
“The People Guided by the Spirit: Simeon” 
 

January 10, 2021 

Online Worship Service 

York United Ministries 

Recorded at York Pines United Church 

Rev. Andrew K. Lee 

 

Prayer for Illumination 

Let us pray: As you led Simeon to embrace the infant Jesus, guide us, Holy Spirit, by 

your gracious light that we may welcome your saving Word.  Amen. 

 

Scripture Reading 

Luke 2:22-35, Jesus is Presented in the Temple 
22 When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they 

brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the law 

of the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord”), 24 and 

they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair of 

turtledoves or two young pigeons.” 
25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was 

righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit 

rested on him. 26 It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see 

death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27 Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came 

into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what 

was customary under the law, 28 Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, 

saying, 
29 “Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 

    according to your word; 
30 for my eyes have seen your salvation, 
31     which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles 

    and for glory to your people Israel.” 
33 And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. 
34 Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for 

the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed 35 so 

that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own 

soul too.” 

 

This is the witness of the Church. Thanks be to God.  Amen. 



2 
 

Rev. Andrew K. Lee 
BA, MDiv, IFM/STM, ThM, DSD, PhD(c) 

 

< Time for the Child in All of Us> 

Good morning my friends! It’s a beautiful day to worship God 

together. I know that you’ve just started school again last week; 

how was it? Were you able to start smoothly? 

I hope you’re managing both your study and play at home very 

well.  

 

Last Sunday, I told you a story of baby Jesus in a manger and 

that story reminds me of my kids’ baby stories too. There are 

some customary rituals for babies, which mean something we’ve 

done for a long time for a baby. If the baby is a boy, we wrap the 

baby in a blue blanket, and if the baby is a girl, then parents 

wrap the baby with a pink blanket. Some people in my cultural 

background hang a piece of charcoal at the top of the front door if 

the baby is a girl, and if the baby is a boy they hang charcoal and 

a red dried pepper. A few years ago in my 

town in Richmond Hill, I remember one of 

my neighbours set up a big sign in the 

shape of a doll saying, “It’s a girl!” What 

about you? Ask your parents what they had 

done for you when you were born. We call 

these things that we do rituals. 
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Baby Jesus was an Israelite and he also needed to do the rituals 

of Israelites. When baby Jesus was 40 days old, he had to visit 

the temple with his parents.  

While mother Mary was walking in the temple, an 

old hairy man came to her.  

 

She didn’t know who he was. The old man gently 

held baby Jesus and said it was the messiah who 

can save the world. Actually, the Holy Spirit taught the old man 

that the baby was the messiah. The old man said with great joy, 

“My eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in 

the presence of all peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentile 

and for glory to your people Israel.”  

 

Joseph and Mary were really surprised at what he said and his 

appearance too, but kept his words in their hearts. And they 

raised baby Jesus with all their efforts. How about you, my 

friends? As God prepared Joseph and Mary for baby Jesus, God 

prepared your parents for you too. And we see everyday that 

they are giving great efforts to raise the children of God. 

Let’s give a prayer of thanks for the God who gave you your 

parents and brought you into this world.  
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<Reflection> 

Today is the first Sunday after Epiphany. As you may know, last 

Wednesday, January 6th was the day of Epiphany in 2021.  Like 

Christmas day is on December 25th, January 6th is a fixed date for 

Epiphany and is one of the oldest Christian holy days. Epiphany 

commemorates “the first manifestation of Jesus Christ to the 

Gentiles, represented by the Magi, and the manifestation of his 

divinity, as it occurred at his baptism in the Jordan River and at 

his first miracle, at Cana in Galilee.”1 

 

 Epiphany originated in the Eastern church and was adopted 

in the Western church by the 4th century. Nowadays, Christian 

churches around the world are deciding to extend the celebration 

of the coming of Lord Jesus and to keep the white color for liturgy 

until the first Sunday after the date of Epiphany.  

 

 The central event of Epiphany we celebrate is the visitation 

of the magi as I explained in the sermon title “The People Guided 

by the Spirit” last Sunday. As I said, we may be familiar with the 

image of baby Jesus who is in the manger, surrounded by 

animals, Joseph and Mary, the shepherds, and the magi who 

brought three presents. However, I said, that scene didn’t happen 

because the date that the magi visited was not on the day of 

Mary’s delivery.  

                                                           
1
 https://www.britannica.com/topic/Epiphany; accessed January 5, 2021. 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/Epiphany
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 Let me explain a bit more: Luke chapter 2 describes how the 

shepherds saw the star and the angels sang and witnessed the 

new born baby in a manger. Luke 2:16 says, “(So) they went 

with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the 

manger.” 

 Matthew chapter 2 shows how the magi met the baby Jesus. 

It says, verse 11, “On entering the house, (they) the magi saw 

the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him 

homage.” From Luke, the shepherds certainly witnessed the baby 

in the manger, but in Matthew, we only get a hint that Jesus was 

a baby. 

 

 Interestingly, in the English bible, both Luke and Matthew 

employ the term “the child” for Jesus, but the Greek bible uses 

different words. It writes βρεφος for the child in Luke, while 

παιδιον in Matthew. And the writer of Luke never uses the word 

again while the writer of Matthew uses παιδιον more than several 

times in chapter 18 when Jesus says, “Whoever welcomes one 

such child in my name welcomes me.”2 According to the usage, 

the baby whom the magi met seems to be older than a newly 

born baby. 

