
YORK UNITED MINISTRIES 
SUNDAY JUNE 20, 2021 

AT KING CITY UNITED CHURCH 
FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST1 

 
WE GATHER AS GOD’S PEOPLE 

 
Prelude:   “Traumerei”      R. Schumann 
 
Words of Welcome   
 
Life and work of our Church   
 
Lighting the Christ Candle  
 “Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has 
 risen upon you.” 
 
Call to Worship 

How very good and pleasant it is 
when sisters and brothers live together in unity! 

It is like the precious oil on the head, 
like the dew that falls on the mountains of Zion. 
We gathered on a fabulous day today, so let us worship God with great 

joy! 

 
*Opening Hymn:   “Joyful, Joyful We Adore You” (VU 232) 

 

1 Joyful, joyful we adore you, 

  God of glory, life and love; 

 hearts unfold like flowers before you, 

  opening to the sun above. 

 Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, 

  drive the gloom of doubt away; 

 giver of immortal gladness, 

  fill us with the light of day. 

 

2 All your works with joy surround you, 

  earth and heaven reflect your rays, 

 stars and angels sing around you, 

  centre of unbroken praise. 

                                                           
1 Bold print indicates a congregational response. *please stand if able. 



 Field and forest, vale and mountain, 

  flowery meadow, flashing sea, 

 chanting bird and flowing fountain, 

  sound their praise eternally. 

 

3 You are giving and forgiving, 

  ever blessing, ever blest, 

 wellspring of the joy of living, 

  ocean depth of happy rest! 

 Source of grace and fount of blessing, 

  let your light upon us shine; 

 teach us how to love each other, 

  lift us to the joy divine. 

 

4 Mortals join the mighty chorus 

  which the morning stars began; 

 God's own love is reigning o'er us, 

  joining people hand in hand. 

 Ever singing, march we onward, 

  victors in the midst of strife; 

 joyful music leads us sunward 

  in the triumph song of life. 
 

 
Opening Prayer  

Holy God, you created the world and all that is in it. The wind and the sea 
obey your Son. You are the source of our strength and our confidence is 
in you. All praise be to you, our stronghold and savior. Most merciful God, 
forgive us. We imagine that we can live without you, when you give us 

our very breath. We seek control over others rather than strive to live in 
unity. We allow fear to overtake us, even though our lives are in your 
hands. We didn't do much against racism, all types of discrimination and 
violence and religiously motivated violence. O God, draw us back into 
your steadfast love and rekindle the divine love, mutual respect and 
compassion to others in our society. Refine us and shape us into the 
likeness of your Son, Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen. 
 

Response:   “Lord, Prepare Me to Be a Sanctuary”   MV 18 

Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary, pure and holy tried and true; 

with thanksgiving, I’ll be a living sanctuary for you. 

 



Words of Assurance  
Sisters and brothers, the good news is this: grace is poured out like 
water; mercy flows like a never-ending stream, bathing us in goodness 
and love. Live, then, as those who have received new life, rejoicing in our 
new days. Amen.    

  Thanks be to God. 
 
*Affirmation of Faith:  A New Creed 
    We are not alone, we live in God's world. 
  We believe in God: 
   who has created and is creating, 
   who has come in Jesus, 
   the Word made flesh, 
       to reconcile and make new, 
      who works in us and others by the Spirit. 
  We trust in God.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
  
  We are called to be the Church: 
      to celebrate God's presence, 
      to live with respect in Creation, 

      to love and serve others, 
      to seek justice and resist evil, 
      to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, 
      our judge and our hope.  
  In life, in death, in life beyond death, 
      God is with us. We are not alone.  
  Thanks be to God. 
 
