
YORK UNITED MINISTRIES 
SUNDAY MAY 16, 2021 

AT YORK PINES UNITED CHURCH 
SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

 
 

WE GATHER AS GOD’S PEOPLE 
 
Prelude:    “On My Shepard I Rely”      J.S. Bach 
                  Solo:  Brenda Walker 
Words of Welcome   
 
Life and work of our Church   
 
Acknowledgement of the Land  

By now we know fully that we gather in the territory of the Ojibway 
peoples of the Mississaugas of the Credit.  We support and accept the 
principles of Truth and Reconciliation.  We acknowledge Anishinabe 
stewardship to Mother Earth as we worship, listen, learn, share, and heal 
together, with mutual respect, in the name of Gitchi-Manitou “The Great 
Spirit", The Holy One of Blessing, The God of Peace.  Amen. 

 
Lighting the Christ Candle  
“The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.” 
 
Call to Worship 

Happy are those who do not ridicule and scoff 
but who delight in God’s teachings 
and meditate on them day and night. 
They are like trees planted by streams of water. 
They yield fruit in due season,  
and their leaves do not wither. 

 
*Opening Hymn:  “O God Beyond All Praising”   VU 256 

1 O God beyond all praising, we worship you today 
 and sing the love amazing that songs cannot repay; 
 for we can only wonder at every gift you send, 
 at blessings without number and mercies without end: 
 we lift our hearts before you and wait upon your word, 
 we honour and adore you, our great and mighty Lord. 
 



2 The flower of earthly splendour in time must surely die, 
 its fragile bloom surrender to you our God most high; 
 but hidden from all nature the eternal seed is sown, 
 though small in mortal stature, to heaven's garden grown: 

for Christ, your gift from heaven, from death has set us 
free, 

 and we through him are given the final victory. 
 
3 Then, hear O gracious Saviour, this song of praise we sing. 
 May we, who know your favour, our humble service bring; 
 and whether our tomorrows be filled with good or ill, 
 we'll triumph through our sorrows and rise to bless you  

still: 
 to marvel at your beauty and glory in your ways, 
 and make a joyful duty our sacrifice of praise. 
 

Opening Prayer  
Holy One! We praise you and love you; we want to glorify your name 
always. O God, come into my heart this morning and give us eyes to see 
throughout this day all the ways that you rule. Put your resurrecting power 
to work in our life and empower me to be a witness to Christ, that our life 
may be a song of thanksgiving to you. Through the worship service, O God, 
open your gate for the divine blessings and let the joy overflows in our life. 
Loving God, though you call us to delight in your teachings, we sometimes 
become cynical and full of doubt. Do not judge us, we pray, but heal us  
and restore us to you. Guard us and protect us from evil, and sanctify us in 
truth; lead us to testify to your words and truth to ourselves and our 
neighbours. We trust your guidance throughout our lives. We pray in the 
name of Jesus Christ who saves and empowers us. Amen. 
 
Response:   Psalm 1 Refrain        #724 VU 
   Blessed are those who follow the law of God. 
 
Words of Assurance  

In Christ Jesus, God has promised to forgive us and reconcile us to God 
and each other. Therefore, we share the joy and peace with one another 
that we are accepted. 
 

 ALL: Thanks be to God. 
 
 



*Affirmation of Faith:  Apostles Creed 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
      creator of heaven and earth. 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
      who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
      born of the Virgin Mary, 
      suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
      was crucified, died, and was buried; 
      he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
      he ascended into heaven 
      and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
      the holy catholic church1, 
      the communion of saints, 
      the forgiveness of sins, 
      the resurrection of the body, 
      and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Ministry of Music:  “I Sing of the Glory of the Lord”   L. Smith 
            Choir: Deb Carpenter,  Christine Gunter, Brenda Walker 
  
 

WE LISTEN FOR THE WORD OF GOD 
 
Prayer for Illumination  

May the reading of your Word sanctify us in the truth and bring us to 
perfect joy. Amen. 

 
Scripture Reading  
John 17: 7-19 

Now they know that everything you have given me is from you; for the 
words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received 
them and know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that 
you sent me. I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the 
world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are 
yours. All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in 
them. 

