember that your brother or sister has something against you, leave your 

gift there before the altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother or sister, 

and then come and offer your gift.” Without reconciliation with our brothers 

and sisters, Jesus says, you have to go and be reconciled to them, even in 

the middle of the worship service.  

 
                                                           
1
  Henri Nouwen,  Breadfor the Journey , June 24. 
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 Saying sorry without care of the patient cannot be a genuine cure. 

Acts of curing without care of the patient is an incomplete reconciliation. 

The incomplete reconciliation without caring blocks Christians from a true 

relationship with our God. 

 

 What can we learn, what attitude do we need to have? Jesus 

answers today: leave your gift there before the altar and go; first be 

reconciled to your brother or sister, and then come and offer your gift. I 

hope this amazing teaching of Jesus humbly speaks to you and your life. 

 Let us pray silently. 

                                              


