
 

 

 

YORK UNITED MINISTRIES  
 

Sunday, January 17, 2021 
At New Hope United Church 

Second Sunday after Epiphany 
 

 
We Gather as God’s People 

 
Prelude 
 
Words of Welcome 
 
Life and Work of Our Church 
 
Lighting of the Christ Candle 
  
Call to Worship  (based on Psalm 139: 1-4) 

The Psalmist wrote: 
“O LORD, you have searched me and known me. 
“You know when I sit down and when I rise up; you discern my thoughts 
from far away. 
“You search out my path and my lying down, and are acquainted with all 
my ways. 
“Even before a word is on my tongue, O LORD, you know it completely.” 
Now we come into worship to search and to know God.  We come to 
discern God’s thoughts, to hear God’s word and to seek out God’s path for 
us. 
 

*Opening Hymn:  “All Praise to Thee”  #327 VU (v.1,2, & 5) 
All praise to thee, for thou. O King divine, 
didst yield the glory that of right was thine, 
that in our troubled hearts thy grace might shine:  
hallelujah; hallelujah! 
 
Thou cam'st to us in lowliness of thought; 
by thee the outcast and the poor were sought, 
and by thy death was God's salvation wrought:  
hallelujah; hallelujah! 
 
 



 

 

 

Let every tongue confess with one accord 
in heaven and earth that Jesus Christ is Lord; 
and God eternal be by all adored:  
hallelujah; hallelujah!  
 

Opening Prayer 
Praise be your holy name, Our God.  Praise be to you.  With joy we come 
to bless you with thanksgiving, to pour out our hearts with singing, to 
worship you and honour you, to hear and learn of you, to listen to you and 
to answer your summons as you answer prayer.  Our souls thirst for your 
presence for we know no other source of living water.  Your love is better 
than life itself.  Come into our hearts.  Search us and know our thoughts.  
Know the deepest secrets of our lives.  Seek out those feelings that 
prevent us from true communion with you and with each other.  Find the 
desires that preoccupy us and free us from them.  Break down the walls 
and heal the rifts between you and us and each other, and reconcile us to 
our neighbours and to our true natures.  For we pray this prayer in Jesus’ 
name.  Amen. 
 

Response Song:  “Kyrie” #69 MV 
  Ky-ri-e e-le-i-son, Ky-ri-e e-le-i-son, 

 Ky-ri-e e-le-i-son, Ky-ri-e e-le-i-son. 
 
Words of Assurance 

The Psalmist proclaims that our God hears prayer.  Our God receives the 
account of our sins, and when our transgressions prevail over us, God 
forgives us.  Be assured of this and trust that your sins are forgiven.  
Thanks be to God.  Amen. 

Thanks be to God.  Amen. 

Affirmation of Faith: A New Creed 
 We are not alone, we live in God's world. 
   We believe in God: 
     who has created and is creating, 
     who has come in Jesus, 
      the Word made flesh, 
      to reconcile and make new, 
     who works in us and others by the Spirit. 
  
 We trust in God. 
 We are called to be the Church: 



 

 

 

     to celebrate God's presence, 
     to live with respect in Creation, 
     to love and serve others, 
     to seek justice and resist evil, 
     to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, 
     our judge and our hope.  
 
 In life, in death, in life beyond death, 
     God is with us. 
     We are not alone. Thanks be to God. 

 
Ministry of Music  
 

We Listen for the Word of God 
 

Prayer for Illumination 
Nathaniel’s eyes, mind and spirit were opened to see that Jesus Christ is 
your Messiah, and so to answer his call.  O God, open our ears, mind and 
spirit to hear his call and to respond entering into a new day enlightened, 
guided and empowered to serve.  Amen. 
 

Scripture Reading 
John 1: 43-51 
The scripture reading for today is from the first chapter of John’s Gospel 
verses 43 to 51.  Many stories of Jesus’ ministry found in John’s gospel are 
not found in the other gospels.  In this story, we hear the call of Nathaniel, 
who is not mentioned elsewhere, except at the end of John’s gospel as a 
witness to the resurrection.  Today’s story makes clear that those who 
followed Jesus did so solely because they were convinced that he was 
God’s Messiah.  Throughout Jesus’ ministry there were those who believed 
in him and those who didn’t.  Nathaniel was one who did. 
 
The Gospel of Jesus Christ according to John. 
 
The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee.  He found Philip and said to 
him, "Follow me."  Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and 
Peter.  Philip found Nathanael and said to him, "We have found him about 
whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph 
from Nazareth."  Nathanael said to him, "Can anything good come out of 
Nazareth?"  Philip said to him, "Come and see."  When Jesus saw 



 

 

 

Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, "Here is truly an Israelite in 
whom there is no deceit!"  Nathanael asked him, "Where did you get to 
know me?"  Jesus answered, "I saw you under the fig tree before Philip 
called you."  Nathanael replied, "Rabbi, you are the Son of God!  You are 
the King of Israel!"  Jesus answered, "Do you believe because I told you 
that I saw you under the fig tree?  You will see greater things than these."  
And he said to him, "Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened and 
the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man." 
 
