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Prayer for Illumination 

Let us pray: Speak to us O Lord our God, and let the fire of your Spirit burn brightly 

in our hearts. Open our minds to receive the wisdom of the law, the hope of the 

prophets, and the life of the gospel. In Jesus Christ, your living Word. Amen.  

 

Scripture Reading 

2 Kings 2:6-9 

6 Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he 
said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of 
them went on. 7 Fifty men of the company of prophets also went, and stood at some 
distance from them, as they both were standing by the Jordan. 8 Then Elijah took his 
mantle and rolled it up, and struck the water; the water was parted to the one side and 
to the other, until the two of them crossed on dry ground. 9 When they had crossed, 
Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you, before I am taken from you.” Elisha 
said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.”  

 

Mark 9:2-8 

The Transfiguration 

2 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high 
mountain apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3 and his clothes 
became dazzling white, such as no one on earth could bleach them. 4 And there 
appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were talking with Jesus. 5 Then Peter said to 
Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one 
for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 6 He did not know what to say, for they were terrified. 
7 Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my 
Son, the Beloved; listen to him!” 8 Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one 
with them any more, but only Jesus. 

 

This is the witness of the Church. Thanks be to God.  Amen.  
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< Time for the Child in All of Us> 

 Happy Valentine’s Day! Today is a very special day, Valentine’s Day. 

On Valentine’s Day, what do you do? Give flowers, cards, or chocolates? 

Right. We usually express our love to our family and friends in many ways. 

By the way, do you know who Valentine is? He is a Christian under the 

Roman Empire. He has lots of stories of miracle and love. I remember one 

story; in his time, Christians were persecuted and put into jail without any 

reason. Valentine was also thrown into jail. Even in jail this person of love 

and compassion didn’t stop his acts of love. He became friends with a jailor 

and restored the sight of his friend’s blind daughter. So she expressed her 

gratitude with her letter, signed, “Your Valentine.” He was executed on 

February 14th in AD 269, and people decided to celebrate his life and love. 

That’s why we are celebrating Valentine’s Day today!  

 And today is also a big day for the church calendar. Do you know 

what it is? I’ll tell you later. Let’s do this first. Ta-da! AVENGERS:END 

GAME!! 

In the movie, famous heroes come together! 

Hulk, Black Panther, Thor, Iron Man, Black 

Widow, Dr. Strange, Captain America and 

Spiderman! Who is your favorite super hero? 

Personally, I like Spiderman the most. It was super fun to watch, and the 

most exciting point of the movie is we can watch their super actions in one 

movie! 

 Like the movie, the Bible also has a similar chapter. The three most 

famous people come into one scene. Trust me this is the one and only 

chapter in the Bible like the Avengers.  



3 
 

Rev. Andrew K. Lee 
BA, MDiv, IFM/STM, ThM, DSD, PhD(c) 

 

Here: Three people. This man is Moses, who is the 

most famous person in the Old Testament. He is 

holding the tablet of the Ten Commandments. This 

man is Elijah. He is the second most famous man in 

the Old Testament. And this man is Jesus. You 

already know, he is the most famous man in the New 

Testament. Actually Moses and Elijah died long time 

ago, but these legendary people gathered on a mountain. Why? I wish I 

knew! Probably they really missed each other. It’s unclear why they were 

there, but it is clear that they were seen by Jesus’ three disciples: Peter, 

James, and John. Peter was so surprised at the scene. Even Jesus 

transfigured his body and his clothes turned super white. When they saw 

this, they got goosebumps. And Peter trembled and said. “Oh Jesus, let’s 

stay here with them!” But Jesus called out to them. “Peter, come on. Let’s 

go down. We have important things to do.” Actually just as the heroes of 

Avengers had to fight against the evil power, Jesus and the disciples had 

many important things to do. This story and miracle was very cool, so 

Christians decided to celebrate it today, Transfiguration Sunday. At the end 

of the story, why didn’t Jesus stay at the mountain? This was because he 

wanted to fight for God in the world. I hope you are the superheroes who 

fearlessly fight against evil power for God. Let’s be Christian super heroes 

in your family and your circle! 

 Don’t forget; God is always with you and is giving you the super 

power! God bless you, my friends. 
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<Reflection> 

 One of my favorite movie series is the Harry Potter series, especially 

the film “Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban.” Released in 2004, it 

has a very short and powerful statement about turning on the light. 

