
 

 

YORK UNITED MINISTRIES  
 

Sunday, September 20, 2020 
Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 
Bold print indicates a congregational out loud but muted response. 

*please stand when you are asked, if able.  
 
 

We Gather as God’s People 
 

Prelude 
 
Words of Welcome 
 
Life and Work of Our Church 
 
Acknowledgement of the Land 

By now we know fully that we gather in the territory of the Ojibway 
peoples of the Mississaugas of the Credit.  We support and accept the 
principles of Truth and Reconciliation.  We acknowledge Anishinabe 
stewardship to Mother Earth as we worship, listen, learn, share, and heal 
together, with mutual respect, in the name of Gitchi-Manitou “The Great 
Spirit", The Holy One of Blessing, The God of Peace.  Amen 

 
Call to Worship (based on Psalm 145) 

Great is God and greatly to be praised.  We come to celebrate God’s 
abundant goodness and to sing aloud of God’s righteousness.  God is 
gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.  
God is good to ll, and God’s compassion extends to all.  God lifts us those 
who are fallen down and raises up those who are bowed.  God is better to 
us that we deserve.  Let us rejoice and praise God.  Let us begin with 
song. 

 
*Opening Hymn:  “Your Hand, O God, Has Guided”  

  (VU 274, verses 1 & 5)  



 

 

Please insert the lyrics 

Opening Prayer 
Our God, you have indeed guided your people in ever age.  When we 
were in need you came to us.  You sent Moses to bring forth a captive 
people to freedom.  You led them through the wilderness with a pillar of 
cloud by day and fire by night.  You parted the obstacles in front of them 
to clear the way.  You provided water when they thirst and gave them 
daily bread when hunger threatened.  We come here to listen again to 
those stories, to request your help and guidance, and to proclaim to the 
world that like the Hebrew people before us we are your people and you 
are our God.  Yet also like them we are sometimes scared to move on 
and afraid to trust you.  Sometimes we get frustrated and complain 
about things taking our anger out on those around us.  Sometimes we 
get dissatisfied with what we have and want more.  Sometimes we are 
ungrateful forgetting to give thanks to you and to each other for so many 
wonderful gifts of your grace, both large and small.  For these behaviours 
and for the spirit behind them we are sorry and we ask for your 
forgiveness, for a chance to begin again and for your assistance as we 
continue our journey of faith.  All this we pray in the name of Jesus, our 
friend and companion, our Saviour and Lord, our teacher who taught us 
to pray by saying, 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (out loud but muted) 
  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
  Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, 
    on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread.  
  Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespasses 
   against us.  
  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 
   for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
   forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Words of Assurance (based on Psalm 145: 8) 
Over and over again in the Bible, we are taught that God is merciful and 
loving, compassionate and gracious, always ready to forgive and to renew 
us.  Be assured today that God loves you and let us live as God’s loved, 



 

 

renewed and forgiven people.  So may it be for you and me.  So may it 
be.  Amen. 
 
Ministry of Music  “Holy Ground” Soloist:  John Kell 

 
We Listen for the Word of God 

 
Prayer for Illumination 

Let us pray:  Revealing God, open our hearts and minds by the power of 
your Holy Spirit so that as the scriptures are read and your Word is 
proclaimed we may hear what you are saying to us today.  Amen. 
 

Scripture Reading 
 Matthew 20: 1-16 

This parable of Jesus about the labourers in the vineyard is very 
troublesome.  It seems unfair that all workers receive the same pay 
regardless of when they began to work.  However, it is not about money, 
but rather the reign of God and the absolute sovereignty of God's love.  
The currency of the God’s realm is grace, not coinage.  Grace comes to us 
as the free gift of God totally unmerited in spite of all our worthy efforts. 
Listen for the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 
"For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the 
morning to hire laborers for his vineyard.  After agreeing with the laborers 
for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard.  When he went 
out about nine o'clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace; 
and he said to them, 'You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you 
whatever is right.'  So they went.  When he went out again about noon 
and about three o'clock, he did the same.  And about five o'clock he went 
out and found others standing around; and he said to them, 'Why are you 
standing here idle all day?'  They said to him, 'Because no one has hired 
us.' He said to them, 'You also go into the vineyard.'  When evening 
came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, 'Call the laborers 
and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the 
first.'  When those hired about five o'clock came, each of them received 
the usual daily wage.  Now when the first came, they thought they would 
receive more; but each of them also received the usual daily wage.  And 
when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, saying, 
'These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us 
who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.'  But he 



