
YORK UNITED MINISTRIES 
SUNDAY APRIL 4, 2021 

AT YORK PINES UNITED CHURCH 
EASTER SUNDAY1 

 
WE GATHER AS GOD’S PEOPLE 

 
Prelude: Prelude on Two Easter Hymn Tunes              T. Callahan 
 
Welcome: Happy Easter! It is our joy to share the good news of the 
triumphal victory over the power of death. We, the children of God and the 
heirs of the perpetual victory, celebrate and praise God’s everlasting 
Providence of the abundant life and of resurrection! May we be blessed, be 
convinced, and be confirmed throughout this worship service! 
 
Life and work of our Church 
 
Acknowledgement of the Land  

By now we know fully that we gather in the territory of the Ojibway 
peoples of the Mississaugas of the Credit.  We support and accept the 
principles of Truth and Reconciliation.  We acknowledge Anishinabe 
stewardship to Mother Earth as we worship, listen, learn, share, and heal 
together, with mutual respect, in the name of Gitchi-Manitou “The Great 
Spirit", The Holy One of Blessing, The God of Peace.  Amen. 

 
Lighting the Christ Candle 
 
Call to Worship 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen, indeed! Alleluia!  
This is the day that the Lord has made;   
let us rejoice and be glad in it.  
Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen, indeed! Alleluia!  

  
*Opening Hymn:  “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today”  VU 155 

1 Jesus Christ is risen today, hallelujah! 
 our triumphant holy day, hallelujah! 
 who did once, upon the cross, hallelujah! 

                                                
1 Today’s liturgical color is white or gold that symbolizes Jesus’ resurrection. 
This colour will be kept until Pentecost starts. 



 suffer to redeem our loss. Hallelujah! 
 
2 Hymns of praise then let us sing hallelujah! 
 unto Christ, our heavenly King, hallelujah! 
 who endured the cross and grave, hallelujah! 
 sinners to redeem and save. Hallelujah! 
 
3 But the pains which he endured, hallelujah! 
 our salvation have procured; hallelujah! 
 now above the sky he's King, hallelujah! 
 where the angels ever sing. Hallelujah! 
 
4 Sing we to our God above, hallelujah! 
 praise eternal as God's love; hallelujah! 
 praise our God, ye heavenly host, hallelujah! 
 praise the Son and Holy Ghost. Hallelujah! 

 
Opening  Prayer  

Holy One, you come to us with power beyond all knowing. You lift all 
things out of the dust, you breathe love into every cell, you call us into 
communion with you, and you claim victory over death. We praise your 
victory and we give thanks to you, for we become your heirs of the 
victory. Loving God, although our hearts are filled with joy, we must 
confess that, even on this most holy day, we, sometimes, have little faith 
to believe in the victory over death shown to us in the resurrection of 
Jesus. We confess our utter dependence on you not only for life but also 
for faith, hope, and love. Without your astonishing appearance to our 
ancestors and your stunning presence throughout the ages, we would be 
lost. Forgive us and transform us, that in every way our work and prayer 
will make whole what is broken and give peace on earth. We pray in the 
name of the resurrected Jesus. Amen. 

 
Response Song: “Psalm 118” (#837 VU – Refrain)    
    Hallelujah! Hallelujah!  
 
Words of Assurance 

By the grace of God and the witness of our ancestors, the good news of 
Jesus’ resurrection is our rock and our salvation. You shall not die but 
live. The rejected cornerstone has become your strength and your song. 
Therefore, each and every one of us are forgiven and welcomed.  
Thanks be to God. 

 



*Affirmation of Faith: Apostles Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
      creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
      who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 
      and born of the virgin Mary. 
      He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
      was crucified, died, and was buried; 
      he descended to the dead. 
      On the third day he rose again. 
      He ascended into heaven 
      and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
      He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
      the holy catholic church, 
      the communion of saints, 
      the forgiveness of sins, 
      the resurrection of the body, 
      and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Ministry of Music: YUM Choirs  
            King City:    Hallelujah, soloist John Kell        Kelley Mooney  
  New Hope:  Every Morning Is Easter Morning         D. Marsh 
  New Hope:  We Are Easter People             P. Mayberry 
  York Pines: This is the Day                     J. Althouse 
  York Pines: Christ the Lord is Risen          Mary Kay Beall 
 
 

WE LISTEN FOR THE WORD OF GOD 
 
Prayer for Illumination: 

 Open our eyes and soften our hearts, O God, through the work of your 
Holy Spirit, that in the hearing of your Word we may receive new life. 
Amen. 

