
YORK UNITED MINISTRIES 
SUNDAY JUNE 13, 2021 

AT NEW HOPE UNITED CHURCH 
THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST1 

 
WE GATHER AS GOD’S PEOPLE 

 
Teaching of New Hymn:  
 
Prelude 
 
Words of Welcome   
 
Life and work of our Church   
 
Lighting the Christ Candle  
 “Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has 
 risen upon you.” 
 
Call to Worship 

O God our God, how glorious is your name in all the earth. Form the lips 
of children your praises reach the highest heavens. When I look to the 
heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars that you have 
set in their places. What are we humans that you should care for us? Yet 
you have made us a little less than divine and crowned us with honour 
and glory. God, our God how glorious is your name in all the earth! 

 
*Opening Hymn:   “Praise the Lord”   (#220 VU – vs. 1 & 4) 
 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, who rules all creation; 

 O my soul, praise him, at all times your health 
  and salvation. 
 Come, all who hear: 
 brothers and sisters draw near, 
 joining in glad adoration. 
 
 Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore him! 
 All that has life and breath come now with praises before him! 
 Let the Amen 

 sound from God's people again: 
 gladly with praise we adore him. 

                                                           
1 Bold print indicates a congregational response. *please stand if able. 



Opening Prayer  
As a great wave rises from the deep to wash away the clutter on a beach, 
so come O God to wash away our anxieties and cares into the still waters 
of peace. As the dark night retreats before the slivers if rising sun, so 
gracious God help us to retreat from our busy-ness into the light of your 
calm. As spring rains vigorously erase the dust from our streets, so dear 
God shower your love into our hearts and wash clean our souls. As the 
explosion of noonday sun brings to blossom the flowers of our gardens, so 
come gracious God with radiant joy into our hearts. For this we pray in 
the name of him who is the sun of soul the Saviour dear, Jesus the Christ. 
Amen. 

 
Response:   Psalm 20 Refrain  (#742 VU) 
   Not a word shall fail of the promise God has made. 
 
Words of Assurance  

Always dear people of God, become complete in your living. Be of good 
comfort. Be of one mind. Live in peace. And the God of love and peace 
will be with you always. Amen.   (2 Cor 13:11) 

  Thanks be to God. 

 
*Affirmation of Faith:  A New Creed 
    We are not alone, we live in God's world. 
  We believe in God: 
   who has created and is creating, 
   who has come in Jesus, 
   the Word made flesh, 
       to reconcile and make new, 
      who works in us and others by the Spirit. 

  We trust in God.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
  
  We are called to be the Church: 
      to celebrate God's presence, 
      to live with respect in Creation, 
      to love and serve others, 
      to seek justice and resist evil, 
      to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, 
      our judge and our hope.  

  In life, in death, in life beyond death, 
      God is with us. We are not alone.  
  Thanks be to God. 
 



Ministry of Music:   “As The Deer”  (Martin Nystrom) 
 Solo:  Faith Archer 
 

WE LISTEN FOR THE WORD OF GOD 
 
Prayer for Illumination  

O God, apart from your Spirit no one can hear your word. Apart from your 
Spirit no one can speak your word. And aside from your Spirit no one can 
live your word. So we pray that your Holy Spirit may dwell in our hearts 
daily that we may be your living word to others. Amen 

 
Scripture Reading  
Luke 14:1-14 
 On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the 
 Pharisees to eat a meal on the sabbath, they were watching him closely. 
 Just then, in front of him, there was a man who had dropsy. And Jesus 
 asked the lawyers and Pharisees, ‘Is it lawful to cure people on the 
 sabbath, or not?’ But they were silent. So Jesus took him and healed him, 
 and sent him away. Then he said to them, ‘If one of you has a child or an 
 ox that has fallen into a well, will you not immediately pull it out on a 

 sabbath day?’ And they could not reply to this.  

 When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honour, he told them 
 a parable. ‘When you are invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do 
 not sit down at the place of honour, in case someone more distinguished 
 than you has been invited by your host; and the host who invited both of 
 you may come and say to you, “Give this person your place”, and then in 
 disgrace you would start to take the lowest place. But when you are 
 invited, go and sit down at the lowest place, so that when your host 

 comes, he may say to you, “Friend, move up higher”; then you will be 
 honoured in the presence of all who sit at the table with you. For all who 
 exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will 
 be exalted.’  

