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Prayer for Illumination  
God of eternity, by the power of your Spirit, speak your Word to 
us this day, that hearing, we may know your truth and live ever 
more faithfully for you. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

 
Scripture Reading  
 

Mark 4:35-41 
Jesus Stills a Storm 
35 On that day, when evening had come, he said to them, “Let 
us go across to the other side.” 36 And leaving the crowd behind, 

they took him with them in the boat, just as he was. Other 
boats were with him. 37 A great windstorm arose, and the 
waves beat into the boat, so that the boat was already being 
swamped. 38 But he was in the stern, asleep on the cushion; 
and they woke him up and said to him, “Teacher, do you not 
care that we are perishing?” 39 He woke up and rebuked the 
wind, and said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!” Then the wind 
ceased, and there was a dead calm. 40 He said to them, “Why 
are you afraid? Have you still no faith?” 41 And they were filled 
with great awe and said to one another, “Who then is this, that 

even the wind and the sea obey him?” 
 

 This is the Words of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
   Thanks be to God. 
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<Children’s Time> 

 Hello my friends! I am really happy that we are almost at 

the end of school and summer vacation is approaching! And also 

we, Ontarians are doing very well overcoming COVID-19. I hope 

we can spend a safe summer, and let’s have summer camp next 

year! 

 Today I brought a very interesting Jesus story in the Bible. 

One day Jesus was on the boat and had a rest. He had spent a lot 

of time with the crowd, teaching something important about the 

Kingdom of God. People were really fascinated with his words, 

but Jesus decided to have a rest. So jumping into the boat, he 

snored! – No, actually there is no description in the Bible saying 

that he snored but I guess Jesus must’ve snored a lot, because 

he was really tired. While he was snoring in the back of the boat, 

his disciples helped him have a rest peacefully by sailing the boat. 

All of sudden dark clouds approached and strong winds came 

upon them. And the winds were getting much stronger and 

stronger. The big waves heavily rocked the boat. The disciples 

were terrified by the wind and waves because they thought they 

might die. They rushed to Jesus and woke him up; “Jesus, my 

teacher!”  They shouted, “We are about to die! Teach us how we 

can do!” When Jesus saw people struggling with the wind, he 

shouted towards the wind and waves: “Peace! Be still!” Then, 

strangely enough, all the wind and waves became calm. People in 

the boat were really surprised and said to each other. “Who then 
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is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?” My friends, 

who is this man? Who is Jesus? Jesus is the Christ our Savior and 

the son of living God. Because he was the son of God, even the 

wind and sea obey him. You know what? It was such a dramatic 

scene in his time. In Jesus’ time, people worshipped nature, such 

as a big rock, big mountain, sea, the sun, the moon, thunder, 

rain, even animals. But today’s story impressed the people in 

Jesus’ time because Jesus showed that nature is not a god but a 

creature that must obey God and his only son, Jesus. For us, 

worshipping a rock or sea seems funny, I know. But they were 

really serious about that, and Jesus showed that nature is just 

one aspect of creation by the creator, God. I think their 

questioning is quite interesting for me: they questioned “Who is 

Jesus?” We know the answer: Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of 

the living God. That is disciple Peter’s answer. Then, what is your 

answer? Who is Jesus? I hope God teaches you the answer. God 

bless you! 

 

<Reflection> 

 Happy Father’s Day! I know your excitement for Fathers’ 

Day is drastically lower than Mothers’ Day. I remember how 

Mothers’ Day looks like: every TV channel promoted gifts that 

mothers may deserve. Children’s affectionate expressions of love 

to their mom catalyze the mood of Mothers’ Day: Now let me 

recall the flyers for the Father’s Day sale for the fathers’ presents: 
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lawnmowers, screwdriver sets, a folding ladder, a 20 ft water 

hose, etc. Hello my kids, I do not need this. I need more personal 

things like cosmetic sets or something, like Mother’s Day presents. 

I am not complaining but stating a fact. One day, I saw my 

daughter who was wasting her time on a Thursday afternoon 

after school. I wanted to warn or at least encourage her to do her 

homework, not wasting her valuable school days. So I 

approached her and said to her like the film Star Wars, “I am 

your father.” And she instantly replied “I’m your daughter.” 

 If her mother had said that, I think she would’ve gone to her 

room, pretending to do something important. It’s not just my 

problem but a common and universal one. We can feel the 

declination of a father’s influence in the modern family. But 

fathers, don’t be too much disappointed because today I brought 

some encouraging words for you from the Bible. 

