
 

 

YORK UNITED MINISTRIES 
Sunday February 21, 2021 

At York Pines United Church 
First Sunday in Lent 

 
WE GATHER AS GOD’S PEOPLE 

 
Prelude: When I Survey the Wondrous Cross   C. Callahan 
 
Words of Welcome 
 
Life and Work of the Church 
 
Acknowledgement of the Land 

By now we know fully that we gather in the territory of the 
Ojibway peoples of the Mississaugas of the Credit.  We support 
and accept the principles of Truth and Reconciliation.  We 
acknowledge Anishinabe stewardship to Mother Earth as we 
worship, listen, learn, share, and heal together, with mutual 
respect, in the name of Gitchi-Manitou “The Great Spirit", The 
Holy One of Blessing, The God of Peace.  Amen. 

 
Lighting The Christ Candle 
 
Call to Worship  

Bless the Lord O my soul. And all that is within me bless His 
holy name. Bless the Lord O my soul and forget not all His 
benefits: who forgives all your sins, who heals all your 
diseases, who redeems your life from destruction and who 
crowns you  with loving kindness and tender mercies.       
(Psalm 103: 1-4) 

 
*OPENING HYMN: What a Friend    VU 664 (vs. 1,2,3) 
 What a friend we have in Jesus, 
  all our sins and griefs to bear! 
 What a privilege to carry 



 

 

  everything to God in prayer! 
 O what peace we often forfeit, 
  O what needless pain we bear, 
 all because we do not carry 
  everything to God in prayer. 
 
 Have we trials and temptations? 
  Is there trouble anywhere? 
 We should never be discouraged; 
  take it to the Lord in prayer. 
 Can we find a friend so faithful, 
  who will all our sorrows share? 
 Jesus knows our every weakness; 
  take it to the Lord in prayer. 
 
 Are we weak and heavy laden, 
  cumbered with a load of care? 
 Christ the Saviour is our refuge; 
  take it to the Lord in prayer. 
 Do our friends despise, forsake us? 
  Are we tempted to despair? 
 Jesus' strength will shield our weakness, 
  and we'll find new courage there. 
 
Opening Prayer 

Gracious God how incomprehensible you are. Your greatness 
exceeds our grasp. How fearfully and wonderfully you have 
created all things. And in Jesus the Christ you have wrapped 
our flesh around yourself  to bring to us love so amazing so 
divine. Yet we confess that daily we turn away from that love 
and walk in ways that are against your holy presence. For we 
ask for your forgiveness in the Name of your everlasting love 
who is Jesus the Christ...Amen 

 
Response Song:  “Psalm 25” VU 752 Refrain #2 
   To You, O God, I lift my soul, to you I lift my soul. 



 

 

Words of Assurance: Psalm 103: 1-4  (as above) 
Bless the Lord O my soul. And all that is within me bless His 
holy name. Bless the Lord O my soul and forget not all His 
benefits: who forgives all your sins, who heals all your 
diseases, who redeems your life from destruction and who 
crowns you  with loving kindness and tender mercies. 

Thanks be to God…Amen. 
 
Affirmation of Faith: A New Creed 
    We are not alone, we live in God's world. 
   We believe in God: 
     who has created and is creating, 
     who has come in Jesus, 
      the Word made flesh, 
      to reconcile and make new, 
     who works in us and others by the Spirit. 
  
 We trust in God. 
 We are called to be the Church: 
     to celebrate God's presence, 
     to live with respect in Creation, 
     to love and serve others, 
     to seek justice and resist evil, 
     to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, 
     our judge and our hope.  
 
 In life, in death, in life beyond death, 
     God is with us. 
     We are not alone. Thanks be to God. 
 
Ministry of Music: Gaelic Blessing  J. Rutter  

 
WE LISTEN TO THE WORD OF GOD 

 
Prayer for Illumination  

O God apart from Your Spirit we cannot hear your Word. Apart 
from your Spirit we cannot speak Your Word. And aside from 



 

 

your Spirit we cannot live Your Word. Now we pray Your Holy 
Spirit to indwell our hearts so that we may be Your Living Word 
for others. Amen. 