 He said also to the one who had invited him, ‘When you give a luncheon 
 or a dinner, do not invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or 
 rich neighbours, in case they may invite you in return, and you would be 
 repaid. But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the 
 lame, and the blind. And you will be blessed, because they cannot repay 
 you, for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.’  

  



This is the Words of the witness.  
   Thanks be to God. 
 
Response Song: “Psalm 119”   (#840 VU - Refrain #5) 
    Your Word is a lamp for my feet and a light for my path. 
 
Time for Child in All of Us:  Video – Wedding Surprize 
 
Reflection:  “When You Throw a Party!”  Rev. Dr. Bill Fritz 
   
Music for Silent Reflection    
 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 
 
The Offering of our Gifts and Ourselves 
 Invitation: Jesus said: Let your light so shine before people that they  
  may see your good works and give glory to God who is in heaven. 
 *Doxology: “In Gratitude and Humble Trust”   (#544 VU) 
   In gratitude and humble trust 
    we bring our best today 

    to serve your cause and share your love 
    with all along life's way. 
   O God, who gave yourself to us 
    in Jesus Christ, your Son, 
    teach us to give ourselves each day 
    until life's work is done. 
 
Prayers of the People 
 Thanksgiving 

 Gracious God, thank you for showing us in Jesus, that in life’s darkest 
 hour you are with us. Your love is a sustaining power able to encourage 
 us onward. Thank you for the assurance that you O God walk with us 
 through all we may have to face today and in the week to come and 
 beyond. Thank you for being our companion and daily friend. Thank you 
 for showing us how to live, to suffer, to share and to support. And how to 
 rise above every weight of pandemic which still lingers around us. Thank 
 you Lord Jesus for spilling out your love for us. We falter and fall yet you 
 ACCEPT US. Daily we forget you, yet you forgive and urge us onward. 

 Intercession 
 We pray dear God for all those disabled by life’s unfairness. We 
 remember persons neglected, lonely and abandoned. This day will be long 
 for them. We pray for those stricken by crippling pandemic or accident. 



 Lord give them strength for their labour. We pray for families, and all the 
 children. Children in joyous homes and also children in troubled homes, 
 little ones innocent yearning for life and tenderness bewildered by 
 wreckage and ruin. Often abused by adults whom they should trust. Lord 
 we cry save the children, show them the embrace of Jesus in their 
 growing years. And may we all be a safe harbour for them.  This day we 
 join in anguish with indigenous families for the children who perished 
 under the watch of the residential schools. We sorrow in the words of the 
 Prophet Jeremiah: A voice was heard in Ramah. Lamentation and great 
 mourning. Rachel weeping for her children. Refusing to be comforted, 
 because they are no more.  
 Petition 
 We would open our hearts to you O God        
 To love your more dearly  
 To see you more clearly  
 And to serve you more nearly. 
 Make our lives like a window of your light to shine your love through us to 
 others. Make our hearts like a mirror to reflect  your love to all we meet 
 this day, this week and always….For we pray in the name of the One who 
 is the light and love of all Jesus the Lord who taught us to pray… 

 
The Lord’s Prayer  
 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
  thy kingdom come; thy will be done  
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread.  
 Forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those who trespass against us.   
 And lead us not into temptation,  

  but deliver us from evil,  
  for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
  forever and ever. Amen. 
 

WE GO FORTH TO LOVE AS CHRISTIANS IN THE WORLD 
 
*Closing Hymn:  ”We are Pilgrims”   (#595 VU – vs. 1,3,4,5)  
 We are pilgrims on a journey, 
 fellow travellers on the road; 

 we are here to help each other 
 walk the mile and bear the load. 
 
 I will hold the Christ-light for you 



 in the night-time of your fear; 
 I will hold my hand out to you, 
 speak the peace you long to hear. 
 
 I will weep when you are weeping, 
 when you laugh I'll laugh with you; 
 I will share your joy and sorrow, 
 till we've seen this journey through. 
 
 When we sing to God in heaven, 
 we shall find such harmony, 
 born of all we've known together 
 of Christ's love and agony.   

 
Blessing and Sending Forth  
 
Postlude  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

York United Ministries Announcements 
 
Worship Service  
All services will be recorded in advance and posted to YouTube on Sunday 
morning.  Today’s service was pre-recorded at New H:ope United Church. 