 One day, after an exhausting time of teachings for the 

crowds, Jesus asked his disciples to go boating on Lake Galilee. 

And he walked to the back of the boat and had a deep sleep. We 

can guess the boat could be big enough to hold more than a few 

people and to have a space for rest. Although it was the first 

phase of Jesus’ public life, the movement was already growing 

and organized. He appointed 12 disciples, and many crowds 

followed. And as we read, when Jesus was on board, according to 

verse 36, “other boats” escorted him. Those boats were not a 

kayak or canoe, but somewhat bigger ones that surrounded him. 
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While Jesus was sleeping, heavy winds stroke the water and the 

boats. All the shipmates were doing their best but, not long after 

they found that it was out of their ability. If we think we can 

manage difficulties, we naturally feel safe, but when we think we 

cannot control them, we instantly feel afraid. 

 When I was a high school student, I joined a summer 

vacation Bible retreat in a rural church. We went to a deserted 

island for two nights. We spent a great time there, although we 

had to fight against super strong mosquitoes that I hadn’t 

experienced in my urban life. On the day of our return, the 

weather was windy and I heard the owners of the returning boats 

worrying about the waves. Anyway, I was on board one of the 

boats and as soon as we departed, the wind got high powered. 

The waves struck one side of the boat and everyone screamed. 

When I saw the other boat, it literally fluctuated and the head of 

the boat repeatedly got submerged and reemerged. When I 

checked my captain’s face, he was totally pale with fear. The boat 

was so old, and just a few people wore life jackets. Whether our 

boat was destined to flip over or not, I had nothing to do. Nothing. 

All I could do was hold the rope as tight as I could. Only the 

person who got the key of the boat could do something although 

he looked like he was almost dead.   

 I can tell the story with smile, but I cannot forget that 

experience; a tremendous fear. Every boat could get sunk. The 

disciples were fishermen and knew how dangerous they were. 
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Captured by life threatening fear, they got paled and cried out to 

Jesus who was a carpenter and was sleeping. Ironically their only 

hope was from the sleeping carpenter. 

 Overlapping my fearful experience, I can feel the disciples’ 

desperate hearts in the boat. And we can tell we all are in the 

same boat of life: isolation, loneliness, separation, physical pain, 

meaninglessness, rejection, family relationship issues, longing for 

acceptance and appreciation, failure, insecure job, debts, death, 

and beyond death. We are in the boat of uncertainty, particularly 

in the time of pandemic. We have problems, and the hardest part 

is that we cannot be liberated, and the issues are permanent. As 

our faith grows, we gradually come to realize that even though 

such fearful things are always around us and within us, they do 

not have the last word. They do not have a perpetual victory over 

us; they do not dominion over us, the children of God, because 

God is greater than the issues; God is greater than the power of 

darkness; God is greater than the impact of natural disasters.  

 After rebuking the wind and the wave, Jesus said to the 

disciples: “Why are you afraid? Have you still no faith?” When you 

hear his words, what would you respond? “Why are you afraid? 

Have you still no faith?” “Oh yes, my Jesus. I have faith. I am 

here because I have faith in you. But I fear. I fear that. I am so 

vulnerable and I fear that. O God, I am weak. O Lord, I am 

vulnerable. But, O God, I believe in you. I trust you to save me, 
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save from my difficulty, save from my pain, save from my issues, 

and save from my fear.”  

 We have faith, but we fear. That is a conundrum for 

Christians. We are carrying two big things in a small bag. 

Furthermore, this fear includes individual fear and communal fear. 

As our individual fear sometime creates unrealistic worry, it yields 

unnecessary and even harmful communal fear. Due to the reason 

that we do not have the same God, the same spirit, the same 

skin colour, or the same culture, human diversity is often denied 

in our reality.  

 Watching over our unfaithful fear, our Christ Jesus gives us 

his peace and still mind. Sisters and brothers, and particularly 

fathers! Don’t be afraid, and let’s be faithful. Whenever the waves 

of difficulty strike us, let’s be faithful. We deserve to be faithful 

because we are sons and daughters of God. When we are faithful, 

we can hear Jesus’ voice clearly: “Don’t be afraid; don’t be afraid 

of failure, rejection, isolation, illness, or anything else that you 

are facing. My love is stronger!” His calling always surrounds our 

path of spiritual journey in reality. And I hope you are listening to 

it from your heart. Let us pray silently. 