 
Scripture Readings  
Isaiah 53: 1-6 
1 Who has believed what we have heard? 
    And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? 
2 For he grew up before him like a young plant, 
    and like a root out of dry ground; 
he had no form or majesty that we should look at him, 
    nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. 
3 He was despised and rejected by others; 
    a man of suffering[a] and acquainted with infirmity; 
and as one from whom others hide their faces[b] 
    he was despised, and we held him of no account. 

4 Surely he has borne our infirmities 
    and carried our diseases; 
yet we accounted him stricken, 
    struck down by God, and afflicted. 
5 But he was wounded for our transgressions, 
    crushed for our iniquities; 
upon him was the punishment that made us whole, 
    and by his bruises we are healed. 
6 All we like sheep have gone astray; 
    we have all turned to our own way, 
and the LORD has laid on him 
    the iniquity of us all. 

  
Matthew 23: 37-39 
37 “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and 
stones those who are sent to it! How often have I desired to 
gather your children together as a hen gathers her brood under 
her wings, and you were not willing! 38 See, your house is left 
to you, desolate. 39 For I tell you, you will not see me again 



 

 

until you say, ‘Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the 
Lord.’” 

This is the witness of the Church.  
Thanks be to God. 

 
Response Song “Psalm 119” VU 840 Refrain #5     
Your word is a lamp for my feet and a light for my path. 
 
Time for the Child in All of Us 
 
Reflection: “A Grief Observed”   Rev. Dr. Bill Fritz 
 
Music for Silent Reflection:  Interlude 10 A. Moore 

 
WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

 
The Offering of Our Gifts and Ourselves 
      Invitation: Jesus said: Let your light shine before people 
that they may see your good works and give glory to God who is 
in Heaven. 
 
*Doxology: “In the Bleak Midwinter” (#55 VU, verse 4)  

What can I give him, poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 
if I were a wise man, I would do my part; 
yet what I can I give him - give my heart. 

 
Pastoral Prayers of the People 
Because we do not make ourselves. Because we do not keep 
ourselves. Because we cannot forgive ourselves…our hearts reach 
out to you O God. We thank you for our creation, preservation 
and redemption in Jesus the Christ. 
In this time of COVID pandemic, we thank you …For hills to climb, 
for burdens to carry, for temptations to resist, for fears to 
overcome, for we know that You O Lord are with us. We thank 



 

 

you O God for all that helps us in this walk of life. The 
remembrance of those who walked before us and did it well. 
Signs of your presence Lord in unlikely places surprising us with 
joy. The statement of lives given totally in your service in selfless 
love. And the work of your Holy Spirit in minds and hearts 
blessing us always. 
INTERCESSION 
This day by your power and presence we ask that you bless those 
who serve us so well by their devotion. The front-line workers in 
hospitals and care homes. Those who rise early to deliver our 
food and produce. Those who clean rooms and halls by night. 
Those who assure our electronic devices function. Those who 
stock shelves and work in back rooms and basements. Those who 
assure turbines turn producing electricity. Those who set tables, 
clean kitchens and welcome the homeless to their food tables. O 
Lord, make us aware of the 100’s, the 1000’s whose work is 
crucial for our care. 
This morning we pray for the ill. We pray for those who are 
gasping their final breath. We pray for missionaries near and far. 
For our nation we pray. Especially peoples from other lands who 
have found sanctuary here. We pray for the children…children 
who are cherished and loved…children who are abandoned and 
beaten. We pray for them. 
PETITION 
As we near the holy ground of Gethsemane and Golgotha we 
remember the heavy cross that Jesus carried for our sake and 
salvation. In humility we confess our unworthiness. Our self 
denials so few. Our scars so scarce. Our courage so contained. 
Our passion so pathetic. And yet how greatly you love us. 
Bring us dear father beneath the cross of Jesus. Bring us to kneel 
there before him. Allow us to come sinners that we are to receive 
mercy from the ONE WHOSE NAME IS UNDYING AND 
EVERLASTING LOVE. 
For this we pray in HIS NAME… 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done  



 

 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread.  
 Forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those who trespass against us.   
 And lead us not into temptation,  
   but deliver us from evil,  
   for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
   forever and ever. Amen. 
 