Ministry of Music:  “The King is Coming”  G. & W. Gaither 

           Solo: John Kell 
 
 
 

WE LISTEN FOR THE WORD OF GOD 
 
Prayer for Illumination  

God of eternity, by the power of your Spirit, speak your Word to us this 
day, that hearing, we may know your truth and live ever more faithfully 

for you. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

 
 
 



Scripture Reading  
Mark 4:35-41 
Jesus Stills a Storm 
35 On that day, when evening had come, he said to them, “Let us go 
across to the other side.” 36 And leaving the crowd behind, they took him 
with them in the boat, just as he was. Other boats were with him. 37 A 
great windstorm arose, and the waves beat into the boat, so that the boat 
was already being swamped. 38 But he was in the stern, asleep on the 
cushion; and they woke him up and said to him, “Teacher, do you not 
care that we are perishing?” 39 He woke up and rebuked the wind, and 
said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!” Then the wind ceased, and there was a 
dead calm. 40 He said to them, “Why are you afraid? Have you still no 
faith?” 41 And they were filled with great awe and said to one another, 
“Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?” 
 

 This is the Words of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
   Thanks be to God. 
 
Response Song: “Psalm 119”   (#840 VU - Refrain #5) 
    Your Word is a lamp for my feet and a light for my path. 

 
Reflection  Rev. Andrew K. Lee 
   
Music for Silent Reflection    
 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 
 
The Offering of our Gifts and Ourselves 

 Invitation:  

 With tithes and offerings give thanks to the Lord; God’s steadfast love 
endures forever. 

 

 *Doxology: “In Gratitude and Humble Trust”   (VU 544) 
   In gratitude and humble trust 
    we bring our best today 
    to serve your cause and share your love 
    with all along life's way. 
   O God, who gave yourself to us 

    in Jesus Christ, your Son, 
    teach us to give ourselves each day 
    until life's work is done. 
 



Prayers of the People 

God of the sky and sea, your world brims with glory. You have set us in 
the midst of a garden and trusted its tending to us. We pray for our good 
Earth and the wisdom to care for it well, that generations to come may 
enjoy its fruits and revel in its beauty.  
God of the earthquake and the storm, your world is full of danger. Keep 
watch over your people and save them from despair; strengthen and 
uphold them when trouble comes.  
God of power and might, the rulers of this world do not always seek your 
wisdom. Guide all nations in the ways of peace and uphold the oppressed, 

the marginalized, and the discriminated even as we work and wait for 
your coming realm.  
God of healing and comfort, pain and loss are all around. Soothe the 
frantic, embolden the fearful, ease the suffering of the sick. Use us the 
channel of peace, O God, and see the truth of our sins and crimes over 
the Residential Schools and terrors against our Islamic friends. Give us 
patience and blessing to those who mourn through this time of trial.  
All-knowing, all-loving God, we cannot always voice our hidden cares. 
Hear our silent prayers, even those without words. 

[A time of silence.] 
With trust in your sustaining Spirit, thanksgiving for your Son’s 
interceding, and confidence in your coming realm of justice,  
peace, and love, we offer these prayers in the name of Jesus Christ,  our 
Lord, who taught us to pray by saying, 
  

The Lord’s Prayer  
 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
  thy kingdom come; thy will be done  

  on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread.  
 Forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those who trespass against us.   
 And lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil,  
  for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
  forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 

 
 
 



WE GO FORTH TO LOVE AS CHRISTIANS IN THE WORLD 
 
*Closing Hymn: “Come and Find the Quiet Centre”  VU 374 

 

1 Come and find the quiet centre 

  in the crowded life we lead, 

 find the room for hope to enter, 

  find the frame where we are freed: 

 clear the chaos and the clutter, 

  clear our eyes, that we can see  

 all the things that really matter, 

  be at peace, and simply be. 

 

2 Silence is a friend who claims us, 

  cools the heat and slows the pace, 

 God it is who speaks and names us, 

  knows our being, face to face, 

 making space within our thinking, 

  lifting shades to show the sun, 

 raising courage when we're shrinking, 

  finding scope for faith begun. 

 

3 In the Spirit let us travel, 

  open to each other's pain, 

 let our loves and fears unravel, 

  celebrate the space we gain: 

 there's a place for deepest dreaming, 

  there's a time for heart to care, 

 in the Spirit's lively scheming 

  there is always room to spare! 

 
 

Blessing and Sending Forth  
Peace! Be still! And do not be afraid. The creator of all that is upholds 
your life; Christ himself walks by your side; the Spirit gives you breath to 
speak God’s grace and sing God’s praise. 

