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Prayer for Illumination 

Let us pray: Holy Spirit, your people call out for understanding. Bring to our yearning 

hearts and minds the truth of your Word; in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

Scripture Reading 

Prov. 1:1-7, 13:14 

1 The proverbs of Solomon son of David, king of Israel: 
2 For learning about wisdom and instruction, 
    for understanding words of insight, 
3 for gaining instruction in wise dealing, 
    righteousness, justice, and equity; 
4 to teach shrewdness to the simple, 
    knowledge and prudence to the young— 
5 let the wise also hear and gain in learning, 
    and the discerning acquire skill, 
6 to understand a proverb and a figure, 
    the words of the wise and their riddles. 
7 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge; 
    fools despise wisdom and instruction. 
14 The teaching of the wise is a fountain of life, 
    so that one may avoid the snares of death. 

 
1 Cor. 8:1b-3 
1 Now concerning food sacrificed to idols: we know that “all of us possess 
knowledge.” Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up. 2 Anyone who claims to know 
something does not yet have the necessary knowledge; 3 but anyone who loves God 
is known by him. 

 

This is the witness of the Church. Thanks be to God.  Amen.  
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< Time for the Child in All of Us> 

 Good morning my friends! Today I brought a famous story from 

Korea. Listen carefully on what the story is about. 

 In the 15th century, the Choseon dynasty in Korea had a minister of 

national defence, named Yoon-Hoe. Before he became a higher position of 

the dynasty, he travelled around his province. And one day, he stayed at a 

rich man’s house. The rich man allowed him to stay in a barn because he 

looked dirty and poor. While staying at the barn, Yoon-Hoe saw a boy, the 

rich man’s son, who played with precious black pearls. When he was 

playing, a goose swallowed one of the pearls. The boy didn’t recognize that 

and soon found he lost one. He cried out for the loss, and his father and all 

the people in the house came up to the scene. “Papa, I lost one of the 

pearls, and I don’t know where it is!” The master doubted the guest and 

asked, “Is it you who took the pearl?” “No, I didn’t,” Yoon-Hoe replied. But 

the man angrily ordered his servants: “Tie him up and put him in the barn! 

I’ll bring him to court tomorrow morning!” Then Yoon-Hoe asked. “You can 

tie me, but I ask you to tie the goose with me.” Without knowing the reason, 

the man allowed. Yoon-Hoe and the goose were tied and spent that night.  

 The next morning, the landlord came to the barn and ordered his 

servants to take him to court. “Wait a second. Please let your servant check 

the poop from the goose!” A servant checked it and found the pearl. The 

rich man was perplexed and felt really sorry for the gentleman. “Oh my 

goodness! I am so sorry, mister, I made a big disrespectful mistake.” The 

rich man said, “Why didn’t you say that yesterday?” Yoon-Hoe smiled and 

replied. “If I told you yesterday, then you would have killed the goose to find 

the pearl. I just wanted to spend some time to save the life of a goose.” 
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When hearing this, all the people in the house were very ashamed of their 

impatience, and at the same time, they were grateful for his wisdom. 

  

Now, what do you think? What can you learn from this? Isn’t the gentleman 

a man of wisdom? In the Bible, we can find a book of wisdom called 

Proverbs. It is in the Old Testament, and I’d like to cite one of the best parts 

from it: “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge,”1 “The teaching 

of the wise is a fountain of life.”2 

God loves wisdom, and God uses wise people to work for the Kingdom of 

Heaven. We know that Jesus is always full of wisdom. You know what? It is 

fascinating for me to notice that people who have wisdom gradually learn 

who God is and what God wants. Respect for others, respect for life in 

nature, taking care of the weak.   

 

It would be great to see you become full of wisdom when you are adults 

and even from now. Because God is the source of true wisdom, God loves 

people who seek wisdom. May God bless you. 

 

Be a person of wisdom in your family, in your circle and in society. I bless 

you, my friend. 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
1
 Proverb 1:7. 

