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NEW HOPE UNITED CHURCH 
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Seventh Sunday of Easter, May 24, 2020 
 

Bold print indicates a congregational response. 
 

We Gather as God’s People 
 

Gathering Meditation:  Seasons of the Mind  (by Mike Davies) 
Hope springs eternal from the human breast  
Like a babbling brook, or a newly made nest.  
It heralds the promise of beginning anew,  
Freshness of mind sparkles like dew  
 
Passion arises, like the midsummer sun  
A burning sensation you can't overcome  
Passion denied is anger awoken  
Passion denied is cruelly spoken  
 
Sorrow is Autumn, all shrouded in mist  
Vague, shadowy memories all sadly missed.   
Big spaces, once full, now empty and bare.  
Mind pictures of summer, when once they were there  
 
Despair is a snowscape, polar ice in a pack.  
No signposts or pathways by which to get back  
No way to determine how deep is the snow  
Just feelings of coldness and sinking below  
 
But people and nature are long intertwined  
And as with the seasons, so with the mind.  
From winter's despair the snow always recedes  
And irrigates hope, producing fresh seeds.  

 
Prelude 
  



 

 

Words of Welcome/Celebrations 
Life and Work of Our Church 
 
Lighting of the Christ Candle 
 
Call to Worship  

God’s Spirit calls to our spirits, 
inviting us to worship. 

God’s Spirit calls to our spirits, 
inviting us by love. 

God’s Spirit calls to our spirits, 
calling us by name, 
calling us to grow in faith, 
calling us to be made new. 

God’s Spirit calls to our spirits, 
inviting us to worship. 

Come, let us worship God. 
 
*Opening Hymn:  “All Praise to Thee”  (#327 VU) 
 All praise to thee, for thou, O King divine, 
 didst yield the glory that of right was thine, 
 that in our troubled hearts thy grace might shine: 
 hallelujah; hallelujah! 
 
 Thou cam'st to us in lowliness of thought; 
 by thee the outcast and the poor were sought, 
 and by thy death was God's salvation wrought: 
 hallelujah; hallelujah! 
 
 Let this mind be in us which was in thee, 
 who wast a servant that we might be free, 
 humbling thyself to death on Calvary: 
 hallelujah; hallelujah! 
 
 Wherefore, by God's eternal purpose, thou 



 

 

 art high exalted o'er all creatures now, 
 and given the name to which all knees shall bow: 
 hallelujah; hallelujah! 
 
 Let every tongue confess with one accord 
 in heaven and earth that Jesus Christ is Lord; 
 and God eternal be by all adored: 
 hallelujah; hallelujah! 
 
Opening Prayer 

We seek you, our God.  We search for you.  We grope for you in 
darkness.  And we thank you that you are not far away.  You 
have come to us and found us.  We were lost, but we are found, 
and miracle of miracles, we are part of your family. 
 
Teach us to be like you, to seek the lost, to welcome the lonely 
and the stranger, to accept those who are different, to bolster 
the weak, to heal the broken hearted, to be a channel for your 
love and a catalyst of your work. 
 
Forgive us when we are not like you, when we shut others out, 
when we laugh at them rather than with them, when we inflict 
pain rather than assuage it, when we push away rather than 
embrace, when we hoard rather than share, when we are 
reluctant to undertake our calling and quick to close our ears to 
your voice. 
 
Renew your Spirit within us today so that we might be guided in 
our lives, encouraged when we falter, strengthened when we are 
weak, and forgiven when we fail.  This we pray through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

Words of Assurance (based on 1 Peter 3: 18) 
Peter tells us that Christ suffered for the sins of others.  The 
Righteous One suffered for the unrighteous ones.  He went 



 

 

through it all – was put to death and then made alive – in order 
to bring us to God.  This is the good news:  through Christ’s 
Spirit, we are brought even now into God’s presence.  God looks 
upon us with the smiling face of a parent who adores the child 
and welcomes us home. 

Thanks be to God.  Amen. 
 
Ministry of Music 
 
Minute for Mission 

 
We Listen for the Word of God 

 
Prayer for Illumination 

Let us pray:  O God, your word is a lamp to our feet and a light 
to our path.  Give us the grace to receive your truth in faith and 
love.  Amen. 
 

Scripture Readings:   
 Acts 17:22-27 

The first reading is from the Acts of the Apostles reading verses 
22 to 31 of chapter 17.  This reading finds Paul in Athens, the 
sophisticated centre of pagan culture.  Paul's only recorded 
attempt to convert pagan philosophers in Athens was not 
particularly successful.  He argued from the known, idols along 
the city streets, to the unknown, the God who is the creator of 
all and now revealed in Jesus Christ.  It was the resurrection 
which so puzzled his audience. 
Listen for the word of God. 
 
