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Prayer for Illumination  

Pour out your Holy Spirit upon us, O God, in the reading of your Word, 

that we would hear what you have to say to us today. May your Holy Spirit be poured 

out upon us; through Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

Scripture Reading  

Ruth 1:15-18 
15 So she said, “See, your sister-in-law has gone back to her people and to her gods; 

return after your sister-in-law.” 16 But Ruth said, “Do not press me to leave you or to 

turn back from following you! Where you go, I will go; where you lodge, I will lodge; 

your people shall be my people, and your God my God. 17 Where you die, I will die—
 there will I be buried.  May the LORD do thus and so to me, and more as well, if even 

death parts me from you!”  18 When Naomi saw that she was determined to go with her, 

she said no more to her. 

 

Mark 12:28-34 
28 One of the scribes came near and heard them disputing with one another, and seeing 

that he answered them well, he asked him, “Which commandment is the first of all?” 
29 Jesus answered, “The first is, ‘Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is one; 30 you 

shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your 

mind, and with all your strength.’ 31 The second is this, ‘You shall love your neighbor as 

yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than these.” 32 Then the scribe said to 

him, “You are right, Teacher; you have truly said that ‘he is one, and besides him there 

is no other’; 33 and ‘to love him with all the heart, and with all the understanding, and 
with all the strength,’ and ‘to love one’s neighbor as oneself,’—this is much more 

important than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.” 34 When Jesus saw that he 

answered wisely, he said to him, “You are not far from the kingdom of God.” After that 

no one dared to ask him any question. 

 

 This is the Good News of Jesus Christ. 

  Thanks be to God. 

 

Child in All of Us 

We know Jesus is the most famous person in the Bible, right? He came to the world 

about 2000 years ago. He made many miracles while he was in this human world. But 

you know what? Most of his works were about teaching. He taught lots of surprising 
things. And he liked to teach using the “Q&A” method. Here, Jesus is talking to the 

people. And among the people, a smart person raised a question: What is the most 

important law among the 600 Jewish laws? Jesus said two things. “Loving God and 

loving your neighbour is the most important!” We think we know what “loving God” 
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means, because we sometimes pray to God and come to church to worship God. But 

what about loving your neighbour? 

 

Who are my neighbours and how can I love them? I’ll give you a useful hint. The 

population on the earth is approximately 7.7 billion. Among them you know some people, 

like, family, friends, teachers, people in the church, and people whom you hear of. They 

are your neighbours, and doing good to them is what Jesus talks about. And shall we 

think over who is the closest neighbour to us? I think my mother is my closest 

neighbour. And I haven’t given her much appreciation for her love for me.  

 
My friends! Let’s find out who your neighbours are, and how you can show your kindness 

and love to them in the name of Jesus. Reach out to your mother not because today is 

Mother’s Day but because God is showing divine love through your mother. God bless 

you! 

 

 Video Clip – “The Blessing- Mother’s Day”      

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ExY1DQKHswM 

 

Reflection 

We know that it’s not uncommon for people to take DNA tests to discover their genetic 

ancestry. Sometimes they are very surprised by what shows up. And I remember a 

commercial where a person who built a wall in his backyard discovered that his 

ancestors shared their DNA with his next door neighbour, so he decided to take away 
the wall in his backyard. Isn’t it interesting? Has anyone done this test? I know a British 

man who was very anti-German. Then he found from his DNA test that some part of his 

ancestry was German. It really made him stop and question why he was so mean to a 

whole group of people.  

 

If King David had been able to do this test, he would have found out that his great-

grandmother was a Moabite, people often scorned by the Israelites. Ruth from the Old 

Testament is David’s great grandmother. Ruth was a widow. Her husband, who was a 

Jew, died in the land of Moab. It’s very interesting that Israelites abhorred and despised 

non-Jews who lived around them, and looked down on them as second-class people. The 

Jewish Law had forbidden marriage with outsiders. But a Jewish mother Naomi and her 

Jewish sons were welcomed in the land of Moab.  
 

The sons even married non-Jewish people. Sadly, both couples didn’t have children and 

the sons passed away. One of Naomi’s daughters-in-law reluctantly left for a new life, 

but the other one, Ruth, as we read, showed her loyalty to the old and weak woman. 

Was it because Naomi was rich? Probably not, because Ruth had to go to the fields in 

order to gather the grains that the harvest workers left behind. Ruth, who was non-

Jewish, was diligent and loyal. Later, she became the great grandmother of David, so 

King David had the Moab gene. If you are an avid biology person and are curious about 

what’s in your DNA, please do the test and let us know the results. Personally, I might 
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do it because the Bible already teaches me that we are all connected as the children of 

God.  

