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I WISH IT WOULD HAPPEN TO US! 
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It is the season of Epiphany.  Following Jesus’ birth at 
Christmas and the visit by the Magi at Epiphany, we begin this 
new season with his baptism.  Then we carry on with his ministry 
and mission ending with his Transfiguration before we begin Lent 
and the movement toward Good Friday and Easter.  The readings 
reveal who Jesus is, but they also point toward who we can be as 
individuals and as a church.  In Jesus’ life, we see what it means 
to be human, and we have a model for the Christian life.  
Moreover, Jesus’ spiritual development can also be a model for 
our own spiritual growth.  I wish it would happen to us! 

So, this morning let us look at spiritual development with 
the caveat that each of us is at a different place in our own 
development, and our development is not simply a forward 
moving journey as I will portray it but much more complicated.  
So each of us will need to discern for ourselves where we are now 
and were we might go next. 

I 
We begin with birth.  Jesus’ spiritual development began 

with his birth, and so we begin with the miracle of Christmas and 
the mystery of the Incarnation. 

The birth stories as we find them in the Gospels are full of 
pageantry with angels, heavenly host, a star in the sky, Magi and 
a Virgin Conception.  So fantastic does all this appear that we 
often argue about what really happened rather than what the 
stories mean.  We seem more interested in history, than in 
Christology and theology. 

What these stories testify to is that surrounding the birth of 
Jesus there is mystery, a mystery especially obvious when we 
consider the words of John’s Gospel, “The Word became flesh and 
dwelt among us.”  There is the mystery of the Incarnation and 
how God could be in Christ.  And therefore, whenever we attempt 
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to describe Jesus’ spiritual development we must be very much 
aware of our inadequacy to do so. 

That same awareness is a good starting point for us as well 
because it’s true for you and for me too.  Just as Jesus’ 
development was both mysterious and unique so is yours, so is 
mine.  God’s hand in your life has its own fingerprints and so 
there must always be a sense of respect between us for each 
other’s uniqueness and the mystery of our individual 
development. 

Many years ago, I was talking with a Christian woman, a 
member of an evangelical church, a sister in Christ, who said to 
me, “If I know you belong to the United Church, I assume that 
you are not a Christian.  You must prove to me that you are.”  In 
other words, if you don’t believe the same things I do, if you 
don’t use the same words I do and ascribe the same meaning to 
them, if you don’t have the same faith experiences I do and 
describe them the same way, then you aren’t a Christian.  If you 
were you would be just like me.  You would be my spiritual twin.  
This is what I wish would not happen to us. 

I wish that we might recognize and affirm the uniqueness, 
the mystery of each other’s spiritual development.  Having said 
that much, let’s look to Jesus. 

II 
After Jesus’ birth Luke says, “Jesus increased in wisdom and 

in stature, and in favour with God and humankind.”  Previous to 
this, he described how Jesus at 12 years of age had been left 
behind in Jerusalem.  His parents found him in the temple, sitting 
with teachers questioning them.  They were amazed at his 
insight.  He seemed ready to do God’s work, but he didn’t.  
Instead, he went home, was obedient to his parents and grew in 
wisdom and in stature.  Even for Jesus the community, the home, 
the context of his development was important and significant.  
Jesus went home to the environmental influences that God would 
use to develop him. 

This is true for us as well.  God uses the places in which we 
live, the people among whom we live to work God’s will, to bring 
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us to full maturity, to the stature of Christ. 
The area of North York in which I grew up was mostly 

Jewish.  You could roll a bowling ball down the corridors of our 
high school during the Jewish High Holidays and not hit anyone.  
We as Christians were a minority, and it was our Church that 
gave us our identity.  We were the baptized, and the 
congregation in a sense was our tribe.  Our alma mater, our 
nourishing, nurturing mother, was not our school, but our church. 

After I received a call into ministry but had not yet 
responded to it, I had the opportunity of speaking with another 
student from my Church who was a candidate for ministry.  When 
I revealed to him what I thought was happening to me, that I 
was contemplating going into ministry, his comment was, “We 
wondered what was taking you so long.”  It appears that my 
community where I was loved and nurtured knew about my call 
before I did!  And they affirmed that call. 

I wish it would happen to us!  I wish that God continue to 
use this Church as a community where people could grow in 
wisdom and stature.  I wish it would happen to us! 

III 
So, first of all, we have mystery, the unique mystery of 

Jesus’ spiritual being and development, and ours.  And then, we 
have the importance of community, the context for development. 

Then at age 30, Jesus was fully ready to step out in faith.  
No matter what his initiation, no matter what unimaginable head 
start he had over you and me, no matter how he developed and 
progressed and matured, he was not fully ready until he stepped 
out in faith and said, “Now is the time.  Lord, use me.” 

The primary issue for us is the same.  We need to come 
forward, and because of our human frailty and faltering, we need 
to come forward over and over again.  So isn’t it time for us to 
come forward again, to say “Lord, use me”?   

I heard a preacher once who had origins in the southern 
United States speak about the expression, “Fixin’ to do it.”  A 
father might ask his son to cut the grass or his daughter to take 
out the garbage.  Later he’ll come back and ask them, “Have you 
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done what I asked you to do?”  “No, dad, but I’m fixin’ to do it.  
I’m fixin’ to do it.” 