 22Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, 
“Athenians, I see how extremely religious you are in every way.  
23For as I went through the city and looked carefully at the 
objects of your worship, I found among them an altar with the 
inscription, ‘To an unknown god.’  What therefore you worship 



 

 

as unknown, this I proclaim to you.  24The God who made the 
world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, 
does not live in shrines made by human hands, 25nor is he 
served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since 
he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all things. 
26From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole 
earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and the 
boundaries of the places where they would live, 27so that they 
would search for God and perhaps grope for him and find him—
though indeed he is not far from each one of us. 28For ‘In him 
we live and move and have our being’; as even some of your 
own poets have said, ‘For we too are his offspring.’ 
29Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the 
deity is like gold, or silver, or stone, an image formed by the art 
and imagination of mortals. 30While God has overlooked the 
times of human ignorance, now he commands all people 
everywhere to repent, 31because he has fixed a day on which he 
will have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom he 
has appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all by 
raising him from the dead.” 

 
Ephesians 1: 15-23 

The second lesson is from the letter to the Ephesians, reading in 
chapter 1, verses 15 to 23.  Using the traditional Hebrew prayer 
of blessing as his model, the apostle presents his majestic vision 
of humanity in God’s universal plan of salvation.  Through the 
death, resurrection and ascension of Christ, all things in heaven 
and earth have been brought under the reign of God’s sovereign 
love.  Listen for the word of God. 
 
15I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love 
toward all the saints, and for this reason  16I do not cease to 
give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers.  17I pray 
that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may 
give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know 



 

 

him, 18so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may 
know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the 
riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, 19and what is 
the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, 
according to the working of his great power.  20God put this 
power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and 
seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21far above 
all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every 
name that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to 
come.  22And he has put all things under his feet and has made 
him the head over all things for the church, 23 which is his body, 
the fullness of him who fills all in all. 
 
These are the words of life, which in faith become the Living 
Word! 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Time for the Child in All of Us 
 
Reflection:  “Victorious Living” 
 
Music for Silent Reflection 

 
We Respond to God’s Word 

 
The Offering of our Gifts and Ourselves 
 Invitation:  You know how generous our Lord Jesus Christ has 

been.  He was rich, yet for our sake he became poor, so that 
through his poverty we might become rich.  Let us offer our 
thanks for so great a blessing.  Our offering will be received. 

 *Doxology:  (#544 VU)  
   In gratitude and humble trust 
   we bring our best today 
   to serve your cause and share your love 
   with all along life's way. 



 

 

   
   O God, who gave yourself to us 
   in Jesus Christ, your Son, 
   teach us to give ourselves each day 
   until life's work is done. 
 *Offertory Prayer (in unison): 

Lord Jesus Christ, you were rich,  
  yet for our sake you became poor,  
  so that through your poverty we might become rich.  
Accept this offering as a token of our gratitude  
  for all you have done.  Amen. 

 
The Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer  

We give you thanks, our God, that we do not pray to an 
unknown God, that we do not address our prayers “to whom it 
may concern”, but that you have made yourself known to us.  
Through your Spirit, we have a relationship with you, and for 
that, we are grateful. 
 
We look now to your Spirit to fill us with counsel and guidance, 
with understanding and wisdom.  Help us to learn what it means 
to be your children, children of the Creator of all the universe, 
children of the source of compassion, children of the God whose 
name and nature is love.  Fill us with zeal for the fulfillment of 
your commandments.  Give us endurance and patience when the 
waters are troubled.  May we tread bravely the way of the cross 
and walk in the ways of Christ Jesus himself. 
 
We pray today for those who are bereaved.  We pray once again 
for the people of Nova Scotia, the crews of the RCAF Snowbirds, 
and the family and loved ones of Captain Jennifer Casey.  We 
pray for the families of those who have died of Covid-19 and its 
complications here and around the world.  We pray for those 
mourning the deaths of those who have died of the unintended 
consequences of lockdown.  And we pray for everyone who 



 

 

suffers in other ways, emotionally, mentally, psychologically and 
spiritually by the new changes in the way we live.  Enable each 
one of us to make some contribution to the well-being of those 
in need, particularly those around us.  Move us to participate in 
broader efforts to eliminate the sources of suffering, 
homelessness and poverty, unemployment, underemployment 
and precarious employment, economic inequity and economic 
uncertainty, violence – domestic and otherwise – and all that 
weighs heavily upon us. 
 
Prosper all those who devote their lives to your work.  Grant 
them a special understanding of how dear they are to you and of 
how you have a special place for them in your heart.  Give us 
new eyes to see success where it appears there is no success by 
the world’s standards, and to understand that your standards 
are not those of the world, but are those that lead to a fulfilling, 
satisfying and wonderful life.  This prayer we pray in the name 
of Jesus Christ who commanded us to love in order that our lives 
will be truly joyful.  Amen. 
 
Now hear us as we sing the prayer that Jesus taught his friends 
to pray, found in Voices United number 959. 
 

We Go Forth to Live as Christians in the World 
 

*Closing Hymn:  “God, as We Rise to Leave”  (#417 VU)  
 God, as we rise to leave this shell of worship, 
 called to the risk of unprotected living, 
 willing to be at one with all your people, 
 we ask for courage. 
 