This is the Good News of Jesus Christ. 
 Praise to Christ, the Word.  Amen. 

 
Time for the Child in All of Us 
 
Reflection:  “How Odd, the Call of God” 
 
Music for Silent Reflection 
 

We Respond to God’s Word 
 
The Offering of our Gifts and Ourselves 
 Invitation:   

 As Magi offered gifts most rare 
 At that manger crude and bare, 
 So may we with holy joy, 
 Pure and free from sin’s alloy, 
 All our costliest treasures bring, Christ, to you, 
 Our heavenly King. 
 Let us now in our minds and hearts make our offering to God. 

  *Doxology:  In the Bleak Midwinter  (#55 VU, verse 4)  
What can I give him, poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 
if I were a wise man, I would do my part; 
yet what I can I give him - give my heart. 

 
Pastoral Prayers of the People 

Our God, how inscrutable you are.  Wonderful are your ways and 
mysterious for the wonder of them.  We cannot fully comprehend you nor 
understand your plans and purposes.  Our appreciation for your compassion 
is always lagging your acts of concern and care. 



 

 

 

You are always seeking us out.  You know us and have known us from the 
beginning of our existence.  Everywhere we walk you accompany us.  Our 
every word or thought, every desire or need, every disappointment or 
frustration, every failure or defeat, is known to you.  Your knowledge of us 
is exceeded only by your compassion for us. 
 
Come to us now.  Stand forth and speak to our hearts and minds.  Call us 
by name.  Remind us that we are yours.  Summon us to accept your 
purposes for us and thus provide our lives with meaning.  Reveal to each 
one the ordinary things through which you might perform extraordinary 
deeds.  Give us knowledge as you have knowledge of human need.  
Sensitize us as you are sensitive to the hidden cries of the spirit in those 
around us in our daily lives.  Inform us of the ways to care and to offer 
assistance.  Grant us wisdom to see beyond the superficial into the depths 
of the human spirit, and prepare us to plumb those depths in order to lift 
those who have fallen into despair. 
 
And where we cannot be, we pray that you would be.  We pray for the 
bereaved finding it difficult to mourn in this time of pandemic restriction.  
We pray for those who are sick, particularly for those recovering from 
Covid-19, and those whose illness is unrelated, and for the return of robust 
health.  We pray for those who still experience the discrimination of race 
and colour, particularly those who have inadequate opportunities for 
education, limited openings for employment and advancement, and who 
struggle handicapped by the lasting effects of poverty.  May we honour the 
memories of those who have campaigned for justice and equality, people 
like Martin Luther King Jr., Rosa Parks, and Viola Desmond, Justice Murray 
Sinclair and Nellie McClung.  May we honour their lives and commitment 
with the commitment of our own lives to bring about shalom, your peace 
with justice and righteousness. 
We pray for our neighbours to the south embroiled in a dangerous time of 
discord, disunity and animosity.  Grant to their leaders and to them all a 
renewed sense of what it means to be an American and show them a vision 
of a new way forward. 
And may we honour those in our own individual lives who have shown us 
the way, been an example to follow and a lamp unto our feet.  Inspire a 
deep sense of gratitude in us that we might express our appreciation to 
these people and encourage those who encouraged us. 
This we pray in the name of Jesus Christ, in whom your mystery was 
glimpsed and your concern expressed.  We pray now as he taught us. 



 

 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; thy will be done  
on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread.  
 Forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those who trespass against us.   
 And lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil,  
  for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
  forever and ever. Amen. 

 
We Go Forth to Live as Christians in the World 

 
*Closing Hymn:  “Take my Life and Let It Be”  #506 VU (v.1,4, & 5) 

Take my life and let it be 
consecrated, all for thee; 
take my moments and my days; 
let them flow in endless praise. 
 
Take my will and make it thine; 
it shall be no longer mine; 
take my heart, it is thine own; 
it shall be thy royal throne. 
 
Take my love: and I will pour 
at thy feet its treasure store; 
take myself, and I will be 
ever, only, all for thee. 

 
Blessing and Sending Forth  

Listen.  God is calling you.  God is calling your name, summoning you to a 
new future.  Let God do with you what seems good to God.  God knows 
what God is doing. 
And may God enlighten your way, may Jesus Christ walk with you, and 
may the Holy Spirit encourage and empower you. 
May God bless each one of you.  May God bless us all. 
 Amen. 