                                                
1 “catholic church” means the Christian churches of all times and of all places. 



And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am 
coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given 
me, so that they may be one, as we are one. While I was with them, I 
protected them in your name that you have given me. I guarded them, and 
not one of them was lost except the one destined to be lost, so that the 
scripture might be fulfilled. But now I am coming to you, and I speak these 
things in the world so that they may have my joy made complete in 
themselves. I have given them your word, and the world has hated them 
because they do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the 
world. I am not asking you to take them out of the world, but I ask you to 
protect them from the evil one. They do not belong to the world, just as I 
do not belong to the world. 

Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. As you have sent me into the 
world, so I have sent them into the world. And for their sakes I sanctify 
myself, so that they also may be sanctified in truth. 

 This is the Words of the witness.  
   Thanks be to God. 
 
Response Song: “Psalm 119”           840 VU - Refrain #5 
    Your Word is a lamp for my feet and a light for my path. 
` 
Time for Child in All of Us 
 
Reflection:  “How a Settler Church Will Adapt”  Rev. Ross Carson 

   
Music for Silent Reflection:  “Interlude 41”  N. Rawsthorne  
 
 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 
 
The Offering of our Gifts and Ourselves 

 Invitation: Christ has called us to be his witnesses to the whole world 
and to serve our neighbours. So let us give generously to fulfill that call 
and be the tunnel of the divine blessing. 

 
 *Doxology: “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow”   VU 541 
  Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
  Praise God, all creature high and low; 
  Give thanks to God in love made known; 
  Creator, Word and Spirit, One. 



 
Prayers of the People  

Jesus has made God known to us. We already belong to God. And so we 
dedicate these gifts to God’s service and to the glory of God’s name. 
Loving God, please accept our heart and dedication.  
Loving God, we pray and strive first for the kingdom of God and the 
righteousness and justice. We are longing for your reign over our 
churches. Be the master of our life and show your truth when we discern 
our future of the Christian churches. Bless our vision of intercultural 
church and let us serve each other and be empowered by the power of 
the Holy Spirit. O God, we thank you that we can celebrate the 55th 
Anniversary of one of our churches, York Pines United Church. You 
remember all the efforts that the congregation members and the 
leaderships have poured on the church for your glory. Bless our churches 
and York Pines that we can worship you from generation to generation. In 
the time of lockdown, we pray for those of us who are weak and 
vulnerable. O God, let us have the light of healing, let us hear God's voice 
of comfort and encouragement in the middle of our shattered lives. Let us 
know your protection and care through our faithful prayers and worship 
services. We also pray for the leaderships of the world in all our diversity. 
Sanctify them in your truth, that there may be peace and harmony on 
earth. We pray for Earth itself, your marvelous creation. Inspire and help 
us to be the good stewards that you ask us to be, now and for the future. 
May we be the channel of blessing, the channel of the divine abundance, 
and of the power of your love. We believe that you make holy all for 
which we pray, because holiness and wholeness come from you. Receive 
these prayers both spoken and unspoken, because we are yours. We pray 
in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who taught us to pray by saying, 

 
The Lord’s Prayer  
 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
  thy kingdom come; thy will be done  
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread.  
 Forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those who trespass against us.   
 And lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil,  
  for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
  forever and ever. Amen. 
 



WE GO FORTH TO LOVE AS CHRISTIANS IN THE WORLD 
 
*Closing Hymn:  ”God of Life”        VU 528 

1 God of life, in Christ you lead us, 
 guiding us along the way. 
 In our past, through joys and sorrows, 
 you have been our strength and stay. 
  Keep us faithful, true disciples, 
  in our learning and our praise, 
 celebrating past and present, consecrating future days. 
 
2 God of words and Word Incarnate, 
 words that challenge and embrace, 
 grant us boldness in our speaking, 
 while we know your loving grace. 
  Give us words both clear and winsome, 
  loving hearts and listening ears, 
 celebrating past and present, consecrating future years. 
 
3 God of music, psalms and anthems, 
 help us sing your faith anew: 
 melodies expanding worship, 
 harmonies enriching too. 
  May our lives be hymns in action, 
  tuned to Christ in note and rhyme, 
 celebrating past and present, consecrating future time. 
 