There will be no on-site services on Sundays until further notice. The video 
clip can be found at: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCL772mvVOna2VqaLlmkQsNw?view 
as=subscriber.  You may subscribe to the channel and turn on notifications 
in order to be informed automatically, or check out the church webpages or 
Facebook pages. You may click “LIKE” button or leave your comments on 
the online services to encourage each other. 
 
Serving Board of Vocation of the General Council  

The General Council of the Nomination Committee appointed Rev. Andrew 
K. Lee as the member of the Board of Vocation.  The members who serve 
so faithfully through the committees and task groups of the General Council 
are essential to living out the mission of The United Church of Canada.   
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Equally essential are all those who continue to guide, inspire, and support 
these members. 
 
Summer Closure 
YUM will have summer closure for five Sundays from July 4 to August 1. 
The worship service is going to resume on August 8. Rev. Lee will be 
working for ministry, including pastoral care, sermon recording, and Q-Box 
Series recording. 
 
YUM Ukulele Class 
The ukulele lessons for the people who are comfortable in daytime are 
arranged:  June 7(Mon.), 10(Thurs.), 15(Tues.), 17(Thurs.) from 11:30 a.m. 
– 12:00 p.m. Please contact Rev. Lee (leeky3@mcmaster.ca) 
 
YAYA - YTB Q-Box Series  
Q-Box Series are being updated. YAYA people, please check the YUM 
YouTube channel. 
 
Visitation Worship 
Rev. Andrew Lee is offering pastoral visitation with a short worship service. 

With proper physical distance, he will visit your driveway or backyard and 
share stories, Scriptures, hymns, and prayers. If you are comfortable and 
interested, please contact your church office or Rev. Lee.  
 
New Hope United Church Fundraiser – Frozen Meal Program.   
A very big thank you for the amazing support we received for our “First 
Menu” for the month of June. Details about our July menu have been 
forwarded by your home church.  To place an order or for additional 
information email Linda @ linda.k.davies49@gmail.com or call her at 416-

456-3433.  Orders received by June 15th will be delivered the 1st week of 
July.   
 
Offering 
Thank you for sending your offerings to the churches. Your offerings 
support the ministry of the church and have been much appreciated.  
Please mail a cheque to your church directly, or make an e-transfer:  
kcuc@bellnet.ca; yorkpinesuc@gmail.com; newhopeunited@bellnet.ca. 
 

Indigenous Sunday  
York Pines congregation is preparing the Indigenous Sunday service for 
June 27th.  The guest speaker will be Rev. Alf Dumont, joining us virtually 
from his home in Coquitlam BC.  The service will also have contributions by 
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congregation members.  The Indigenous Sunday service has been part of 
York Pines' church calendar for more than a decade and this year it seems 
more timely than ever.  Please join with us on the 27th. 
 
Reading & Writing Isaiah (Daily Devotionals) 
“While physical training is of some value, godliness is valuable in every 
way.” (1Timothy 4:8) Let’s write our journal with the Bible verses every day 
as a form of individual spiritual exercises. Handwriting the verses given and 
your own short reflection time are encouraged. The Bible passages are 
provided each week in the bulletin. 

• Monday, June 14 – Isaiah 66:1-2 
• Tuesday, June 15 – Isaiah 66:18 
• Wednesday, June 16 – Isaiah 66:19 
• Thursday, June 17 – Isaiah 66:20 
• Friday, June 18 – Isaiah 66:21 
• Saturday, June 19 – Isaiah 66:22 
 

YUM Calendar (May-June) 
June 7,10,15,17 Ukulele Lessons 
June 19  Food Bank at York Pines UC 

June 22 New Hope UC Counsel Meeting 
 

Navy Bike Ride 2021 
Rev. Lee invites YUM congregation members, adherents, and their friends 
to join and support his unit, HMCS YORK by bike riding. Participation is 
easy: Create your account of Race Roaster and just log your date and kms 
cycled to the website. Click this link and register 
"http://raceroster.com/events/2021/36550/navy-bike-ride-2021/register?team=306513" and choose "I 
am riding for others” and fill out your home address for your possible order 

of cycling jersey if needed.  By clicking the link above, you will 
automatically be part of the HMCS YORK team with Rev. Lee.  He is shown 
as Lt(N) KUN YOUNG LEE in the list along with your name.  The event starts 
June 12 and runs through to August 29. Support HMCS YORK.  The 
donation is optional.  If you don’t want to donate, click the “clear donation” 
button on the right upper side of the donation page.  100% of your 
donation will go to Royal Canadian Navy HMCS YORK whether you click his 
name or not. 

