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Prayer for Illumination 

Let us pray. Lord of heaven and earth, 

pour out on us the abundant gifts of your Holy Spirit. 

May the work begun by the Spirit on the day of Pentecost 

continue in us as we hear your Word and do your will. Amen. 

 

    Psalm 116 (VU p. 836) 

 

 Refrain: 

  How can I repay you, God,  

  for all the goodness you show to me? 

I love you, God, because you heard my voice 

when I made supplication, 

  because you turned your ear to me, 

  when I called upon your name. 

The cords of death entangled me,  

and the pangs of the Grave laid hold on me; 

  I suffered distress and anguish. 

Then I called upon the name of God: 

  'O God, I pray, save my life.'  R 

 

How can I repay you, God, 

for all the good things you have done for me? 

  I will take up the cup of salvation, 

  and call upon the name of God. 

  I will pay my vows in the presence of all God's people. R 

 

Precious in the sight of God is the death of the saints. 

  O God, I am your servant; 

I am your servant, the child of your maidservant. 

  You have freed me from my bonds. 
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I will offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving, 

  and will call upon the name of God. 

I will pay my vows to God in the presence of all God's people, 

  in the courts of the house of God, in your midst, 

  O Jerusalem.  R 

 

 

 

 

    Acts 1:15-17, 20-26. 

 

The reading of the New Testament today is from Acts 2:1-6. This pericope shows the 

first work of the Holy Spirit in the early church in Jerusalem. 

 

Matthias Chosen to Replace Judas 
15 In those days Peter stood up among the believers (together the crowd numbered 

about one hundred twenty persons) and said, 16 “Friends, the scripture had to be fulfilled, 

which the Holy Spirit through David foretold concerning Judas, who became a guide for 

those who arrested Jesus— 17 for he was numbered among us and was allotted his 

share in this ministry.”  
20 “For it is written in the book of Psalms, 

‘Let his homestead become desolate, 

    and let there be no one to live in it’; 

and 

‘Let another take his position of overseer.’ 
21 So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus 

went in and out among us, 22 beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he 

was taken up from us—one of these must become a witness with us to his resurrection.” 
23 So they proposed two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also known as Justus, and 

Matthias. 24 Then they prayed and said, “Lord, you know everyone’s heart. Show us 

which one of these two you have chosen 25 to take the place in this ministry and 

apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his own place.” 26 And they cast lots 

for them, and the lot fell on Matthias; and he was added to the eleven apostles. 

 

This is the Word of the Lord.  

 

Thanks be to God. 
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 After Jesus’ resurrection, he spent 40 days with his disciples. Jesus 

testified his resurrection to his disciples, so the disciples who hid from the 

persecution of the Roman Empire started boastfully revealing themselves 

as Jesus’ disciple. According to Corinthian chapter 15, Jesus ascended to 

heaven in front of the 500 disciples. The disciples were convinced of Jesus’ 

resurrection and ascension and the Jesus movement became more 

organized. 

 

 As I had explained the groups of Jesus’ disciples before, Jesus and 

the disciples in his public time were not just a handful of people. They 

continually worked to organize the followers. I’ll recall this diagram:  

 

  

            5,000 followers 

                      500 disciples 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

<Fig.1. The Groups of Jesus’ Disciples> 

 

We know Jesus had the three disciples of Peter John and James, the 

administrative disciple Andrew1, 7 disciples who met the resurrected Jesus 

                                                           
1
 The small double circle between “3 Core” and “7 Aces” denotes Apostle Andrew’ position. 

           120 representatives 

70(72) active disciples 

12 apostles 7 Aces 

An 

3 Core 

Aces 
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in Galilee beach, the well-known 12 disciples, 70 or 72 disciples who were 

sent to towns prior to Jesus, 500 disciples, I mentioned them at first, who 

eye-witnessed Jesus’ ascension, and 5,000 were the followers in the desert 

listening to Jesus’ teaching. Of course the two disciples who headed to 

Emmaus and the women who closely served Jesus must be somewhere 

else in the middle, but who are the 120? They are the representatives who 

gathered in a room in Jerusalem to select the 13th apostle because Iscariot 

Judea betrayed Jesus and died miserably. In the 120, Jesus’ mother Mary 

and his three younger brothers joined.  

 

 The selecting process seemed very serious to them. We haven’t read 

it but Acts chapter one detailed who the core members were and how they 

prepared the selection by praying continuously for days. At last, Peter the 

foremost disciple stood up and announced the process of selection. In 

order to become the 13th apostle, there were conditions to be qualified: first, 

the new apostle had to be a person who had accompanied the other 

disciples from the beginning of Jesus’ public life.  