Dumbledore says, “Happiness can be found, even in the darkest of times, 

if one only remembers to turn on the light.” It is so 

insightful for everyone to note because we are in the 

darkest of times. He also accentuates the 

importance of our intention and efforts for happiness. 

I think it is wisdom which is compatible with Christian 

values. Our intentions cannot be ignorable even 

though only God’s power and sovereignty saves and 

sanctifies us.  

 Let me walk you through this with the passage 

taken from 2 Kings chapter 2 and Mark chapter 9. 

Here, in the passage of the Old Testament, we can 

find two characters, Elijah and Elisha. Elijah is the 

second most famous prophet in the Old Testament. He was present on the 

top of Mt. Tabor with Moses. Churches often use this passage for 

Transfiguration Sunday. The agenda of the meeting was not known but 

their presence speaks for itself: Moses, Elijah and Jesus. They ARE 

important people. In this respect, when we read 2 Kings chapter 2, we pay 

a lot of attention to Elijah. Furthermore, he was miraculously ascended to 

heaven with a chariot of fire and horses of fire. It is uncertain whether Elijah 

rode the chariot, rather he was ascended by whirlwind, because after this 

ascension the fifty people of the prophet group insisted that they must find 
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Elijah in the mountains and valley.1 Regardless whether Elijah rode the 

chariot or not, his ascension was so shocking that we may feel trivial when 

reading Elijah and Elisha parted the river. The miracle of parting water can 

be comparable with Moses who parted the Red Sea, or so-called the Reed 

Sea; however, this ascension with miraculous power couldn’t be 

comparable. Every eye was wide open to the miraculous scene, but for me 

this time, the character of Elisha jumped out at me. I wanted to look into 

him more and to feel his emotion deeper. 

 

 Who is Elisha? He was a farmer who had "twelve yoke of oxen."2 For 

your understanding, let’s say, he has 12 tractors for his farm. He was a 

very successful man in his time, but when God called him, he left all his 

belongings and followed Elijah. The scene of him responding to the call 

was somewhat dramatic. 1 Kings chapter 19 says “21 He[Elisha] returned 

from following him[Elijah], took the yoke of oxen, and slaughtered them; 

using the equipment from the oxen, he boiled their flesh, and gave it to the 

people, and they ate. Then he set out and followed Elijah, and became his 

servant.”3 We can see Elisha’s firm resolve to follow Elijah by burning his 

oxen and equipment. Since then Elisha served Elijah. And one that day, the 

foremost disciple of Elijah picked up on some hints when Elijah started 

travelling from Gilgal. In Israel, there are two places called Gilgal. One is 

near the Jordan river, the other is in the northern part of the nation. And 

according to geographical studies of the Bible, the Gilgal in this passage is 

the northern Gilgal where the prophets gathered to exercise. This 

geographical knowledge helps our understanding about their trip.  
                                                           
1
 2 Kings 2:16. 

2
 1 Kings 19:19. 

3
 1 Kings 19:21. 
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 While travelling, Elijah tried to take Elisha away three times, but 

whenever Elijah ordered him not to follow, saying “Stay here!,” Elisha 

responded with the same answer 

three times; “I will not leave you!” 

The travel was not short. Starting 

from Gilgal, they stayed in Bethel, 

and then Jericho, and then to the 

Jordan river. It definitely wasn’t a 

short stroll after lunch. It was literally 

a trip, because while travelling, they 

even visited the places for the 

companies of prophets. Whenever they stayed, Elijah ordered. “Stay here!” 

in Gilgal, “Stay here” in Bethel, and “Stay here, do not follow me!” in Jericho. 

All the way from Gilgal to the beach of the Jordan River, Elisha followed 

him. Even when he walked on the dry land after parting the Jordan River, 

Elisha was beside him. And in the last moments, the Great prophet knew 

that he couldn’t take this fervent follower away. Elijah asked. “Tell me what 

I may do for you.” What a chance! 

