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Scripture Reading 
 John 20:1-18  
1 Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the 
tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. 2 So she ran and went 
to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, 
“They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid 
him.” 3 Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward the tomb. 4 The two 
were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 
5 He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. 
6 Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen 
wrappings lying there, 7 and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the 
linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. 8 Then the other disciple, who reached 
the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; 9 for as yet they did not 
understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 10 Then the disciples returned 
to their homes. 
11 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the 
tomb; 12 and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been 
lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. 13 They said to her, “Woman, why are 
you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know 
where they have laid him.” 14 When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus 
standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, 
why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him to be the gardener, 
she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and 
I will take him away.” 16 Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, 
“Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). 17 Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, 
because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, 
‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” 18 Mary 
Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told 
them that he had said these things to her. 
 
This is the word of Jesus Christ 
Thanks be to God. 
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<Reflection> 

Happy Easter, everyone! What a beautiful, wonderful and great moment of 

celebration! The resurrection of Jesus is the most holy and mysterious 

thing in Christianity because God came to earth, into human history, and 

humans witnessed his death on the cross. The center of our faith is that 

“Christ has died, Christ is risen, and Christ will come again.” Besides the 

eschatological declaration of the coming of the Lord, we know Jesus Christ 

lived and died historically, and we confess that Jesus is risen after his 

death.  

No one would challenge that Jesus lived in Israel 2000 years ago. The 

mystery of believing the risen Christ, however, can always be challenged. 

Some Christians are trying to prove the mystery in order to persuade others 

and even themselves. I do not underestimate their efforts, and we know 

that some types of people really need scientific proofs or a logical 

explanation about the resurrection. Also I understand a little clue could help 

Christians to fortify our faith although complete faith of the resurrection 

comes from God and is the full of mystery. 

A few years ago, one of my sincere and young friends that works at a 

Christian Broadcast Station, cautiously asked me, “How can we find proof 

of the resurrection?” She knew that it was one of the hardest questions to 

answer. I paused a few seconds and tried to answer. And now I’d like to 

share that answer with you. 

We cannot have irrefutable proof. The resurrection happened 2000 years 

ago, and our techniques of visualization we are so familiar with are just a 

few hundred years old. Satisfactory proofs can only be found in the 

documents, records, remnants, and in the Bible. Right? We know of the 

developed civilization in Egypt 5,000 years ago by its records and remnants. 
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And we have records and remnants of the fact that Jesus lived his public 

life and died on the execution frame under the Roman Empire. The 

organized disciples collapsed right after the death of their leader. They 

went back to their hometown or hid in. In fact many rebellious movements 

against their empire that had risen became defeated when their leader died 

or the group of smart or powerful leaders broke up. Historically, this event 

was no exception. Now look at the disciples of Jesus. The process of the 

breakdown of the organization had the same steps: Their leader was 

captured, died, and they scattered; the movement collapsed. Moreover, the 

core disciples were not very powerful and smart people at all. Rather, they 

were just common Israelites. Although they went back to their town and to 

their workplace, at some point, they changed all of a sudden. They got 

spiritual power, they changed their characteristics, and with enormous 

enthusiasm they restarted the Jesus movement without Jesus. How could 

this be possible? Can you come to any other conclusion as to how this is 

possible other than the explanation that they met the resurrected Jesus? 

And their movement lead by normal people 2000 years ago is still active so 

far. Their movements and changes cannot be explained unless they didn’t 

meet the resurrected Jesus. What do you think? Does my short answer 

help? 

The documents and the Bible have so many details, and for Mary 

Magdalene in the Bible passage today, the resurrection must be a real and 

physically grounded fact. Whenever reading this part, I am always amazed 

at the fact that the description was written in 2000 years ago. It includes so 

much thrilling detail. 

When Mary visited again, she stayed and wept because she thought the 

Empire took Jesus’ body. “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where 
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you have laid him, and I will take him away.” After a short conversation of 

inquiry, she turned her head and stayed a bit. Now Jesus said to her in a 

very familiarly intimate way “Mary!” With a surprise, she turned and call him 

in a personal expression that she had made, “Robbouni!”  

When she saw him first, she didn’t know who he was. She said he was just 

a gardener. But she heard his voice in a familiarly intimate way, she found 

it was her Robbouni. One voice changed the situation. A sound can change 

the situation. 

 

When I was in my undergraduate study, I had wandered, wandered from 

Christianity, due to the teaching of illogicality in the eyes of a student of 

philosophy, even though I was raised and nurtured by Christianity since I 

was in Gr.1. My internal anxiety towards Christian teachings from church 

blocked me from continuing to attend church. Besides, It looked so silly to 

me that the church didn’t do anything about the democratic social 

movement. Actually I was a front line student activist for the democracy in 

South Korea. After a few years of wandering with my mixed and biased 

concepts on church, I woke up from my bed in a dormitory in the university 

campus. It was a Sunday morning during spring, and the reason I woke up 

was because I heard the sound of singing a hymn from a church just 

beside the dorm:  

 

Thou my everlasting portion 

More than friend or life to me 

All alone my pilgrim journey 

Saviour let me walk with Thee 
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Close to Thee, close to Thee 

Close to Thee, close to Thee 

All alone my pilgrim journey 

Saviour let me walk with Thee 

 

Unconsciously I woke up and wore my shoes and walked to the church. 

And I sat on the pew at the end of the sanctuary, and without any reason, I 

shed tears. It was a moment of mystery and of a pivotal moment.     

For a long time, our tradition of Christian faith has accumulated spirit filled 

hymns, and the hymns have impacted and changed my life. As Mary 

recognized Jesus when she was called, Jesus’ sound of calling may impact 

and change our life.    

If Jesus comes to us with a general idea of “the truth” or “justice,” we would 

easily be drained and cannot summon our strength to live out the word of 

God. But if Jesus, the resurrected Jesus comes to us as a divine presence 

that reaches beyond our knowledge and touches our lives in ways we 

cannot see, we may be led to a true repentance and the true light that we 

can depend on.  

Sisters and brothers, 

The resurrected Jesus privately called you and calls you in a voice, like 

Jesus called Mary. And we mysteriously hear his voice from the Bible, the 

hymns and his presence in the universe. May the grace of this mystery be 

with you in the Easter morning. Let us pray silently, recalling your divine 

calling. 

 

 