Postlude 
  



 

 

 

 
 

York United Ministries Announcements 
 

Epiphany  
Modern Christians of the Western tradition keep Epiphany which occurs on 
January 6. Church celebrates the coming of Jesus Christ from Christmas day 
to the day of Epiphany for twelve days. The season of Epiphany continues 
until Lent starts. Green is used from the Second Sunday of the Epiphany 
season, while white or gold represents Christmas and the First Sunday of 
Epiphany/Baptism of Jesus Sunday.  
 
YAYA - YTB Series for Youth and Young Adult Group  
The ministers and the teachers are accepting any questions about the Bible or 
church life by the YAYA group members by Jan. 24. The questions will be 
responded through our YouTube channel, titled "YAYA-YTB: Q-Box Series" and 
will air around February. Please contact Sunday school teachers, ministers, or 
the church offices. 
 
York United Ministries Thursday Broadcasting (YTB) 
The 8 sessions of the first series of YTB have ended, but they can still be 
found at the channel 
(https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCL772mvVOna2VqaLlmkQsNw?view_as
=subscriber).  Watch them at any time and as many times as you find helpful.  
If you have any comments or questions, please send them to Rev. Andrew 
Lee (andrewkunyoung@gmail.com).  Your responses may be addressed in the 
next series, which will be produced during Lent in 2021. 
 
Offering 
Thank you for sending your offerings to the churches. Your offerings support 
the ministry of the church, show your dedication as a Christian and have been 
much appreciated.  Please mail a cheque to your church directly, or make an 
e-transfer:  kcuc@bellnet.ca; office.ypuc@rogers.com; 
newhopeunited@bellnet.ca. 
 
  



 

 

 

Daily devotionals  
“While physical training is of some value, godliness is valuable in every way.” 
(1 Timothy 4:8) Let’s write our journal with the Bible verses every day as a 
form of individual spiritual exercises. Handwriting the verses given and your 
own short reflection time are encouraged. The Bible passages are provided 
each week in the bulletin. 
 • Monday, Jan. 18 – Proverb 13:14 
   • Tuesday, Jan. 19 – Proverb 14:26-27 
   • Wednesday, Jan 20 – Proverb 15:26 
   • Thursday, Jan. 21 – Proverb 16:9 
   • Friday, Jan. 22 – Proverb 17:17 
   • Saturday, Jan. 23 – Proverb 18:4 
 
 
York Pines Book Club 

All are welcome to the York Pines Book Club, which 
will be held by Zoom until further notice.  Facilitators 
Bruce and Eleanor Chambers will lead the discussion 
on Reclaiming Faith by Michael Coren, Wednesday 
January 27 at 7:00 p.m. The book is a compilation of 
Coren's articles of inclusion, grace and tolerance in 
Christianity.  To request the Zoom link for the Jan. 
27th Book Club, email office.ypuc@rogers.com  
 
About the book and the author: The book Reclaiming 
Faith by Michael Coren is a collection of his articles 
all about his faith, Christianity. Journalist, 
broadcaster and Anglican priest Michael Coren is a 
seeker. His faith journey has been a long and 

winding road searching for truth and meaning. For recent articles by Michael 
Coren, check out:  The Globe and Mail, December 24, 2020 - The Pandemic 
will change Christmas - perhaps for the better. Maclean’s magazine, January 
2021 - The Year of Empathy. 
 
  



 

 

 

Worship Schedule * 
 

 Jan. 17 Jan. 24 Jan. 31 Feb. 7 

Preacher Rev. Bruce 
Roffey 

Rev. Bruce 
Roffey 

Rev. Andrew 
Lee 

 

Location New Hope UC 
Online only 

King City UC 
Online only 

York Pines UC 
Online only 

New Hope UC 
Online only 

Announce
ment & 
Scripture 
Reading 

    

Choir     

Church 
Calendar 

Second 
Sunday of 
Epiphany 

Third Sunday 
of Epiphany 

Fourth 
Sunday of 
Epiphany 

Fifth Sunday 
of Epiphany 

Liturgical 
Color 

Green Green Green Green 

 
Upcoming Dates 
Jan. 17 (Tonight) at 8 p.m. Oversight Team Meeting via Zoom 
Jan. 18 (Mon.) Week of Prayer For Christian Unity 
Jan 27 (Wed.) at 7 p.m. Book Club 
Feb. 1-28 Black History Month 
Feb. 17 (Wed.) Ash Wednesday: Lent begins for 40 days. 
 
*Temporary format of Worship Service  
Due to changing circumstances, all services will be recorded in advance and 
posted to YouTube on Sunday morning.  Today’s service was pre-recorded at 
New Hope United Church. There will be no on-site services on Sundays until 
further notice. The video clip can be found at: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCL772mvVOna2VqaLlmkQsNw?view 
as=subscriber.  You may subscribe to the channel and turn on notifications in 
order to be informed automatically, or check out the church webpages or 
Facebook pages.  