 For all the strain with living interwoven, 
 for the demands each day will make upon us, 
 and for the love we owe the modern city, 
 God, make us cheerful. 



 

 

 
 Give us an eye for openings to serve you; 
 make us alert when calm is interrupted, 
 ready and wise to use the unexpected; 
 sharpen our insight. 
 
 Lift from our life the blanket of convention; 
 give us the nerve to lose our life to others; 
 be with your church in death and resurrection, 
 God of all ages. 
 
Blessing and Sending Forth  

What is truly important is not material goods, success, prestige, 
privilege, power and status.  What is important is a warm and 
kind heart, compassion and caring, a relationship with God, 
victory at the end and victorious living now. 
 
Go forth then into the world dedicated anew to God and to 
expressing God’s love to a needy world. 
 
May the indwelling Holy Spirit of God, the Spirit of Christ, fill you, 
lead you, empower you and give you peace. 

 Amen. 
 

Postlude 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Collaboration Announcements 



 

 

Asterisk “*” for Standing 
Even in the Online worship service, please stand when you are 
asked, if able.  
 
Time for the Child in All of Us 
The Collaboration Church Online Worship service includes “Time 
for the Child in All of Us.” Please invite your children and 
grandchildren to worship together. 
YAYA Ministry 
The Collaboration Churches will work with Sunday School teachers 
for the Youth And Young Adult (YAYA) Ministry. The YAYA Ministry 
may include ages of 13-29. We started communicating, hoping to 
have opportunities to gather someday.  

"I Miss You" Ding-dong Visitation 
Rev. Andrew Lee started pastoral visitations as a form of casual 
visitation. He rings the bell and greets a congregant with more 
than a 5 meter distance on the porch. Anyone who wants to have 
the visitation may contact the church office. We can see their 
pictures of greetings to everyone at the end of the worship service.  
 
Thur. May 28 Virtual Café on Thursdays 
The Collaborative Churches offers Thursday Virtual Café via Zoom 
service. You are invited (through your email) to share your life 
and faith during the café. Please let your office know your email 
address, and don’t forget your coffee and tea. The Café opens at 2 
p.m. for about 1 – 1.5 hours. You may join and leave at your 
convenience.  The virtual Café can also be connected by phone: 
just let your office know that you would like to do this, give the 
number that you can be reached at and someone will provide you 
with a designated phone number. 
 
 



 

 

Online Worship Service 
We will continue to record an online worship service on Thursdays 
and a link to the service will be emailed on Sunday morning at 
9:30 am.   
 
The Working Group for Recording 
Thank you, members from all three congregations for your 
participation for the online service. Due to the restriction of 
gathering, the working group has a strict schedule for recording in 
order to keep the regulations of the government of Ontario. If you 
want to join the recording, or have ideas or suggestions, please 
contact the church office. 
 
The worship bulletin and online worship service may include 
congregants’ poems, pictures, paintings, music, and short 
reflections. If you want to share with others in worship, please 
send them electronically to your church office. 
 
Offering 
Thank you for sending your offerings to the churches. Your 
offerings support the ministry of the church, show your dedication 
as a Christian and have been much appreciated. If you are not 
already doing so, please consider dropping a cheque in the mail or 
making an e-transfer:  kcuc@bellnet.ca; 
newhopeunited@bellnet.ca; office.ypuc@rogers.com). 
 
King Township Food Bank  
Demand has increased with the financial fallout caused by 
COVID19.  Please consider making a donation to the foodbank 
http://www.kingtownshipfoodbank.ca 
 
Notice for Summer Programs  
 Picnic in July: It will be updated in accordance with the COVID- 
  19 situation. 
  



 

 

Online Worship Schedule 
(Note: Bold – Confirmed. Italic – Working/Not Confirmed) 
  
  
  

   May 24 May 31 June 7 June 14 June 21 
(YAYA) 

Preacher Rev. Bruce 
Roffey  

Rev. Andrew 
K. Lee 

Rev. Bruce 
Roffey  

Rev. Andrew K. 
Lee 

Rev. Bruce 
Roffey 

Life & 
Work 

Maria Ongaro 
(KC) 

Elizabeth 
Allsopp 
(YP) 

Mariann Gordon 
(NH) 

 (KC) Jessica Sinka  
(KC) 

Minute 
for 
Mission 

Deb Carpenter 
(YP) 

Mariann 
Gordon 
(NH) 

 (KC)  (YP) Santiago Cobos 
(KC) 

Scripture 
Reading 

Lisa Smith 
(NH) 

Laura Walton 
(NH) 

 (YP)  Thom Stenson 
(NH) 

Mackenzie Gordon 
(NH) 
 

Choir Christine 
Gunter 
(YP) 

John Kell 
(KC) 
 

 (KC)  (YP) Caitlin Smith 
(NH)  

Prelude 
and/or 
Postlude 

Santiago 
Cobos 
(KC) 

Deb Carpenter 
(YP) 

Sunny Rakovac 
(NH) 

 (YP)   

 
  
 