2
 Proverb 13:14. 
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<Reflection> 

 It is my joy to randomly open books by Anthony de Mello, an Indian 

theologian, who wrote short insightful stories. Sometimes I do not agree 

with his claims but I mostly go along with  his different perspectives on 

spiritual life and biblical stories. Also, he sometimes quotes stories or jokes 

by anonymous people. I remember a particularly random joke of his. He 

introduces a short story of a prisoner: Once upon a time there was a 

prisoner. He had been locked up for many years. The prisoner became old 

when he got out of prison. As soon as he was released, he stood on the 

pavement, and yelled with the mixed feelings, “I’m free! I’m free!” As he 

shouted, a little kid who passed by walked up to him happily and joined, 

“I’m four! I’m four!” The kid must have misunderstood “free” as “three.” This 

story has been re-generated in various forms everywhere, and for me it is 

uncertain what Anthony the writer wants to say in the chapter, because it is 

so random. It seems to be obvious that he wants to make fun of the 

prisoner’s shout, not of the little kid. Anthony probably wants to point out a 

truth about  freedom. 

 

 Freedom is very important for modern conscious individuals. It 

wouldn’t be wrong when I say we humans have fought for the state of 

freedom: Freedom of speech, conscience, thoughts, religion etc. And the 

fights for freedom have marked great progress in human history. Anyone 

banned to express their freedom would resist against improper restrictions. 

We can’t breathe when we imagine the word oppression. We love a sense 

of freedom but hate oppression.  
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 For freedom, humans have accumulated knowledge, and we cannot 

deny that the more deeper and better we know, the more we are able to 

enjoy the state of freedom. When we know more about the weather, we 

can enjoy and use the weather. When we know more about the science of 

the human body, we can live a healthy and safer live. However, we have 

found that knowledge has not always been a good source of freedom. Yes, 

sometimes, ignorance is bliss. I remember a nurse as a client.  She said. “I 

can’t even relax myself at home because I feel like I am surrounded by tons 

of bacteria” It would be good for her not to have too much knowledge about 

biology. It seems there is definitely a tension between knowledge and 

ignorance for wise discernment.  

 

 In the Bible passage, we can also find this tension. First Corinthians 

chapter 8 explicates Apostle Paul’s stance on eating food that was 

sacrificed to idols. Most Christians in his time regarded that it would be 

sinful if they eat meat sacrificed to idols. And the sacrificed meat was 

everywhere in Corinth: Markets, temples, and feasts. It seemed it was 

almost impossible to find “clean” meat that hasn’t been sacrificed to idols. 

Therefore, eating meat in Corinth meant they unintentionally ate sacrificed 

meat. In this respect, there were big arguments among Christians on 

whether they could eat meat or not. And some people with knowledge in 

faith insisted that they can eat the meat which was sacrificed to idols 

because idols are insubstantial, while others believed that they cannot eat 

the meat because the meats are impure and unclean.  

 And now in the passage, Apostle Paul is trying to conclude the 

argument by saying, “We are no worse off if we do not eat, and no better 

off if we do. 11 So by your knowledge those weak believers for whom Christ 
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died are destroyed. 12 But when you thus sin against members of your 

family, and wound their conscience when it is weak, you sin against Christ. 

Therefore, if food is a cause of their falling, I will never eat meat, so that I 

may not cause one of them to fall.”3 

 

 Apostle Paul is very clear. He explains, “Nothing would be affected if 

we eat the meat sacrificed to idols, but if members were affected by eating 

the sacrificed meat, that would be a sin, therefore I will never eat meat.” We 

can see his knowledge and wisdom is not complicated. And he is 

consistent in Romans. He says, “15 If your brother or sister is being injured 

by what you eat, you are no longer walking in love. Do not let what you eat 

cause the ruin of one for whom Christ died.”4 

 

 What is his focus? What is his emphasis? He focuses on Christian 

freedom and liberty from the misunderstanding of insubstantial idols and, at 

the same time, emphasizes on the extensive consideration towards other 

believers. Paul uses words “the weak” and “the strong” in faith in his 

argument, but I’m not fond of his wording. We all are weak, we all are 

sinners, and we all are longing for redemption by Jesus. No one can save 

themselves without the cross of Jesus Christ. If anyone says that he or she 

can save themselves, then that claim cannot be Christian. It is the same 

with the people in Corinth. Although they thought they had some 

knowledge about God and Jesus Christ who liberates from all insubstantial 

idols and from all the oppression of misunderstanding in their faith to God, 

they didn’t have authentic and abundant Christian faith and freedom.  