 
Scripture Reading 
 John 20:1-18  

1 Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene 
came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. 



2 So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom 
Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, 
and we do not know where they have laid him.” 3 Then Peter and the other 
disciple set out and went toward the tomb. 4 The two were running together, 
but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 He bent 
down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go 
in. 6 Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He 
saw the linen wrappings lying there, 7 and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ 
head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. 
8 Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he 
saw and believed; 9 for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he 
must rise from the dead. 10 Then the disciples returned to their homes. 

11 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to 
look into the tomb; 12 and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the 
body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. 
13 They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, 
“They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid 
him.” 14 When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing 
there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, 
why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him to be the 
gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where 
you have laid him, and I will take him away.” 16 Jesus said to her, “Mary!” 
She turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). 
17 Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet 
ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am 
ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” 18 Mary 
Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; 
and she told them that he had said these things to her. 

 
 One: This is the Word of Jesus Christ. 
 All: Thanks be to God. 
 
Response Song: “Psalm 119” (#840 VU - Refrain #5)    
    Your Word is a lamp for my feet and a light for my path. 
 
Reflection:  “The Witness of the Resurrection”     

Rev. Andrew K. Lee 
 
Music for Silent Reflection: Interlude 25        N. Rawsthorne  
 



WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 
 
The Offering of our Gifts and Ourselves 

 Invitation: With compassion for our needs, the Risen One stands 
beside us, calling our names. Let us, with that same mercy, bring forth 
tithes and offerings to relieve the suffering of this world and to proclaim 
far and wide the good news of resurrection life. 

 *Doxology: “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow” (541 VU)  
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creature high and low; 
Give thanks to God in love made known; 
Creator, Word and Spirit, One. 

  
Prayer of Dedication 

Holy God, you shower us with gifts so abundant, we cannot measure 
them all. You give us life itself and the power to befriend our companions 
in this world. Bless these gifts for the sake of those in need. Holy God, we 
give thanks for your saving love made known to us in the life, death, and 
resurrection of Christ. Bless these gifts that they may bring life on earth 
as in heaven.  

With joy, we pray for all Christian assemblies  
united this morning at the empty tomb.  
Help us see you, O God, in those we do not expect to encounter 
and remove all fear from our hearts.  
God in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

With humility, we pray for this planet, our home.  
Heal what we have scarred and broken;  
renew the face of Earth from north to south, from east to west 
so that your creation may speak to us of your goodness.  
God in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

With hope and love, we pray for the nations of the world,  
especially those places overwhelmed by war and conflict  
[name here nations in need].  
By the light of the resurrection,  
destroy the shroud that is cast over all who live under dictatorship,  
in the clutches of propagandists, and in ignorance.  
Bless peacemakers who work to bring justice  
to their country, city, village, and household.  
God in your mercy, hear our prayer.  



With compassion, wipe away the tears of all who weep.  
Give us the spiritual tools we need to feed the hungry,  
clothe the needy, and comfort those who are in any trouble.  
Send your angels to watch over the vulnerable and sick.  
God in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
With gratitude, we pray for our churches, York United Ministries of King 
City, New Hope, and York Pines. O God, watch over our church and send 
your agents who can build and fortify your kingdom through your church. 
God in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
With thanks, we pray for our younger generation in our family and our 
church. Go God, keep them growing and nurture them by your truth and 
protect them with your power. Grant them your peace and vision for the 
future, and let them glorify your name through their lives.  
God in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
We, as the children of God, pray in the name of Jesus Christ who 
overcomes the power of death. Amen. 
 

 
WE GO FORTH TO LOVE AS CHRISTIANS IN THE WORLD 

 
*Closing Hymn:   “Welcome, Happy Morning”  VU 161 (v.1,2,&3) 

1 Welcome, happy morning! age to age shall say; 
 hell today is vanquished, heaven is won today: 
 come then, True and Faithful, now fulfil your word; 
 this is your third morning: rise, O buried Lord! 
  Welcome, happy morning! age to age shall say; 
  hell today is vanquished, heaven is won today! 
 
2 Earth with joyful welcome clothes itself for spring; 
 greets with life reviving our returning king: 
 flowers in every pasture, leaves on every bough, 
 speak of sorrows ended; Jesus triumphs now!  R 
 
3 Author and sustainer, source of life and breath; 
 you for our salvation trod the path of death: 
 Jesus Christ is living, God for evermore! 