 

From understanding David’s family story and DNA story, the passage from Mark chapter 

12 for today jumped out at me saying, “Loving God and loving your neighbour are 

inseparable because God and your neighbours share DNA.” 1 John 3:9: God’s seed 

abides in them. Isn’t it amazing? We can easily grasp John’s explanation of God’s seed 

when we replace the word seed with DNA. Let me read that again: God’s DNA abides in 

us. Interesting, isn’t it? Of course God’s seed cannot literally be replaced by the word 

DNA, but it gives us a good analogy to think about how God and we are closely related.  
 

A conversation occurs between Jesus and a scribe a.k.a. a religious scholar. A scribe 

comes to Jesus and asks “Which commandment is the first of all?” Then Jesus answers, 

“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all 

your mind, and with all your strength.” When the scribe heard Jesus’ answer, he was 

very satisfied and was about to leave. But right after the answer, Jesus continues 

without pause.  “The second is this, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is 

no other commandment greater than these.” 

 

Jesus says, the first commandment is the love of God. This sentence comes from 

Deuteronomy chapter 6 verse 5, saying, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and 

with all your soul and with all your strength.” To love God was already written in the first 

phase of forming Christian faith in Moses’ time. It is not Jesus’ own words. And Jesus’ 
second sentence ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ is not Jesus’ own words 

either. That was a direct quotation from Leviticus 19:18.  

 

But here is Jesus’ excellence: He combines the two sentences together. Do you 

remember what the scribe actually asked Jesus? The scholar asked “Which 

commandment is the FIRST of all?” However Jesus answered not only the first 

commandment of love for God but also the second commandment of love for neighbors. 

This is to say, the love of God and the love of neighbors are inseparable. One who does 

not love one’s neighbors does not love God.  

 

This notion has two points. 

No.1: Loving your neighbors is proof of loving God. 
No.2: Loving your neighbors is not the same as loving God. 

 

It’s a little tricky, but not that difficult. We easily agree with No. 1, so let’s take a look at 

No. 2 a little closer. Loving your neighbors is not the same as loving God. That is, even if 

Mr K. loves his neighbor, he can’t automatically be a good Christian without loving God. 

Jesus didn’t say we don’t need to love God when we love our neighbor. Don’t get Jesus’ 

words wrong. Jesus is definitely a humanitarian, but this humanitarianism is firmly 

rooted in the love of God. Sometimes people in general, and even Christians, seem to be 

confused and have a wrong conception of Christians. All the good deeds and activities of 

Christians are deeply rooted in the love of God.  
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We have the DNA as the children of God, and we now know that the core content of this 

divine DNA is “love.” “Do you love God?” “Of course yes!” “Do you believe in God?” 

“Absolutely. “Rev. Lee why are you asking this?” Listen. To love and to believe sound 

great and they look the same. In my previous sermon titled “Faith and Action” with 1 

John Chapter 3, I mentioned that the writer of 1 John 3 had some discrepancy 

comparing Jesus’ teaching of the first commandment. This is because 1 John 3 writes 

that “we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one another.” We 

easily construe that the teaching of Mark chapter 12 and 1 John 3 are the same; in other 

words, to love God and to believe Jesus Christ are the same. In the teachings the verbs 

of “love” and “believe” are the same.  But actually, to love and to believe share some 
values, but they are not exactly the same. 

 

Let’s suppose this: In a conversation between couples, one may ask a redundant 

question: Do you love me? Then the other will probably answer: “I love you.” Then how 

about this? Your spouse, all of a sudden, asks “Do you believe in me?” Then, we may 

respond: “What?! Honey… Did you … sign for a new car?”  

 

This is much clearer when we attempt to use the two verbs in regards to your parents. 

You have to answer my three questions. Today is Mother’s Day, so answer with the 

clearest possible voice as you can. Do you love your mother? (Yes) Do you believe in 

your mother? (Yes) So far so good. Then, last question: Do you love your mother 

because you believe in her, or, do you believe in your mother because you love her? 

One more time: Do you love your mother because you believe in her, or, do you believe 
in your mother because you love her? 

 

OK Let me answer the question. I believe in my mother because I love my mother. What 

about you? Our answers, I guess, may be the same.  

 

Now we reached a certain point of my sermon: Do we love God because we believe in 

God? Or do we believe in God because we love God? Yes, we believe in God because we 

love God. Therefore, when we think about the priority between the two, love comes first, 

and belief follows. And when this love of God is overflowing, we naturally come to notice 

that people around me have the seed, the DNA of God, love. 

 

When we reach this understanding, Jesus comes to each one of us and says “You are not 
far from the kingdom of God.” I hope this voice, this insight, and therefore your own 

dedication in this world come to your heart and mind when we pray. Let us ponder and 

pray silently. 

 