4 God of days and years and eons, 
 still you call as in the past. 
 Work undone demands our labour; 
 justice yearns for peace at last. 
  Yours the vision and the challenge; 
  ours the mission and the praise, 
 celebrating past and present, consecrating future days. 

 
Blessing and Sending Forth – Rev. Ross Carson 

Go into the world to fulfill your high calling as one for whom Christ 
prays. Be joyful that truth and grace will make you holy. 
And may the Lord Jesus Christ himself and God the Heavenly Parent 
who has loved you and given us by his grace eternal consolation and 



joyful hope, comfort our hearts and strengthen them in every good 
word and good work. 
Amen.  

 
Postlude: “A Mighty Fortress is Our God”   J. Pachelbel 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
York United Ministries Announcements 

 
Welcome 
Today we warmly welcome Rev. Ross Carson to the pulpit.  
 
York Pines Celebrates their 55th Anniversary 
York Pines United Church was opened in 1966. Three King Township village 
churches came together to form York Pines: Kettleby (1841-1966); 
Pottageville (1853-1966), and Snowball (1856 – 1966). These village 
churches were originally Methodist, but they joined with Presbyterian and 
Congregational Churches in 1925 to form the United Church of Canada. The 
congregation of York Pines are invited to join on Zoom at 11:30 a.m. to 
celebrate during Coffee Hour. Please see Zoom invitation details below. 
 
Zoom Gathering 
Each church will have a Zoom Gathering with regular rotation.  It is coffee 
time with casual conversation for 20-30 minutes. You may freely join and 
leave on the day for your church.  Please contact your church office for 
further details. The schedule is as follows: 
 
May 16th at 11:30 a.m. for York Pines United Church members.  
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86869412891?pwd=UVlYVGR1a0xEbEVRT0Rpd
S9lVXNGdz09 
 



Meeting ID: 868 6941 2891 
Passcode: 689769 
One tap mobile 
+13017158592,,86869412891#,,,,*689769# US (Washington DC) 
+13126266799,,86869412891#,,,,*689769# US (Chicago) 
 

Dial by your location 
        +1 647 374 4685 Canada 
        +1 647 558 0588 Canada 
  

Meeting ID: 868 6941 2891 
Passcode: 689769 
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kdbytdOC9R 

 
May 23rd at 11:30 a.m. for New Hope United Church members. 
 
Pentecost Sunday Voice Recordings in Other Languages 
Do you know languages other than English? For Pentecost Sunday Rev 
Andrew invites everyone to send voice recordings of The Lord's Prayer in 
other languages. He would need them by May 19th. Please send the 
recordings to   leeky3@mcmaster.ca   Thank you in advance for getting 
involved. 
 
Worship Service  
All services will be recorded in advance and posted to YouTube on Sunday 
morning.  Today’s service was pre-recorded at York Pines United Church. 
There will be no on-site services on Sundays until further notice. The video 
clip can be found at: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCL772mvVOna2VqaLlmkQsNw?view 
as=subscriber.  You may subscribe to the channel and turn on notifications 
in order to be informed automatically, or check out the church webpages or 
Facebook pages. You may click “LIKE” button or leave your comments on 
the online services to encourage each other. 
 
YAYA+ Band 
YAYA+ Band is preparing a praise song for Pentecost Sunday. YAYA+ Band 
welcomes your musical contributions. Please contact Michelle Hunt 
(brian.michelle.zb@gmail.com).  
 
YUM Ukulele Class 



YUM offers free virtual ukulele classes for adults. The classes began on 
Monday April 26th and will continue on Mondays and Thursdays through to 
May 20th. 
 
YAYA - YTB Q-Box Series  
Q-Box Series are being updated. YAYA people, please check the YUM 
YouTube channel. 
 
New Hope United Church Fundraiser – Frozen Meal Program: Thanks 
for supporting this initiative. It has been very successful. Stay tuned for the 
deadline for ordering meals for delivery in July. 
 
Offering 
Thank you for sending your offerings to the churches. Your offerings 
support the ministry of the church and have been much appreciated.  
Please mail a cheque to your church directly, or make an e-transfer:  
kcuc@bellnet.ca; yorkpinesuc@gmail.com; newhopeunited@bellnet.ca. 
 
