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“You can’t see for looking,” is an expression my mother used to use.  My wife still does.  Some 

things are as plain as the nose on your face and you can’t see them. 

 

The famous detective Sherlock Holmes and his trusted companion Dr. Watson went on a camping 

trip.  Some hours after they had fallen asleep, Holmes awoke and nudged his faithful friend. 

“Watson, look up at the sky and tell me what you see.” 

“I see millions and millions of stars,” Watson replied. 

“What does that tell you?” asked Holmes. 

Watson pondered for a minute.  “Astronomically, it tells me that there are millions of galaxies 

and potentially billions of planets.  Astrologically, I observe that Saturn is in Leo.  Horologically, 

I deduce that the time is approximately a quarter past three.  Theologically, I can see that God 

is all-powerful and that we are small and insignificant.  Meteorologically, I suspect that we will 

have a beautiful day tomorrow.  What does it tell you?” 

 “Elementary, my dear Watson,” replied Holmes.  “Someone has stolen our tent.” 

 

Sometimes we can make things seem much more complex than they actually are.  Sometimes we 

can’t see for looking. 

 

Mary Magdalene and the other Mary, whom some think was actually Jesus’ mother i, went down to 

see the tomb.  An angel who had come in the midst of an earthquake and had rolled back the 

stone in front of the tomb spoke to them, “Do not be afraid…He is not here; for he has risen, as he 

said.” 

 

Twenty centuries or so later this is good news.  He is not here; he has risen.  "Christ is risen!" we 

call.  Christ is risen indeed! 
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Was this good news to the two Marys?  Matthew says that their reaction was mixed.  They 

departed quickly with fear and great joy.  Perhaps they couldn’t see for looking.  Perhaps they 

didn’t see what they wanted to see, needed to see.  Perhaps they didn’t understand yet that this 

was good news.  It baffled them. 

 

A little boy is in bed sleeping.  It has been a hard day, a difficult day.  He has bad dreams about 

what has happened, nightmares.  Suddenly he awakes with a start in the blackness of the night.  

Up he gets.  Down the hall he pads into his parents’ room.  “Mommy, mommy,” he cries.  “Don’t be 

afraid,” his father says.  “She isn’t here.  She’s gone.” 

 

Is that what he wanted, what he needed to hear, “She isn’t here; she’s gone”? 

Is that what the Marys needed to hear, “He isn’t here; he’s risen?  He’s gone?” 

A young girl going to bed wants her mother to stay with her.  “Don’t worry,” her mother says, “God 

is with you.”  “But I need someone with a face,” the little girl replies. 

Jesus was that face.  Jesus was the answer to that prayer, that cry.  The people needed to see 

God’s face and they did in Jesus and now he was gone.  There was great joy that he was risen, 

that he wasn’t dead, but there was fear for he was also gone.  He was gone and they needed his 

presence. 

 

Now some people said that he never died at all and they have some complicated explanations 

about how an exchange was made or how death was feigned.  But it’s not that complicated.  It’s 

simple.  The gospel stories all make sure that we understand by the way they describe the 

crucifixion and the burial, that Jesus was dead.  The risen one was also the crucified and dead 

one.  He did die.  On the cross he did die, just like our loved ones have and we all most surely will. 

 

Others said that he died but he never was raised.  His disciples stole his body.  Matthew’s rather 

incredulous telling of the bribing of the Roman soldiers has its roots in this historical fact that some 

did claim that Jesus’ body was stolen in order to pretend that he was raised. ii 

 

But it’s not really that complicated.  It’s obvious.  He is risen.  Some people simply can’t see for 

looking.  Even the soldiers who saw what happened didn’t really see and could be bribed to lie 
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about it.  Even some of Jesus’ followers when they saw Jesus on the mountaintop after the 

resurrection didn’t see and the scriptures say that “some doubted.” iii 

 

The two Marys saw and understood in part but not completely.  There was joy, but there was fear. 