So many of us, particularly in the Church, are fixin’ to do 
things, but we never actually do them.  We have a vision God has 
shown us.  We hear the voice of God calling us.  We feel a divine 
urging, but we don’t feel ready.  We don’t feel prepared.  We 
don’t feel educated enough.  We don’t feel spiritual enough.  
We’re in a fixin’ position, a holding pattern circling and circling, 
always in the preliminaries. 

I wish that we’d stop fixin’ to do it and we’d start doing it.  I 
wish we’d come to the point of full readiness and come forth for 
God.  Jesus was ready.  Jesus stepped forth from the crowd.  I 
wish it would happen to us! 

IV 
Then Jesus was baptized, and when he came up out of the 

water, a voice from heaven spoke, “This is my beloved Child, with 
whom I am well pleased.”  O how I wish that would happen to us!  
It is one thing for us to be ready, for us to affirm our vocation, to 
follow the lifestyle to which we are called, to undertake the 
service we need to do.  But it is another for the context to be 
ready. 

John the Baptist wasn’t ready.  In spite of his preaching, he 
wasn’t ready.  He protested Jesus’ baptism.  He tried to prevent 
it.  He even tried to reverse it, “I need to be baptized by you and 
do you come to me?”  But Jesus answered, “Let it be so now; for 
thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.”  Then John 
consented. 

What we really need to know, however, is not just that the 
context is ready but that God is ready.  It’s good for us to be 
affirmed by the community and by others but we each need a 
personal experience of the divine approval, a personal experience 
of God’s acceptance and endorsement, God’s appointedness.  
How I wish it would happen to us, that each of us would hear God 
say, “I’m with you.  I’m beside you.  I affirm what you’re about.”  
“You are my beloved child.  With you I am well pleased.”  I wish 
it would happen to us! 
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What we are talking about is God’s intention intersecting 
with human action.  The divine interfacing with the human.  I 
wish it would happen to us, that what God intended for you at 
your baptism could happen now, that your baptism might become 
real, that there might be a real resonance between your 
understanding and God’s grace. 

Jesus came up out of the water and a voice from heaven 
spoke, “You are my beloved Child, with whom I am well pleased.”  
I wish it would happen to us! 

V 
Again, it’s one thing to be ready, it’s another to have your 

readiness approved and accepted by God.  It’s still another to 
have the power.  Suppose the power isn’t there?  None of us can 
do God’s will of our own strength.  Paul said that he worked 
harder than anyone else, but it was not he but the grace of God 
within him.  Based on our own strength we will achieve only 
frustration and burnout. 

As Jesus came up from the water a dove descended upon 
him, the sign that God’s Spirit, the Spirit of power had come upon 
him.  I wish it would happen to us that God might empower us 
with the Holy Spirit. 

Now, of course, each one of us has our internal power, our 
positive attributes of talent and creativity, but I am referring to 
more than this to a kind of plus factor, not just the release of our 
innate power but an imparting of power from outside.  It’s like 
plugging directly into God’s power and being charged from 
beyond yourself.  There’s a joining of the power within with the 
power without.  How I wish it would happen to us! 

It doesn’t matter when it happens, or how it happens, just 
that it happens.  If we are teachers, we do it in the power of 
God’s grace.  If we are Council members, if we are members of 
Shining Waters Regional Council, we act out of the wisdom that 
the Spirit imparts.  Whether we be involved in outreach and 
mission, drafting budgets, working with youth and children, 
visiting shut-ins, singing or providing musical direction, leaders in 
the Church or followers, regardless what activities we undertake 
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when we step forward to accept this calling of God, God anoints 
us with the Spirit as a gift of Amazing Grace.  Perhaps it’s not an 
ecstatic, excited kind of gift, but it is a gift all the same.  It is an 
anointing from above, a plus factor due to the hovering of God, a 
plus factor which takes over when all else fails, a plus factor 
which is a gift of the anointing of the Holy Spirit. 

Jesus was anointed with the Holy Spirit.  He was led into the 
wilderness where he was tested and tempted, but he came forth 
in the power of that same Spirit.  He began to preach and 
minister, and people recognized a divine power in him and 
glorified him and followed him.  He returned to the synagogue in 
his home town of Nazareth and there he affirmed, “The Spirit of 
the Lord is upon me because the Lord has anointed me” to fulfill 
my calling. 

How I wish that would happen to us, that each of us would 
grow in wisdom and stature within the context of the loving 
community of the Church; that each of us would come to our 
moment of readiness and step out for God as a total person; that 
each of us would experience God’s approval of our readiness and 
our call; that each of us would feel God’s Spirit empower us; that 
each of us would feel God’s guidance and be able to affirm as 
Jesus did, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because the Lord 
has anointed me” to fulfill my calling.  I wish it would happen to 
us! 

VI 
And this is my confidence:  it has happened and it is ours to 

grasp.  We are those who have been anointed as Jesus was and 
empowered by the Holy Spirit.  I wish it would happen to us, that 
out of the uniqueness that is you and I we might affirm that “the 
Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me.”  
Here I am, Lord.  “I am not my own, but yours.  I freely and 
heartily yield all things to your pleasure and disposal.”i  This is 
my hope.  This is my confidence.  I wish it would happen to us!  
Amen. 
                                            
i John Wesley, Covenanting Service (August 11, 1755). 