VIDEO: Amazing Grace 
 

We Go Forth to Live as Christians in the World 
 
*Closing Hymn: “Go Now In Peace” 

Go now in peace.  Never be afraid.   
God will go with you each hour of ev’ry day.   
Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true.   
Know He will guide you in all you do.   
Go now in love and show you believe.   
Reach out to others so all the world can see.  
God will be there watching from above.  
Go now in peace, in faith and in love. 

 
Blessing and Sending Forth 

Now dear people be strong and steady, always thriving in 
God’s work. And know this, that in God your labour is never in 
vain. (1 Cor 15:58) 
And now may the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of 
God and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all.  
(2 Cor 13:14) 

 
Postlude: Jesu Priceless Treasure  J. Walther 
 



 

 

York United Ministries Announcements 
 
Worship Service  
Due to changing circumstances, all services will be recorded in 
advance and posted to YouTube on Sunday morning.  Today’s 
service was pre-recorded at York Pines United Church. There will 
be no on-site services on Sundays until further notice. The video 
clip can be found at: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCL772mvVOna2VqaLlmkQsN
w?view as=subscriber.  You may subscribe to the channel and 
turn on notifications in order to be informed automatically, or 
check out the church webpages or Facebook pages.  
 
YTB Lent Series 
York Pines UC hosted Ash Wednesday Worship Service at 11 a.m. 
on February 17th.  In the Lent season in 2021, YUM will offer YTB 
Lent Series for reflection and spiritual practice. The schedule 
follows: 
    February 17 (Wednesday)  

Ash Wednesday Service at 11 a.m. at YPUC 
    February 25 (Thursday)  

Reflection and Spiritual Practice (Online only) 
       March 4  (Thursday)  

Reflection and Spiritual Practice (Online only) 
       March 11 (Thursday)  

Reflection and Spiritual Practice (Online only) 
 March 18 (Thursday)  

Reflection and Spiritual Practice (Online only) 
 March 25 (Thursday)  

Reflection and Spiritual Practice (Online only) 
 April 1 (Thursday)  

Maundy Thursday Worship Service at 11 a.m. at NHUC 
       April 2 (Friday) 

Good Friday Worship Service at 11 a.m. at KCUC 
  
 
 



 

 

YAYA - YTB Q-Box Series  
The ministers and the teachers accepted questions about the 
Bible or church life from the YAYA group members. The questions 
will be responded through our YouTube channel, titled "YAYA-
YTB: Q-Box Series" and will air in February. Thank you for your 
questions. 
 
Zoom Gathering 
Last Sunday, the Zoom gathering of KCUC went well. Each church 
will have a Zoom Gathering with regular rotation, and this time is 
for KCUC members. It is coffee time with casual conversation for 
10-20 minutes. You may freely join and leave on the day for your 
church. The Zoom invitation will be informed through email by 
the church offices. Please contact your church office for further 
details. The schedule follows: 
 
Today, February 21st at 11:30 a.m. for York Pines United Church 
members. This is the Annual Congregational Meeting. The 
invitation to join will be sent the morning of February 21st.  
  
On February 28th at 11:30 a.m. for New Hope United Church 
members. 
 
York Pines Book Club 
Hope you are able to get a copy of our next book "As Bright as 
Heaven" by Susan Meissner and you can join for lively discussion 
on Zoom, Wednesday February 24th at 7:00 p.m. King City and 
New Hope folks most welcome to join. To receive an invitation to 
the meeting, please email: office.ypuc@rogers.com  
 
Offering 
Thank you for sending your offerings to the churches. Your 
offerings support the ministry of the church, show your dedication 
as a Christian and have been much appreciated.  Please mail a 
cheque to your church directly, or make an e-transfer:  
kcuc@bellnet.ca; office.ypuc@rogers.com; 
newhopeunited@bellnet.ca. 