Then they met Jesus.  Jesus addressed them with the customary greeting, one that is difficult to 

translate into English.  Eugene Petersen paraphrases it simply as, “Good morning!”  It’s a kind of 

modern “Hi, there” greeting.  Others read, “Hail!” or “Greetings!” as we heard this morning.  The 

Good News Bible says, “Peace be with you!”  The word really means ‘rejoice’.  So the first word 

from the risen Lord is not simply “Greetings!” but rather “Rejoice!”  “Rejoice!”iv  So they approached 

him, fell down taking hold of his feet and worshipped him.  “Do not be afraid,” he said repeating 

what the angel had told them, but this time they saw clearly, they heard and understood.  There 

was cause to rejoice.  Jesus was risen and that meant that he was with them.  He was risen and 

that meant that now he could be with them always. 

 

“Go tell my brothers,” Jesus told them, not “my disciples” as the angel had said, but “my brothers”.  

“Go tell them, my brothers, to go to Galilee and they will see me there.” 

And so they went to Galilee and there they saw Jesus, and, Matthew says, Jesus approached 

them.  Now this might not seem significant but this verb is used in Matthew 52 times.  Fifty times it 

is used of people approaching Jesus.  But twice only it is used for Jesus approaching others and 

those two times are on the Mount of Transfiguration when he was exalted and glorified, and here 

at the resurrection.  The message is two-fold.  Matthew makes it clear that this resurrected one is 

the exalted and glorified and enthroned Christ.  More importantly, it shows that Jesus takes the 

initiative.v  No longer do people need to approach him; he will approach them.  He has been freed 

to do that.  And with the authority of God he will tell them to go into the world, all the world, to tell 

the good news and to instruct people about the ways of God and to make disciples, and he 

promises, “I will be with you day by day by day.” 

 

And so rejoice!  Jesus is risen!  He is no longer there, because he is here!  He is here with us day 

to day to day.  And he is here now.  It isn’t complicated.  It’s straightforward.  It’s easy.  It’s simple.  

It’s obvious.  Christ is risen!  Christ is risen indeed!  And may this be our message to the world. 
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In 1918 shortly after the Bolshevik revolution, a Russian commissar gave a lecture entitled 

Religion: The Opium of the People in one of Moscow's largest assembly halls.  The commissar, 

with great passion and enthusiasm, told the audience of almost 7000 that all the Christian 

mysteries were nothing more than pious myths.  He told how Marxist science is the true light that 

will forever supplant the legendary mysteries of the Christian religion.  He closed by making 

pointed reference to what he described as the “naïve, childish ridiculous fable called the 

Resurrection of Jesus.”  When he had finished his lecture, he was very pleased with himself and 

with his performance, and, in an act of confidence, he invited anyone in that huge audience who 

had a question or wanted to say something to come to the platform.  There was absolute silence in 

that vast hall.  Nobody moved; nobody spoke.  Finally a 26-year-old and newly ordained Russian 

Orthodox priest stepped forward.  The commissar looked at him with scorn and contempt and said, 

“You have two minutes - no more.”  The priest replied, “I won't need nearly that long.”  He mounted 

the platform, surveyed that vast throng of humanity and in a loud and defiant voice declared, 

“Christ is risen!” and, as one voice, the seven thousand roared in response, “Christ is risen 

indeed!!”vi 

 

So may it be for you and me, this day and day by day by day.  So may it be.  Amen. 

                                            
i Cf. Matthew 13: 55; 27: 56, 61.  Douglas R. A. Hare, Matthew (Interpretation Series), John Knox 

Press (1993), pp. 161, 324, 330. 
ii Matthew 28: 11-15.  Justin (c.150) and Tertullian (c. 200) say that such a report was current among 

Jews in their time. F. W. Beare, The Gospel According to Matthew, Harper & Row (1981), p. 543. 
iii
 Matthew 28: 17. 

iv Douglas R. A. Hare, Matthew (Interpretation Series), John Knox Press (1993), p. 330. 
v F. W. Beare, The Gospel According to Matthew, Harper & Row (1981), p. 544; Fred B. Craddock, 
Preaching Through the Christian Year A, Trinity Press International (1992), p. 305. 
vi Nicholas Arseniev, Mysticism and the Eastern Church (St. Vladimir’s Seminary Press, 1997). 