 Now let all creation hail him and adore.  R 
 
Blessing and Sending Forth 

Now may the resurrected Jesus who keeps you fearless and sure that 
you will witness the Resurrected One, the love of God who gives eternal 
live, and the communion of the Holy Spirit who makes us praise and 
dance, be with you this day and always. 
Amen. 

 
 
Postlude: Thine is the Glory       C. Callahan 
 
Virtual Easter Greetings 
 

 

 

York United Ministries Announcements 

Worship Service  
All services will be recorded in advance and posted to YouTube on Sunday 
morning.  Today’s service was pre-recorded at York Pines United Church. 
There will be no on-site services on Sundays until further notice. The video 
clip can be found at: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCL772mvVOna2VqaLlmkQsNw?view 
as=subscriber.  You may subscribe to the channel and turn on notifications 
in order to be informed automatically, or check out the church webpages or 
Facebook pages. You may click “LIKE” button or leave your comments on 
the online services to encourage each other. 
 
Easter 
Happy Easter! Today’s liturgical color is white or gold that symbolizes Jesus’ 
resurrection. This colour will be kept until Pentecost starts. Easter greetings 
sent are added at the end of the worship.  
 
YAYA - YTB Q-Box Series  
YAYA-YTB: Q-Box Series are available in the YUM YouTube channel. 
 Q-Box Series #1 “Why Am I Doing This?”  

 https://youtu.be/ZIoe0PnnNKw  
 Q-Box Series #2 “What is the Significance of the Number 40?”  
  https://youtu.be/zy12rDy6kkM  



 Q-Box Series #3 “When is the First Bible Published?”   
  https://youtu.be/8LXFmIm4y6o  
 Q-Box Series #4 “What languages were used to write the Bible?”  
      https://youtu.be/yEmZATs8cUk 
 Q-Box Series #5 will be available on April 10th. 
 
Zoom Gathering 
Each church will have a Zoom Gathering with regular rotation.  It is coffee 
time with casual conversation for 10-20 minutes. You may freely join and 
leave on the day for your church. The Zoom invitation is provided below. 
Please contact your church office for further details. The schedule is as 
follows: 
 
 Today, April 4th at 11:30 a.m. for York Pines United Church members.  
To Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85991594082?pwd=VmxrYVo2VEtreFgwZ0ltbVk
2TEVGQT09 
 
Meeting ID: 859 9159 4082 
Passcode: 684352 
One tap mobile 
+12532158782,,85991594082#,,,,*684352# US (Tacoma) 
+13017158592,,85991594082#,,,,*684352# US (Washington DC) 
 
Dial by your location 
        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 
        +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC) 
        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 
        +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 
        +1 929 205 6099 US (New York) 
        +1 204 272 7920 Canada 
        +1 438 809 7799 Canada 
        +1 587 328 1099 Canada 
        +1 647 374 4685 Canada 
        +1 647 558 0588 Canada 
        +1 778 907 2071 Canada 
Meeting ID: 859 9159 4082 
Passcode: 684352 
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kbRhEWvcMF 
  
 On April 11th at 11:30 a.m. for New Hope United Church members. 



 
YAYA Game Nights 
Please mark your calendars for the following scheduled game nights:  
 Friday April 9th  
 Friday April 30th  
Michelle Hunt will send out the zoom link and a reminder before each 
Games Night.  The games will begin at 7:30 pm. For more information, 
please contact Michelle Hunt (brian.michelle.zb@gmail.com). 
 
YAYA+ Band 
YUM is recruiting a praise band for youth and young adults. We welcome 
adults who can help practice or support. If you are musical with some 
knowledge of musical bands or have recording and editing skills, please 
contact Rev. Lee (leeky3@mcmaster.ca). 
 
YUM Ukulele Class 
YUM offers a free virtual ukulele class for adults. If you have your own 
ukulele, that is great. If not, YUM has 10 ukuleles to borrow. The class will 
be offered through Zoom. If you are interested, please contact Rev. Lee or 
the church office.  
 
Working Group for Seniors Program 
Volunteers, who have knowledge on funded senior’s programs, are needed. 
The working group will explore the possibilities of a senior’s program in YUM. 
The first meeting will be after Easter. If you want to volunteer, please 
contact Rev. Lee by Easter.  
 
York Pines New Email 
Please note YPUC has a new email address: yorkpinesuc@gmail.com 
 
York Pines Book Club 
Next Book Club: Wednesday April 28th, 7:00 p.m. 
We will select Literature and dates for the next sessions. We welcome 
suggestions; please send to the church email: yorkpinesuc@gmail.com 
Thanks to all who participated during the past year as we adapted to a 
Zoom platform. 
 