 

 

Reading & Writing Isaiah (Daily Devotionals) 
“While physical training is of some value, godliness is valuable in 
every way.” (1 Timothy 4:8) Let’s write our journal with the Bible 
verses every day as a form of individual spiritual exercises. 
Handwriting the verses given and your own short reflection time 
are encouraged. The Bible passages are provided each week in 
the bulletin. 

• Monday, February 22 – Ecclesiastes 10:2 
• Tuesday, February 23 – Ecclesiastes 11:6 
• Wednesday, February 24 – Ecclesiastes 12:6-7 
• Thursday, February 25 – Isaiah 1:27-28 
• Friday, February 26 – Isaiah 2:3 
• Saturday, February 27 – Isaiah 3:10 

 
Upcoming Dates 
February 1-28 Black History Month 
February 21  YPUC Annual Congregational Meeting  
    York Pines zoom at 11:30 a.m. 
February 26     YTB Lent Series 2/8  
   Reflection and Spiritual Practice (Online only) 
 
Worship Schedule  
 

 Feb. 21 Feb. 28 Mar. 7 Mar. 14 

Preacher Rev. Dr. 
William R. 
(Bill) Fritz 

Rev. Andrew 
Lee 

Robert 
Murdock 

Rev. Andrew 
Lee 

Location York Pines UC 
(Online only) 

New Hope UC 
(Online only) 

King City UC York Pines UC 

Announcements Christine Gunter  
Dahlia Buchanan 

Maria Ongaro  

Scripture Reading Muriel Cober Tobi Baumhard  

Choir Christine Gunter 
Brenda Walker 

Rev. Andrew Lee 
Dahlia Buchanan 

  

Music Director Ted Anderson Sunny Rakovac Rosemary 
DeSilva 

Ted Anderson 



 

 

Church Calendar Lent 1 Lent 2 Lent 3 Lent 4 

UCC/YUM 
Calendar 

Black History 
Month 3 

Black History 
Month 4 

Mar.5: 
World Day of 
Prayer 

Mar. 8: 
International 
Women’s Day 

PIE Day 

Liturgical Color Purple Purple Purple Purple 

 
 

Minute for Mission by Mission & Service 

 

<The Sankofa bird > 



 

 

Credit: Logo for the Sankofa Global Project, Public domain, via Wikimedia Commons 

It isn’t hard to rhyme off statistics that show racism is alive and 
well. For example, third-generation Black Canadians make about 
$32,000 a year compared with the $48,000 earned by those who 
aren’t a visible minority. While 94 percent of young Black 
Canadians want to complete a university degree, just 60 percent 
think it is possible. And Black Canadians are more likely than any 
other racial group in Canada to be the victims of hate crime, 
perhaps not surprising considering the last segregated school in 
Canada didn’t shut its doors until 1983. 

February is Black History Month. Since 1996, Canadians have set 
aside this time to recognize the realities faced by people of 
African descent and honour their contributions. 

It’s the perfect month to make this announcement: 

Thanks to support through Mission & Service and the United 
Church Foundation, six young Black adults will begin to collect 
stories from Black church members about their experiences in the 
church as well as their knowledge of Black church history. This 
fall, they will facilitate online gatherings to share learnings. The 
project runs through December 2021. 

“Hopefully, the young adults will gather prophetic stories that 
help us understand Black experiences in our churches. The aim 
isn’t so much to identify what we do wrong. It’s not about blame. 
It’s about hearing the experiences and asking ourselves ‘Where 
do we go from here?’” says Emo Yango, who works in the United 
Church’s Communities in Mission unit. Yango adds that one of the 
aspects of the project he finds exciting is building leaders. “We 
lack resources from Black voices, especially younger ones. We are 
building leaders. These leaders will help us live into our 
commitment to become an anti-racist church.” 

Becoming anti-racist is an ongoing journey of transformation. 
Your gifts through Mission & Service help us take vital steps 



 

 

forward. Thank you for helping to build stronger Christian 
communities and a better world.  


