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WALKING WITH GOD 
King City United Church 

Sunday, February 2, 2020 
When my father died, I remember writing poetry as a way to 

cope with the grief and one of the images I used was a hand clenched 
into a fist shaking angrily at the sky.  Do you ever feel like that?  Have 
you ever contended with God?  Have you ever felt angry at God?  
Blamed God?  Turned from God?  Denied God?  Wrestled with God?  
Have you ever felt weary in your faith, feeling let down and 
disappointed?  Disappointed with God? 

Perhaps someone died, and it just wasn't fair.  Or a promotion 
and raise didn't come through.  Or someone less deserving than you 
stepped in front and took the glory.  Perhaps someone let you down, 
someone you love, your children, your parents, your spouse, your best 
friend, yourself.  Perhaps your Church let you down, the minister, your 
so-called brothers and sisters.  Perhaps the Church, this Church, this 
denomination, the universal Church is on a path with which you 
disagree, and you feel left out or betrayed or let down.  Someone is to 
blame.  It isn't fair.  God must be behind it, or at least God let it 
happen.  Have you ever contended with God?  Most of us have at 
some time or other, but our responses are not always the same. 

Some refuse to respond.  They choose the agnostic option, which 
is to choose not to choose.  In a sense, they refuse to contend with 
God, neither denying nor affirming God.  Practically speaking though, 
you cannot live without making a decision either for or against God, so 
that agnosticism reduces in most instances to practical atheism.1 

Some others respond with a leap of faith into rejection, the 
rejection of God, which is atheism.  Such are sensitive to and 
overcome by the pain of the world, both their own and others.  
Rightly, they protest against it.  Wrongly, they blame God and 
therefore reject God. 

Scott Peck, the well-known American psychiatrist tells the story 
of a patient named Ted.  Ted's life was lonely and paralyzed.  He 
wasn't really living.  And he blamed God.  Ted told the story of how 
one summer while working in Florida a hurricane hit.  Ted liked storms 
and so at the height of the storm he foolishly, perhaps suicidally, went 
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out on a pier.  A wave washed him off into the ocean.  Then another 
wave washed him back onto the pier.  Peck asked him what he 
thought about that. 

"Well, I guess I feel I was fortunate." 
"Fortunate?" Peck queried.  "Just an unusual coincidence, that 

backwash wave?" 
"Yes that's all." 
"Some might call it miraculous," Peck commented. 
"I guess I was lucky." 
"It's interesting, Ted, that whenever something significantly 

painful happens to you, you rail against God, you rail against what a 
terrible world it is.  But when something good happens to you, you 
guess you're lucky.  A minor tragedy and it's God's fault.  A miraculous 
blessing and it's a bit lucky.  What do you make of that?"2 

What do you make of that?  Some respond to tragedy and pain 
with the blame and rejection of God and the faith of disbelief. 

Then there are others who respond with the leap of faith into the 
affirmation of God, which is faith in God in spite of apparent 
contradictions. 

A few weeks ago, I mentioned Rigoberta Menchu, winner of the 
Nobel Peace Prize in 1992.  Let me remind you of who she is.  
Rigoberta Menchu is a Guatemalan peasant woman of the Quiche 
Mayan people with roots back before the Spanish Conquest.  She grew 
up in poverty.  Her father was arrested and jailed as a political 
agitator.  He was released and later killed.  Her sixteen year old 
brother Petrocinio was detained, tortured and then in public in front of 
his mother and family and friends doused with gasoline and burned to 
death.  Her mother was kidnapped, raped, mutilated and left in the 
streets as food for the dogs.  How would you have reacted to that 
horror?  Anger, devastation, depression.  What would your response 
be towards God?  Agnosticism, atheism, indifference, anger, rejection? 

Those who have met Rigoberta Menchu describe her as a person 
at peace, calm, serene, joyful, hopeful.  Her response has been the 
response of faith.  "I know," she wrote, "that no-one can take my 
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Christian faith away from me.  Not the government, nor fear, nor 
weapons."  And from that faith and from her experience she chose to 
act faithfully.  "Together we can build the people's Church, a true 
Church.  Not just a hierarchy, or a building, but a real change inside 
people.  I chose this as my contribution to the people's war.  I am 
convinced that the people, the masses, are the only ones capable of 
transforming society.  It's not just another theory.  I chose to stay in 
the city among the people, instead of choosing to take up arms...This 
is my cause."3 

From her self-imposed exile in Mexico, she led the Peasant Unity 
Committee working for national reconciliation in a politically and 
racially divided country.  The Nobel Committee described her as [One 
who] "stands out as a vivid symbol of peace and reconciliation across 
ethnic cultural and social dividing lines, in her own country, on the 
American continent and in the world."4  Instead of becoming an angry, 
divisive, hateful person, Rigoberta Menchu became a peaceful, loving, 
caring person working for reconciliation.  She responded to the 
challenges of life with faith. 

A more subtle response is one which looks like the response of 
faith but which is really practical atheism as deeds belie words.  Our 
words profess faith, but our actions proclaim faithlessness.5  This is the 
kind of faith typified by lip service. 