  

 Does this question recall any scene in the Bible? It recalls the scene 

when Jesus asks a man paralyzed for 38 years in the portico of Solomon of 

the pool, named Bethzatha in Jerusalem. Jesus knows what the patient 

needs, but asks a question anyway: “Do you want to be made well?”4   

 

 How about another scene of Jesus? When Jesus came to Jericho he 

met a blind man named Bartimaeus. Jesus heard Bartimaeus’ shouting, 
                                                           
4
 John 5:6. 
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“Jesus, son of David, have mercy on me!” Jesus recognizes his miserable 

situation, but asks, “What do you want me to do for you?”5 Jesus, who 

knows the deepest part of the human heart, knows their answers but he 

asks to the people; he asks people to define their requests.  

  

 From Jesus’ questioning, we may get a hint of Christian faith; the 

divine power and love is overwhelming, but to be desired. That is, it needs 

intentional approach. I value some Christian teachings that emphasize 

passive stillness. It definitely is important when it is really needed. However, 

our intentional approach, intentional efforts, and purposeful practice 

generally yield an encounter with the presence of divinity.  

 

 There is similar dialogue in this passage. Elijah asks “Tell me what I 

may do for you.” Didn’t he know what Elisha wants? Elisha followed him all 

the way from Gilgal to the Jordan River. And even the prophets they meet 

along the way recognizes that Elijah would face his ending, so chapter 2 

verse 3 writes, “The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to 

Elisha, and said to him, ‘Do you know that today the LORD will take your 

master[Elijah] away from you?’”6 They all know that Elijah’s leadership 

would end very soon. And at the same time Elijah knows that Elisha 

wouldn’t leave him unless he passes his leadership. He knew what Elisha 

wants but, here again, he asks: “What may I do for you?” Elisha replied: 

“Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” Having a double share 

is the Jewish custom for the first son of the family. According to 

                                                           
5
 Mark 10:51. 

6
 2 Kings 2:3. 
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Deuteronomy, it is the right of the firstborn.7 And Elisha is wanting to 

succeed his teacher’s power and authority like the share for a firstborn son. 

Isn’t he intentional? Isn’t he purposeful? Isn’t it obvious that he has a 

purposeful approach and strategy? An entailing question: Elijah asks “Tell 

me what I may do for you.” He was able to hear this at the end of the long 

trip. Would Elisha get this chance from his master if he gave up following 

him? 

 

 This is not just a story from a long time ago. It is almost the same with 

our present Christian life. God can push us into his intention and plan, like 

Jonah who was reluctant to evangelize Nineveh, but generally our God 

respects our decision and our desire. Where God’s plan and our desire 

meet, the work of the Holy Spirit sparks. Therefore, we cannot emphasize 

enough our intention and desire in Christian faith.  

 

 When reaching the wisdom of the importance of our purpose and 

intention, we can find that our purpose and intention have concreted our life.   

Jesus goes up to Mt. Tabor with his three disciples. And his conversation 

with Moses and Elijah is witnessed by them. They see their great ancestors. 

What an amazing scene! Look at their teacher Jesus; he transfigures in 

front of them, and his clothes become shiny and white. How marvelous and 

magnificent it would be! After finishing the meeting, Jesus didn’t say to his 

disciples, “Isn’t it great? I met Moses and Elijah, and you saw that!” We 

read that his prime disciple Peter wants to stay on the scene. “Rabbi, it is 

good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for 

                                                           
7
 “

17 
He must acknowledge as firstborn the son of the one who is disliked, giving him a double portion of all that he 

has; since he is the first issue of his virility, the right of the firstborn is his.” (Deut. 21:17) 
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Moses, and one for Elijah.” Peter is privileged to witness the striking vision 

but doesn’t react properly. And Jesus corrects him by not staying on the 

mountain but by going down to his concrete reality for evangelization.   

 

 My friends in faith, Christianity sometimes leads us to experience 

unspeakable visions or miracles when necessary. However, it always 

encourages us to break the illusion and to throw us into our concrete reality. 

On the way to concrete our faith, like Elisha, like the patient in the portico of 

Solomon, and like the blind in Jericho, our purpose and intention are 

always being asked: “What do you want me to do?” And we are being 

challenged to attend the question. Do you have your intention? Do you 

have your purpose? What is your vision for the present and the future? 

What if Elijah or Jesus comes to us today and asks this question, then what 

would your answer be? This is a significant question that is relevant in 

every stage of our life. I hope you do not read this question in an 

aggressive voice rather in a soft nudging voice that gently invites you to 

always keep, recall, and refresh your intention and purpose in your life for 

God and for yourself. Let’s silently attend the gentle question.   

 

 