Offering 
Thank you for sending your offerings to the churches. Your offerings 
support the ministry of the church and have been much appreciated.  
Please mail a cheque to your church directly, or make an e-transfer:  
kcuc@bellnet.ca;yorkpinesuc@gmail.com; newhopeunited@bellnet.ca. 



 
Reading & Writing Isaiah (Daily Devotionals) 

“While physical training is of some value, godliness is valuable in every 
way.” (1Timothy 4:8) Let’s write our journal with the Bible verses every day 
as a form of individual spiritual exercises. Handwriting the verses given and 
your own short reflection time are encouraged. The Bible passages are 
provided each week in the bulletin. 

• Monday, April 5 – Isaiah 44:21-22 
• Tuesday, April 6 – Isaiah 45:5-6  
• Wednesday, April 7 – Isaiah 45:18 
• Thursday, April 8 – Isaiah 46:11 
• Friday, April 9 – Isaiah 47:4 
• Saturday, April 10 – Isaiah 48:12 
 

Upcoming Dates 
April 1                    Maundy Thursday Worship service (Communion) 
April 2                    Good Friday Worship service 
April 4                    Easter, York Pines UC Zoom gathering 
April 6 York Pines UC Council Meeting 
April 6 - Seniors Program Working Group 
April 9, 30 YAYA Game Nights 
April 11 New Hope UC Zoom gathering 
April 12 -  Ukulele class 
April 17 Food Bank at York Pines UC 
April 18 Earth Sunday, King City UC Zoom Gathering 
April 19 The Oversight Team Meeting 
April 20 New Hope UC Council Meeting 
April 21 King City UC Council Meeting 
April 25 York Pines UC Zoom Gathering 
April 28 Book Club – All are welcomed. 
 
 
 

Worship Schedule  

 APRIL 4 April 11 April 18  April 25 

Preacher Rev. Andrew  
Lee 

Rev. Dr.  Bill 
Fritz 

 

Rev. Rick 
McKinley 

 

Rev. Andrew  
Lee 

Location York Pines New Hope UC King City UC York Pines UC 

Announcements Suzanne Svadjian    



Scripture 
Reading 

Muriel Cober    

Choir York Pines Choir Faith Archer   
Music Director Ted Anderson Sunny Rakovac Rosemary DeSilva Ted Anderson 

Church  Easter 
 

Easter 2 Easter 3 Easter 4 

UCC/YUM 
Calendar 

All choirs in the 
worship service 

 Earth Sunday  

Liturgical Color Gold or White Gold or White Gold or White Gold or White 

 
 

Minute for Mission by Mission & Service2 

 
Jesse’s Story Part 2. 
 
(Jesse in the hydroponic greenhouse at 
Stella’s Circle.)  

After a brain injury and the death of his 
mother, Jesse found himself homeless and 
sleeping in a storage unit. Now, thanks to 
employment training and support programs 
run by Mission & Service partner Stella’s 
Circle combined with his hard work, Jesse is 
a trained greenhouse technician. He leads a 
new social enterprise that grows produce for 
sale. One day, Jesse hopes to supply 
restaurants with the produce he and others 
grow. 

What does work mean for him? “It means maintaining my independence. It 
means building confidence. It means instilling purpose. It makes me feel 
functional,” says Jesse. 

Supporting job training and employment programs has never been more 
important. Because of the pandemic, 114 million more jobs were lost in 

                                                
Credit: Stella's Circle / The United Church of Canada  

 



2020 than in 2019. Four times more jobs were lost during the pandemic 
than during the global financial crisis in 2009. 

All of us work at something, whether we are paid or unpaid. When our 
values match what we spend time working at, we find meaning in life. 
People who are unable to work not only struggle to pay the bills, but their 
sense of meaning and self worth suffers too. 

That’s why your generosity through Mission & Service supports job training 
programs here at home and around the world. 

Meaningful work helps us thrive. Maybe that’s why, in the Bible, “work” is 
mentioned more than 800 times. In the Easter story, the work of Passover 
preparations set the table for Jesus’ divine work order: “This is my body 
given for you; do this in remembrance of me.” 

Mission & Service supports programs that help people find meaningful 
employment and renewed life. It’s one of the ways you and I participate in 
God’s holy, resurrecting work every day. Thank you for your generous 
support. 

  