  

http://raceroster.com/events/2021/36550/navy-bike-ride-2021/register?team=306513


Worship Schedule  
  

June 6 June 13 June 20 June 27 

Preacher Rev. Andrew  
Lee 

 

Rev. Bill Fritz Rev. Andrew Lee Rev. Alf Dumont 

Location York Pines UC New Hope UC King City UC York Pines 

Announcements Suzanne Svadjian Thom Stenson   

Scripture Reading Deb Carpenter Dahlia Buchanan   

Choir Deb Carpenter, 

Brenda Walker & 
Christine Gunter 

Faith Archer 
Dahlia Buchanan 

  

Music Director Ted Anderson Sunny Rakovac Rosemary 
Karunaratne 

Ted Anderson 

Recording  June 3 (Thurs.) 
at 10:30 

June 10 (Thurs.) 
at 10:00 

  

Church  Second After 
Pentecost 

Third After 
Pentecost 

Fourth After 
Pentecost 

Fifth After 
Pentecost 

UCC/YUM 

Calendar 

Union Sunday  UN World 

Refugee Day 

Canadian 

Multiculturalism 
Day/ 

Indigenous 
Sunday  

Liturgical Color Red Red Red Red 

 

Minute for Mission by Mission & Service 

ORA helps people move through grief and loss  

 

People experiencing loss share what brings them hope on a wall at Ste-

Geneviève United Church.  (Credit: ORA.   Published On: May 25, 2021) 



“Languishing.” That’s the latest popular word to describe how many of us 
feel as the pandemic rolls on. Some organizations, like the Canadian Mental 
Health Association (CMHA), are flagging the potential for a mental health 
“echo pandemic,” explaining that even after the virus is brought under 
control it could be followed by a pandemic of mental health issues. 

“Concerns about the mental health impacts of COVID-19 align with recent 
research on the mental health consequences of large-scale traumatic, 
natural, and environmental disasters. Disasters are frequently accompanied 
by increases in mental health problems…all of which can persist for 
prolonged periods,” says CMHA in a policy brief. 

COVID-19 has amplified grief, which for some can contribute to mental 
health issues. 

None of us is a stranger to grief these days. Losses are piling up: income 
and security, physical contact with loved ones, future plans, rituals like 
funerals and weddings, going to school in person, losing loved ones to the 
virus. To quote grief expert David Kessler, “This is hitting us and we’re 
grieving. Collectively. We are not used to this kind of collective grief in the 
air.” 

Blessedly, numerous organizations that your Mission & Service gifts support 
provide crucial mental health services. From chaplaincies, to shelters, to 
addiction treatment, to counselling services, your support is there. 

ORA Loss & Living Program, a non-profit community outreach initiative 
developed by Ste-Geneviève United Church in Dollard-des-Ormeaux, 
Quebec, is one organization your gifts support. ORA, named after a Maori 
word meaning “life,” helps people move through grief and loss in order to 

lead full and fulfilling lives. So far, peer-support groups hosted by skilled 
facilitators have been held for family caregivers, refugees, seniors, widows, 
and churches in transition. 

“We have offered online conversation during the pandemic. Many social 
workers and students participated to get a handle on coping mechanisms 
for grief in general and COVID grief in particular,” says Judy Coffin, ORA’s 
former program coordinator and ongoing volunteer. ORA is currently 
running an online widow support group, cooking program, and 
yoga/meditation group. 

“Everyone in the world gets hit with loss and grief at some point in life, but 
most of us are totally unprepared to deal with it. Learning how to 

https://hbr.org/2020/03/that-discomfort-youre-feeling-is-grief


acknowledge, recognize—and even embrace—our grief allows us to start 
rebuilding our lives around our loss,” says Coffin. 

Your gifts through Mission & Service help transform lives during life’s most 
stressful times. Thank you.  

 

https://united-church.ca/donate