 
Postlude: “Minuet in G”      L. Beethoven 
 
 
 



 
York United Ministries Announcements 

 
The flowers this morning are placed by Rosemary & Konrad Karunaratne, in 
loving memory of Marianne Karunaratne.  
 
Worship Service  
All services will be recorded in advance and posted to YouTube on Sunday 
morning.  Today’s service was pre-recorded at King City United Church. 
People gathered and recorded on the basis of the Ontarian regulations. The 
worship recording can be found at: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCL772mvVOna2VqaLlmkQsNw?view 
as=subscriber.  You may subscribe to the channel and turn on notifications 
in order to be informed automatically, or check out the church webpages or 
Facebook pages. You may click “LIKE” button or leave your comments on 
the online services to encourage each other. 
 
Summer Closure 
YUM will have summer closure for five Sundays from July 4 to August 1. 
The worship service is going to resume on August 8. Rev. Lee will be 

working for ministry, including pastoral care, sermon recording, and Q-Box 
Series recording. 
 
YUM Ukulele Class  
The second part of the ukulele lessons has finished. Rev. Lee has a plan to 
resume it in November for Christmas Carols and the YUM Ukulele Praise 
Team. 
 

YAYA Games Night - Friday, June 25th at 7:30 pm.  Michelle Hunt will 

send out the zoom link prior to that date.  For more information contact 

Michelle at brian.michelle.zb@gmail.com 

 
YAYA - YTB Q-Box Series  
Q-Box Series are being updated. YAYA people, please check the YUM 
YouTube channel. 
 
Visitation Worship 

Rev. Andrew Lee is offering pastoral visitation with a short worship service. 
With proper physical distance, he will visit your driveway or backyard and 
share stories, Scriptures, hymns, and prayers. If you are comfortable and 
interested, please contact your church office or Rev. Lee.  

about:blank
about:blank
mailto:brian.michelle.zb@gmail.com


 
New Hope United Church Fundraiser – Frozen Meal Program.   
A very big thank you for the amazing support we received for our “First 
Menu” for the month of June. Details about our July menu have been 
forwarded by your home church.  To place an order or for additional 
information email Linda @ linda.k.davies49@gmail.com or call her at 416-
456-3433.  Orders received by June 15th will be delivered the 1st week of 
July.   
 
Offering 
Thank you for sending your offerings to the churches. Your offerings 
support the ministry of the church and have been much appreciated.  
Please mail a cheque to your church directly, or make an e-transfer:  
kcuc@bellnet.ca; yorkpinesuc@gmail.com; newhopeunited@bellnet.ca. 
 
Indigenous Sunday  
York Pines congregation is preparing the Indigenous Sunday service for 
June 27th.  The guest speaker will be Rev. Alf Dumont, joining us virtually 
from his home in Coquitlam BC.  The service will also have contributions by 
congregation members.  The Indigenous Sunday service has been part of 

York Pines' church calendar for more than a decade. Please join with us on 
the 27th. 
 
YUM Calendar (June-July-August) 

June 22 New Hope UC Counsel Meeting 
July 4 – August 1 Summer Closure (No worship services) 
August 8 Worship Service resumes at New Hope UC. 
   

Navy Bike Ride 2021 

Rev. Lee invites YUM congregation members, adherents, and their friends 
to join and support his unit, HMCS YORK by bike riding. Participation is 
easy: Create your account of Race Roaster and just log your date and kms 
cycled to the website. Click this link and register 
"http://raceroster.com/events/2021/36550/navy-bike-ride-
2021/register?team=306513" and choose "I am riding for others” 
and fill out your home address for your possible order of cycling jersey if 
needed.  By clicking the link above, you will automatically be part of the 
HMCS YORK team with Rev. Lee.  He is shown as Lt(N) KUN YOUNG LEE in 

the list along with your name.  The event starts June 12 and runs through 
to August 29. Support HMCS YORK.  The donation is optional.  If you don’t 
want to donate, click the “clear donation” button on the right upper side of 

mailto:linda.k.davies49@gmail.com
about:blank
about:blank
http://raceroster.com/events/2021/36550/navy-bike-ride-2021/register?team=306513
http://raceroster.com/events/2021/36550/navy-bike-ride-2021/register?team=306513


the donation page.  100% of your donation will go to Royal Canadian Navy 
HMCS YORK whether you click Rev. Lee or not. 