In our Old Testament lesson this morning from the sixth chapter 
of Micah, God began by recounting God's goodness to Israel.  Then the 
people asked, "With what shall I come before the Lord?"  "With what 
gift shall I come into God's presence?"  The question itself implies the 
faith of lip service, a faith that thinks in terms of externals.  What 
things can I bring to appease God?6 

The prophet Micah answers on behalf of God by restating the 
question, "What does God require of us?"  Not what gifts can we bring, 
but what is required of us.  What God wants is not things.  Certainly 
concrete offerings to God are desirable, even necessary.  They express 
our devotion, or at least they can express our devotion.  It's just that 
sometimes they are a substitute for our devotion, but God wants 
quality.  God wants us and not just what we bring.  God wants our 
heart and soul and with them our whole life and our actions.  "God has 
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showed you what is good;" Micah says, "and what does the Lord 
require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk 
humbly with your God?"7 

I’m sure you’ve seen the bumper sticker, "Honk if you love 
Jesus."  In the pulpit of St. Mary's Anglican Church in Richmond Hill 
there used to be another bumper sticker which read, "If you love 
Jesus, do justice.  Any fool can honk."  "Do justice." 

The Hebrew verb used here is dynamic.  It means action.  It 
means not just being just; it means doing justice.  Charity isn't 
enough.  It is important, even essential, but not enough.  Maintain the 
rights of the weak.  Help the helpless.  Become an advocate for those 
unjustly treated. 

Hear the words once more of Rigoberta Menchu, "It is not God's 
will that we should live in suffering, that God did not give us that 
destiny, but that [people] on earth have imposed this suffering, 
poverty, misery and discrimination on us.... 

"We have understood that being a Christian means refusing to 
accept all the injustices which are committed against our people, 
refusing to accept the discrimination committed against a humble 
people who barely know what eating meat is but who are treated 
worse than horses. 

"We feel it is the duty of Christians to create the kingdom of God 
on Earth among our [brothers and sisters]...."8 

Doing justice is the way of kindness and is based on a kindness 
that recognizes and identifies with the needy, a kindness which sees 
every needy person as a sister or brother, a kindness which sees the 
face of Christ in every painful grimace.9  And such kindness responds 
with the establishment of justice.  To love kindness is to do justice. 

Kindness or mercy are deceiving English translations.  The 
Hebrew refers to covenant unity.  Mercy or kindness is the conduct 
towards others who are kin or friends.  It is duty arising from close 
bonds, community and solidarity.  Love, mercy and goodwill are terms 
that are too weak.  Mercy here comes from mutuality.  It is the basis 
of, but greater than, doing justice.  It is the attitude that those in need 
are your brothers and sisters. 
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The basis of our mercy, of course, is God's mercy, and the model 
of our love is God's love expressed in Christ.  In Christ God identified 
with the needy and had compassion. 

Tom Harpur once told the story of his meeting with Mother 
Teresa in Calcutta at Christmas 1979.  When visiting her hostel for the 
dead and dying, nurse Daphne Rae handed him a tin plate with a 
chunk of bread and a mug of broth and said, "Feed that man," pointing 
to a grizzled Hindu man lying on a pallet dying of some unknown 
fever.  He was dismayed, shocked, repelled by the idea, but the nurse 
gave him no option.  However, as he knelt breaking bread and pouring 
broth, his revulsion and fear were overcome, and for a moment he 
glimpsed Christ in the needy man lying before him.10  "When you did 
to the least of these, my brothers and sisters, you did it unto me."11  
Love kindness. 

And what is kindness but simply the result, the manifestation, of 
our humble walk with God? 

Humility is not self-effacement.  Humility is going God's way 
rather that your own way.  Humility is therefore the stance of faith.  It 
depends on trust.  It is an attitude of the heart and not just the 
head.12 

Wilfred Cantwell Smith reminds us that the word "creed", which 
means what we believe, comes from two Latin words which mean to 
give your heart.  Similarly, the English word "believe" comes from the 
German "belieben" that which we love.13 

Walking humbly with your God is an act of loving trust and giving 
your heart.  It begins with God's love for you and continues with your 
love for God and for others.  God's love and mercy engender kindness 
in you that in turn motivates your actions toward justice. 

What God wants is sacrifice, but not sacrifice of things, rather the 
sacrifice of persons, the sacrifice of yourself.  What God wants is the 
sacrifice of life, not the life of others but your own life.  Radical 
repentance – turning toward God.  Radical conversion – going with 
God.  This is what God has showed us in Christ.  And this is what the 
world needs, those who are willing to walk with God and thereby to 
walk with the needy. 
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"We don't need a king in a palace," Rigoberta Menchu wrote, "but 
a brother [or sister] who lives with us.  We don't need a leader to 
show us where God is, to say whether [God] exists or not, because, 
through our own conception of God, we know there is a God and that, 
as the father of us all, [God] does not wish even one of his children to 
die, or be unhappy, or have no joy in life."14 

This is what the world needs.  Those who are willing to walk 
humbly with God and as brothers and sisters with God's people, loving 
kindness and doing justice.  So may it be for you and me.  So may it 
be. 

Amen. 
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