York Pines UC - Aileen MacDonald’s Trail 
 

If you want a change of scenery  
and are up in the Kettleby area,  
The Aileen MacDonald Trail is 
the place to visit.  
 
It is locate at the rear of York 
Pines United Church.  
The sign pictured is located at 
the beginning of the trail.  
 
At the moment there are white 
and purple trilliums and Jack in 
the Pulpits blooming.  
 

 
Reading & Writing Isaiah (Daily Devotionals) 
“While physical training is of some value, godliness is valuable in every 
way.” (1Timothy 4:8) Let’s write our journal with the Bible verses every day 
as a form of individual spiritual exercises. Handwriting the verses given and 
your own short reflection time are encouraged. The Bible passages are 
provided each week in the bulletin. 

• Monday, May 17 – Isaiah 59:13-14 



• Tuesday, May 18 – Isaiah 59:17 
• Wednesday, May 19 – Isaiah 60:1-2 
• Thursday, May 20 – Isaiah 60:3-4 
• Friday, May 21 – Isaiah 60:17-18 
• Saturday, May 22 – Isaiah 60:21-22 
 

YUM Calendar (May) 
May 17,24 NHSP Working Group meetings (10:30 a.m.) 
May 17,20  Ukulele Class #5~8 (8 p.m.) 
May 16 The 55th Anniversary of YPUC 
 YAYA+ Band submitting the recording due 
May 17 Oversight Team Meeting 
May 18 New Hope UC Council Meeting 
May 27 King City UC Council Meeting 
 
 
 

Worship Schedule  
 

 May 16 May 23 May 30 June 6 

Preacher Rev. Ross 
Carson 

Presider: Rev. 
Andrew Lee 

Rev. Andrew Lee Rick McKinley Rev. Andrew  
Lee 

 

Location York Pines UC New Hope King City UC York Pines UC 

Announcements Christine Gunter Thom Stenson   

Scripture 
Reading 

Eileen Shaw Lisa Smith   

Choir Brenda Walker 
Christine Gunter 
 Deb Carpenter 

YAYA+ Praise 
Band 

  

Music Director Ted Anderson Sunny Rakovac Rosemary 
Karunaratne 

Ted Anderson 

Church  Easter 7 Pentecost 
Sunday 

Trinity Sunday Second After 
Pentecost 

UCC/YUM 
Calendar 

Asian Heritage 
Month 3 

YPUC 55th 
Anniversary 

Asian Heritage 
Month 4 

 

Asian Heritage 
Month 5 

Environment 
Sunday 

Union Sunday 

Liturgical Color Gold or White Red Red Red 

 

 



Minute for Mission by Mission & Service 

 

The United Church marked Mental Health Sunday on May 2nd for the first 
time.  During the first week of May there were live sessions with chaplains 
and ministers on the church's Facebook Page.  Check out the blog post 
"Breaking the Silence about Mental Health" by Amy Crawford,  Identity and 
Mission Team.   More details are available on Sharepoint.  Lets look after 
ours and others mental health !  Resources are available from Morneau 
Shepell,  Canada Life,  Canadian Mental Health and more.   
 
Amy has set up the network's Facebook page.  Please LIKE the page and, if 
possible, introduce the page to others in your network who would be 
interested in the work of this network.  Here is the link and we encourage 
all to utilize it for the purpose it's been set up. 
https://www.facebook.com/United-Church-of-Canada-Mental-Health-
Network-102391831971927 
  
Another link is the Mental Health Awareness Week Seminar page in The 
United Church's website.  The link is below. 
https://united-church.ca/events/mental-health-awareness-week-webinars 
  
There is a 7-blog series dedicated for Mental Health Week.  Please visit our 
Round The Table page to read the blogs as they go live for the next 4 
weeks. 
https://united-church.ca/blogs/round-table 
 
Amy's blog, Breaking the Silence about Mental Health  explains how 
the Mental Health Sunday in the United Church came about.  You can read 
it via the link below. 
https://united-church.ca/blogs/round-table/breaking-silence-about-mental-
health 
 