 

Worship Schedule  

  
June 13 June 20 June 27 August 8 

Preacher Rev. Bill Fritz Rev. Andrew Lee Rev. Alf Dumont Rev. Andrew  

Lee 
 

Location New Hope UC King City UC York Pines New Hope UC 

Announcements Thom Stenson Maria Ongaro Deb Carpenter  

Scripture Reading Dahlia Buchanan Sheryl Sinka Eleanor Chambers  

Choir Faith Archer 
Dahlia Buchanan 

John Kell Deb Carpenter 
Christine Gunther 

Brenda Walker 

YAYA+ Praise 
Band 

Music Director Sunny Rakovac Rosemary 

Karunaratne 

Ted Anderson Sunny Rakovac 

Recording  June 10 (Thurs.) 

at 10:00 

June 18 (Fri.) 

at 10:30 

June 24 (Thurs.) 

at 10:30 

August 5 (Thurs.) 

at 10:00 

Church  Third After 
Pentecost 

Fourth After 
Pentecost 

Fifth After 
Pentecost 

Second After 
Pentecost 

UCC/YUM 
Calendar 

 UN World 
Refugee Day 

Canadian 
Multiculturalism 

Day/ 
Indigenous 

Sunday  

Union Sunday 

Liturgical Color Red Red Red Red 

 

Minute for Mission by Mission & Service 

 
EVERY PERSON IS A SUPERHERO: ESBIKENH’S STORY 
 
We all have superpowers. Generosity is one of them. But did you know that 
the power of generosity through Mission & Service supports real-life 
superheroes? 
 
Esbikenh was once a junior kindergarten teacher. While he grew up 
knowing his ancestral language, Anishinaabemowin (pronounced Ah-nish-

nah-BEM-win), sadly the children he taught didn’t. “One day I turned on 
YouTube and saw superhero videos. I thought, ‘Why not make these videos 



and we will just have all the superheroes speak in Anishinaabemowin?’” 
says Esbikenh. 
 
The Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada’s Calls to Action include 
reclaiming, revitalizing, strengthening, and maintaining Indigenous 
languages. This is critical for cultural revitalization. It’s also important 
because when people are able to speak their ancestral language, self-
understanding and self-esteem grows, health improves, and the sense of 
connection and relationships with others flourishes. Knowing how important 
learning Anishinaabemowin is to the children he once taught, Esbikenh 
applied for a project grant from the United Church. The Healing Fund, which 
is nearly entirely funded through Mission & Service, addresses the ongoing 
impacts of the residential 
school system. 
 
With financial support secured, 
Esbikenh’s filming has begun. 
When the videos are finished, 
they will be used as an 
educational resource for 

teachers, parents, and anyone 
who wants to learn the 
Anishinaabemowin language. 

       [Photo credit: The United Church of Canada] 

 

Ashley Riley, the librarian and arts coordinator at Antler River Elementary 
School of Chippewas of the Thames First Nation, Ontario, plays a starring 
role in the films. She describes the systemic oppression of Indigenous 
peoples in Canada that results in the loss of language, among other things. 
Ashley’s mother is a residential school survivor, and because she wasn’t 

allowed to speak her language at school Ashley didn’t learn it growing up. 
“We weren’t allowed to speak our own languages. We weren’t allowed to be 
who we were. We weren’t allowed to practise our own ceremonies. My 
mother grew up thinking the language wasn’t that important. She’s slowly 
learning now. She says a prayer every morning in her own language. I’m 
hoping the community will get involved in creating more language videos,” 
Ashley says. 
 
Why did Ashley decide to participate in the video project? She believes each 

one of us has the power to make a difference. “Every single person is a 
superhero. Every single person has a gift to share with the world. I think 
the most important thing is realizing the gift you can bring to your 
community,” she says. 

https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=c96dbe2202&e=d4706d9d2e