 

 

replied to one of them, 'Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not 
agree with me for the usual daily wage?  Take what belongs to you and 
go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you.  Am I not 
allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious 
because I am generous?'  So the last will be first, and the first will be 
last." 
 
This is the Good News of Jesus Christ. 

Praise to Christ, the Word.  Amen. 
 
Time for the Child in All of Us 
 
Reflection:  “The Grace of God“ 
 
Music for Silent Reflection 
 

We Respond to God’s Word 
 
The Offering of our Gifts and Ourselves 

Invitation:  In the wilderness of our lives, God has given us bread and 
water to renew our souls and spirits.  Let us thank God with our gifts of 
thanksgiving. 

 *Doxology:  (VU 543, verse 1, out loud but muted) 
We give thee but thine own 
whate’er the gift may be; 
all that we have is thine alone, 
a trust, O God, from thee. 

 
Prayers of the People & Offertory Prayer  

O God, you are our God; we are your people.  And so we have brought 
our offerings to you in thanksgiving.  Thank you. 
Creating God, ever restoring and renovating, our souls thirst and hunger 
for you.  Our bodies seek your strengthening and regeneration.  Our 
minds seek your renewal and inspiration.  Our spirits seek your 
refreshment and your guidance.  We are as those wandering in a dry and 
weary land seeking sustenance and rest for a new day.  Answer our 
prayers this morning.  Answer our prayers in ways beyond our 
understanding.  Answer our prayers from the richness of your amazing 
grace. 



 

 

As we are in need this day, so are many others.  Some are known to us; 
others are nameless to all but you.  We bring to your ears their concerns 
and remind you of what you do not need to be reminded.  We join our 
concern to your concern, and we unite our care with your care.  Lead us 
to those whose concerns we can address.  Make us sensitive to the hidden 
problems of others, and help us to discern the anguish that lies behind 
the masks we wear, both literal and figurative. 
O God of everyday life, God of the whole world and not just the church, 
God of community and not just individuals, numerous are the events 
which challenge our faith.  Inhumanity, immorality, suffering and pain, 
disease and pandemic fear, exploitation, violence, abuse, situations 
arising from our daily relationships with others, situations evident from 
the media both here and around the world, all these challenge us in our 
understanding of your grace.  Help us to be ever mindful that you are 
faithful and you will not let us be tempted beyond our strength.  With 
each temptation you provide an escape; with each challenge, you provide 
an opportunity.  Let us meet our temptations not with anxiety but with 
certainty.  Let us meet our challenges not with grumbling but with joy. 
All of this and more we pray today, in the name of Jesus Christ and 
through the power of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

We Go Forth to Live as Christians in the World 

*Closing Hymn:  “Amazing Grace” (VU 266, verses 1 & 3)  
 
Please insert the verses 

Blessing and Sending Forth  (based on Philippians 1: 27) 
God has been better to you than you deserve.  God will be better to you 
than you deserve.  This has always been the message of God.  This is the 
message incarnated in Jesus Christ.  Therefore, live your life in a manner 
worthy of this gospel of Christ. 
May the grace of Christ attend you; the love of God surround you, and 
the Holy Spirit keep you.  May God bless each one of you.  May God bless 
us all.  Amen. 

Amen. 
 