 

                                                           
2
 Matthew 18:5. 
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 We do not know how old baby Jesus was when the magi 

visited them. Instead, we can infer that the presentation of Jesus 

in the temple happened before the magi visited them because, as 

I explained last Sunday, Joseph and Mary fled to Egypt after the 

magi visited. The house where Joseph and Mary stayed was in 

Bethlehem, and the temple was in Jerusalem, less than 10 

kilometers apart. According to the passage today, it says, 

“22 When the time came for their purification according to the law 

of Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the 

Lord.” Jewish law has three steps of ritual and purification for a 

baby and their parents: If a baby is a boy, the first purification is 

to be done on the 8th day of birth. The family holds a home party 

to celebrate a new life, and they circumcise the baby. The second 

ritual is to present the baby boy to the temple in Jerusalem on 

the thirty-first day, as an expression of devotion to God, if the 

baby boy is the first born baby. And the last ritual is the 

purification of the mother. On the fortieth day, the parents and 

the baby boy come to the temple to purify the mother. Today’s 

passage shows the third ritual of purification. After this 

purification, the magi worshipped baby Jesus, and then Joseph’s 

family fled to Egypt and stayed until King Herod died. This is how 

we diachronically reconstruct the early days of baby Jesus. 

Therefore, the passage we read is positioned between Jesus’ birth 

and the visit of the magi. And then they escaped to Egypt. This 
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passage, found in Luke only, gives a clear vision to reconstruct 

the flow of time.  

 

 Now I’d like to point out a few things to ponder through the 

passage. The writer of Luke provides a character description of 

Simeon who is the main character leading this passage. When 

Joseph and Mary took baby Jesus for the purification, Simeon 

approached and held baby Jesus. Who is this man? What is his 

character? He was righteous and devout, looking forward to the 

consolation of Israel. He was sincere and trustworthy, and a 

bearer of divine prophetic vision. What a praiseful description for 

a person! He is literally a positive character. One thing that 

caught my eyes is that the Holy Spirit is mentioned three times in 

a row while describing Simeon.  Verse 25, the Holy Spirit rested 

on him; verse 26, the Holy Spirit revealed to him; verse 27 

Guided by the Holy Spirit.  

 

 When I read out this passage, I paused at the description 

about him and grappled with what kind of life he would have lived: 

The Holy Spirit rested on, revealed, and guided. He even came to 

the temple because he was told to do so. Because of the Holy 

Spirit, he was able to meet the Messiah in the temple.  

 

 I can only imagine what this holy guidance would look like, 

and I can’t easily imagine what this holy guidance would look like 
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today. And I have a following question: if Jesus comes to us, 

comes to me, then would I recognize him as the messiah? Of 

course Jesus wouldn’t appear to me today. If so, then it would be 

the second coming of the Lord in terms of the final eschatological 

judgment. I mean, how can we, how can I be guided by the Holy 

Spirit and how can I recognize a baby from a young, poor family 

who can’t sacrifice a lamb but a pair of turtledoves as the Messiah? 

While pondering on the guidance of the Holy Spirit and the 

recognition of baby Jesus, I was able to recall a professor when I 

studied at Regis College of Jesuit tradition. In her class, all of a 

sudden she glared straight at me and said “I can see Jesus in 

your eyes.” And turning to another student, she said again, “I can 

see Jesus in your eyes.” It was not a joke. She had a straight 

face, so nobody laughed. The impact on that day was not 

ignorable. And I spoke to myself: Was I unconsciously unaware 

that God’s seed abides in me and in every one of us?3 I believe 

that God’s seed is in me, but it was easily forgotten in my 

everyday life. After recalling my memory, I was gradually 

reassured that a faithful and sincere life, like Simeon today, is not 

a one-time guidance but a direction of life. And I believe this is 

true for spiritual journeys for modern Christians today.  

  

 It really is, my friends. We breathe every day; we walk 

every day; we think every day; and we make plans for each day, 

                                                           
3
 1John 3:9b. 
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week, month, and year. For faithful and sincere Christians who 

are being guided by the Holy Spirit, every move, every breath, 

and every day has a direction to God although our every day is 

imperfect. It is like mountain climbing; guided by the Spirit we 

cannot clearly see the guidance, and yet when we reach the top 

of the mountain, when we finish our journey, we may see the 

vast scene of the integration of human life, history, knowledge 

and wisdom. And we may recognize our life is all about the 

guidance of the Holy Spirit.  

  

 Sisters and brothers! The Holy Spirit is guiding us. Let the 

same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus.4 Lift up your plan, 

your days, your new year to God. The important thing for us as 

children of God is to keep the faithful direction. No matter how 

imperfect you are, no matter where you are staggering, no 

matter what you’ve done last year, do not sway and just hold 

tight to the steering wheel for direction towards God. The Holy 

Spirit is holding your hand in the passenger seat. And you will 

recognize the Holy Spirit like Simeon today. Let us hold onto and 

long for the Holy Spirit’s guidance this year. Let us pray silently. 

 

 

 

                                                           
4
 Philippians 2:5. 