 

 This condition looks natural but actually, the numbers of disciples 

fluctuated in Jesus’ public ministry. During the public life, Jesus even asked 

the twelve disciples with worry “Do you also wish to go away?”2  And the 

Apostle Paul wrote to Timothy that “Demas, in love with this present world, 

has deserted me and gone to Thessalonica, Crescens … (and) Titus … 

have gone.”3  Even the first church leaders and disciples walked away from 

                                                           
2
  John 6:67 

3
 2 Timothy 4:10 
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their callings. Being consistent to Jesus’ movement was not that easy even 

for those who lived in Jesus’ time. 

 

 The second qualification for the new apostle was to have experienced 

the resurrection of Jesus. Verse 22 says, the new apostle “must become a 

witness with us to Jesus’ resurrection.”4  The 11 disciples and the 120 

church representatives believed that experiencing the resurrected Jesus is 

a must. Without the belief of the resurrection, his or her works could 

undermine the authentic life-saving Jesus movements.  

 

 With these two conditions, the representatives found two people for 

the appointment. One is Joseph, called Barsabbas, who was also known as 

Justus, and the other is Matthias. The first one, Joseph a.k.a. Barsabbas 

and Justus was a person who needed a longer explanation while Matthias 

was just introduced his name.  

 

 The first man’s three names are from Hebrew and Roman language. 

In other words, he was a well equipped person in their eyes; however, for 

Matthias, no additional information was given and the position of his name 

was second. They didn’t write the names alphabetically. We can guess 

they wanted the person with three names more. However, when they cast 

the lots, they learned that God wanted Mathias more.  

 

 When John the Baptist informed the secret of the Jesus Messiah to 

his top two rank disciples, one of them was Andrew and the other was 

unknown. And Matthias who followed John the Baptist in the same period 
                                                           
4
 Acts 1:22 
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but was not able to become the first two high rank disciples and instead 

silently followed John was chosen to be the thirteenth apostle.  

 

 Matthias who followed Jesus at the very beginning of the ministry but 

was not able to become the twelve disciples still humbly followed Jesus 

and was chosen to be the thirteenth apostle. Eusebius, a church historian, 

describes Matthias as one of the 500 people who witnessed Jesus’ 

ascension.  Yes, that’s right. Mathias, who witnessed Jesus’ resurrection 

and who consistently co-operated with the 11 apostles, was chosen to be 

the thirteenth apostle by God who knows the human heart. Because of his 

loyal and sincere heart, he was chosen.  

 

 After this selection we cannot find his name in the Bible anymore. 

According to Christian tradition and history, Matthias worked in Judea, 

Ethiopia, and Macedonia. His corps is now in St. Matthias' Abbey, Trier in 

Germany.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Luke, the writer of Acts, intentionally positioned the coming of the 

Holy Spirit right after the 120 representatives chose the thirteenth apostle. 

Selecting Matthias shows the readiness for the upcoming works of the Holy 
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Spirit. And for the works, God chose a humble and consistent follower 

through the casting lots. There is no example of casting lots in the Bible 

anymore after Matthias’ story. Then how did the people of God reach to the 

understanding that they are chosen, like Matthias, by God?  

 

 Since the coming of the Holy Spirit, the divine calling is being 

discerned with the works of the Spirit. These works appear to us in many 

ways: through the insightful discernment of the times of the secular world, 

through the wisdom and knowledge of the classics and modern literatures,  

through the microscopic research of human science and physics, through 

the passion and compassion of social justice and self-sacrifice by giving, 

ruach ( .רּוחַ 
 )5, the breath of the Holy Spirit to the people who cry like George 

Floyd that I cannot breath, through the warm hearted affection of our 

parents or descendants, through the humble life giving radical gratitude to 

God for breathing even this moment, the Holy Spirit impedes, works, and 

calls us. 

 

 When the Holy Spirit calls us, would Matthias’ sincere, loyal, and 

consistent heart be helpful to respond to that call? Would Matthias’ humble 

and sturdy works give us any insights? 

Let us pray silently. 

 

 

 

<Picture1. Matthias –  

by Simone Martini (c. 1284 – 1344), 

An Italian painter > 

                                                           
5
 .meaning breath or wind in Hebrew. This word is used in Genesis to describe the Holy Spirit , רּוחַ   