Postlude 



 

 

 
York United Ministries Announcements 

 
10th Annual Schomberg Country Run  
The Schomberg Country Run has been a part of the community for several 
years. This year’s run is being held to commemorate the late Rev. Sheilagh 
Ashworth and her commitment to Indigenous issues. As per Rev. Sheilagh’s 
wishes, 100% of the funds raised will be assigned to Toronto Urban Native 
Ministry (TUNM), a joint project of the Anglican and United churches, 
located in Trinity Square, Toronto.	 The 2020 run will be a Virtual Run.  This 
means that you can run, walk, bike, etc at any time during the run dates 
and raise funds. For details see poster attached to the email or pick up a 
copy of the poster if you are attending in-church worship at York Pines. 
 
Temporary format of Worship Service 
The Oversight Team decided to have on-site worship services for another 
three weeks at 10 a.m. and will reassess them according to COVID situation. 
On the next two Sundays we’ll gather at York Pines UC and New Hope UC. 
COVID protocols may vary for each church, and ushers of each church will 
help what to do. 
On-line worship service will be available after the on-site worship service 
around 5 p.m. on the York United Ministries’ YouTube channel 
(https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCL772mvVOna2VqaLlmkQsNw?view_
as=subscriber). Those who want to worship on-line will be sent the URL 
Sunday afternoon. You may subscribe the channel and turn on notifications 
in order to be informed automatically, or check out the church webpages or 
Facebook pages.  
Next Sunday, September 27th, the service will be held at 10:00am at York 
Pines United Church. 
 
COVID Protocols in Service 
Due to COVID protocols, we will not sing together in worship service. Only 
one or two appointed person(s) will sing and respond on our behalf. Keep 
the social distance. There will be no coffee time gathering after the service. 
 
Offering 
Thank you for sending your offerings to the churches. Your offerings 
support the ministry of the church, show your dedication as a Christian, and 
have been much appreciated. If you are not already doing so, please 
consider dropping a cheque in the mail or making an e-transfer:  



 

 

kcuc@bellnet.ca; office.ypuc@rogers.com; newhopeunited@bellnet.ca.  
We also prepared a plate for those who bring an envelope in on-site 
services. In this case, please use your own envelope. 
 
Office Hours  
Rev. Andrew Lee’s regular office hours are: King City on Tuesdays, York 
Pines on Wednesdays, and New Hope on Thursdays. Rev. Bruce Roffey is 
available by phone. 
 
Book Club 
The first fall 2020 Book Club meeting will be in-person at York Pines 
Wednesday September 23 at 7:00 p.m. The book to be discussed will be 
Talking to Strangers by Malcolm Gladwell.  
Please RSVP to York Pines at office.ypuc@rogers.com by Sunday September 
20. Masks are mandatory and strict COVID safety protocol will be observed. 
 
Online Worship Schedule 
(Note: Bold – Confirmed. Italic – Working/Not Confirmed) 
			 September	6	 September	13	 September	20	 September	27	 October	4	

Preacher	 Rev.	Bruce	Roffey	 Rev.	Andrew	K.	Lee	Rev.	Bruce	Roffey	 Rev.	Andrew	K.	
Lee	

Rev.	Bruce	Roffey	

Location	 York	Pines	UC	 New	Hope	UC	 King	City	UC	 York	Pines	UC	 New	Hope	UC	

Life	&	
Work	

Christine	Gunter	 Thom	Stenson	 Rev.	Bruce	Roffey	 	 	

Scripture	
Reading	

Rev.	Bruce	Roffey	 Lisa	Smith	 Rev.	Bruce	Roffey	 	 	

Choir	 Brenda	Walker	&	
Ted	Anderson	

Denis	Belton	&	
Sunny	Rakovac	

John	Kell	&	
Rosemary	
Karunaratne	

	 	

Church	
Calendar	

Fourteenth	after	
Pentecost	

Creation	Time	1	in	
the	Season	of	
Pentecost	

Creation	Time	2	in	
the	Season	of	
Pentecost	
	
World	Week	for	
Peace	in	Palestine	
and	Israel	

Creation	Time	3	in	
the	Season	of	
Pentecost	

Creation	Time	4	in	
the	Season	of	
Pentecost	
	
World	
Communion	
Sunday	
	

 