                                                           
3
 1 Cor. 8:8b, 11-13. 

4
 Romans 14:15. 
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 Freedom itself doesn’t have much meaning if it doesn’t combine with 

other parenthesis; that is, it has substantial meaning when it is said 

“freedom from”: Freedom from oppression, freedom from prison, freedom 

from regulations, freedom from vicious cycle, etc. Jesus’ teaching is 

groundbreaking because he claims the freedom from Moses’ Law. And we 

know his words: John 8:32, “You will know the truth, and the truth will make 

you free.”5     

 

 The Bible and Jesus’ teaching in John 8 do include the general 

character of freedom which is “freedom from.” However, you know what, 

the Bible and Christian faith also include “freedom towards.”  

“Freedom towards” is like this:  

 

“if anyone strikes you on the right cheek, turn the other also; 40 and if 
anyone wants to sue you and take your coat, give your cloak as well; 
41 and if anyone forces you to go one mile, go also the second mile.”6  

 

That’s right. You don’t have to turn the other side of your cheek but you 

choose to do that. You don’t have to give your cloak, but you choose to do 

that. You don’t have to go the second mile, but you choose to do that.  

 Sisters and brothers, Christian freedom is a “You-don’t-have-to-but-

you-choose-to” freedom which is grounded in love. Apostle Paul today 

leads us to the same wisdom. He doesn’t have to abstain from meat in 

Corinth but he chooses to limit himself for the good of community. He 

wants to build up the Christian community in Corinth, not to show off his 

knowledge. To limit, to abstain voluntarily cannot be an easy task. When 

                                                           
5
 John 8:32. 

6
 Matthew 5:39b-41. 
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Paul says “to build up,” the word he uses is oivkodomei, which means to build 

a house. To build a house cannot be an easy task, so as to build up a 

healthy community. But he voluntarily chooses to do that for the good of 

community.  

  

 Look at this: can you recognize who he is? He is Bernie Sanders, 

sitting in the Inauguration Day 

ceremony on January 20th this 

year. Whether you like him or not, 

the Bernie meme became a trend 

for young generation. People are 

cutting out his posture and 

pasting it wherever they want. You know, he is an old man and looks 

somewhat grumpy in the picture. Then why is this 80 year-old-man famous 

in the younger generations? Some say it’s because of his mitten, and 

others say it’s because of his jacket. Many things can be told, but I can say 

it’s because of who he is. He has lived for the weak: He didn’t have to but 

he did. He has fought for the poor: He didn’t have to but he did. His political 

stance and his knowledge have served and spoken for the poor. He didn’t 

have to but he did. Because he didn’t have to but he did good things, 

people are paying attention to him.  

 

 On the contrary, what about the strong in faith in the passage? 

When the so-called “strong” persist on exercising the “freedom from,” they 

are tearing the Christian community down. But the apostle Paul chooses to 

love the community because he knows that the knowledge that breaks 

community cannot reach to true knowledge of God. And he teaches us that 
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an unimaginable blessing will be poured upon the people who reach true 

knowledge of God. The passage says,  

2 Anyone who claims to know something does not yet have the 
necessary knowledge; 3 but anyone who loves God is known by God.7 

People who choose to love more, who reach true knowledge of love, and 

who choose the “freedom towards” are known by God. What a glory! It says, 

you are known by God, you are remembered by God. 

 

 Sisters and brothers! Christian freedom is both “freedom from” and 

“freedom towards.” Particularly “freedom towards” expands the range of 

freedom to build up community, virtue, and love. We have freedom towards 

loving and serving others to build up Christian community. When you 

choose “freedom towards” then you will be known by God. Chances to 

choose “freedom towards” are everywhere and every day in your life. And I 

hope the true knowledge and wisdom pour upon you all the time. Would 

you choose “freedom towards” today and from now on? Let us take a 

moment for silent reflection.  

 

 

                                                           
7
 1 cor. 8:2-3. “Him” was rephrased to “God.” 


