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 What a wonderful passage we read this morning in 

Paul’s letter to the church in Rome.  So many verses have 

been memorized as words of encouragement, 

encouragement that the future is in God’s hands, - not just 

our future, but the whole future of all creation - and that 

future is glorious.  Moreover, the present is in God’s hands 

as well.  God is with us now healing our woundedness, 

mending the brokenness of creation and caring for us even 

when we cannot care for ourselves.  What could be greater 

than that?  God is on our side and nothing can defeat us.  

Through Christ, who has proven his love for us, we will win 

an overwhelming victory.  Nothing can defeat us, not 

creation itself, not even ourselves. 

 How we need to hear this Gospel!  How we need this 

good news!  Just look around you.  Paul talks about the 

brokenness of creation using the theology of Genesis, that 

so great and devastating was the fall of humankind through 

Adam that even creation has fallen.  The ground is cursed 

and so humankind will need to toil and sweat until the final 

day when we return to the ground from whence we came.1  

Human perversity has led to the earth’s suffering. 
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 In the modern day we are tempted to call this “simple 

mythology” and to write it off, but its truth is surely 

demonstrated in quite a literal way as evidenced by the 

pollution of air and water, the wanton and thoughtless 

exploitation of forests and other natural resources of the 

world, the continuing extinction of the earth’s species and 

climate change.  Paul’s thoughts are not fanciful and 

perhaps have more relevance today than when they were 

first recorded. 

 Creation is groaning and much of that suffering comes 

from our consumption, our greed, our lack of stewardship, 

our exercise of privilege without the performance of our 

responsibilities. 

 Even when we have tried to help we have tended to 

botch things up.  It is not that long ago that the advent of 

penicillin, sulfa drugs, vaccinations and other medical 

miracles were thought to have heralded in our human 

victory over disease.  Some even talk boldly from time to 

time about a future when there will be no death.  Aging will 

be conquered along with disease.  However, this reporting of 

the death of death has been greatly exaggerated. 

 Across the globe we see the recurrence of diseases we 

thought we had conquered.  The overuse of antibiotics and 

the continued proliferation of poverty, crowding, filth and 

unsanitary conditions have bred new enemies.  The 
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brokenness of creation is not so easily mended. 

 The good news is that God is concerned about this and 

has plans for it.  It is God’s will, the will of the One who 

subjected creation in the first place, that creation will be 

rescued from the tyranny of decay and change, that the 

universe will be released from the shackles of mortality, and 

will be restored to its original goodness when once again 

God will look upon all that God has made and say, “It is 

good.”  The groanings of creation are simply the agonies of 

birth.  What is yet to be will come forth from what is, from 

the seeds that are planted waiting for the spring of God to 

awaken their hidden life. 

 This, of course, is not at all obvious.  It is our hope, not 

our observation, and so it is helpful to remember the 

parables of Jesus, specifically that of the mustard seed.  

Regardless of how confusing, confused and opaque the 

present might be it holds the seed of the future, and that 

future which is glorious indeed will reveal the significance of 

what appears at this time to be insignificant, just as the 

mustard tree reveals the significance of the tiny mustard 

seed, just as the resurrection of Jesus gave meaning to his 

life - and to ours. 

 The Good News is not just limited to creation as a 

whole and us as a species within that creation; it is good 

news for us as individuals.  People are groaning too and we 
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need healing for our woundedness. 

 When my brother-in-law was one of the ministers at 

Islington United Church, before the light of the Lord’s Day 

dawned, faceless ones spray-painted symbols and slogans 

on the church’s stone walls.  “God is fear”, they proclaimed.  

Not God is dead, no worse than that, more dreadful than 

that, God is fear.  How awful it must be for someone to feel 

like that!  If God is fear, where can you turn?  Can you do 

anything but scream and strike in mindless anger or cower 

in dispirited trepidation? 

 This too God can overcome.  Not only will creation be 

restored, people, individuals, spray painters, you and I, we 

will be transformed, we will be freed, we will come to realize 

that we are God’s children beloved by the heavenly Parent, 

and in that love is healing of wounds and the eradication of 

fear. 2 

 As with creation the seeds are there in our human 

spirits.  We may not recognize them, we may be confused 

and fearful, but the seeds are there and God will bring them 

to life and fulfillment. 

 Consider the call of Moses, which we read last week.  

Moses was a murderer on the lam.  He had killed an 

Egyptian and then fled to Midian where he hid keeping the 

flock of his father-in-law.  But God hearing the cries of the 

people of Israel in bondage and slavery in Egypt sought out 
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Moses to free them.  Why Moses?  Only God knows!  Moses 

certainly didn’t know.  Moses had only excuse after excuse 

for why he couldn’t go.3 

 It wasn’t a very promising beginning, but Moses went 

and God delivered the people of Israel from bondage in 

Egypt and led them through the wilderness to the promised 

land. 

 Such is the future when it is in God’s hands, great 

things come from small beginnings. 

 God will overcome the limitations of our humanity.  

God will overcome our resistance, our fear, and we will be 

brought with creation to the glorious future, the destiny that 

awaits us. 

 But how do we know that?  Paul says that we have the 

Spirit who is the foretaste of the future, the first fruits of the 

harvest which is to be.  The Spirit assists us in our 

weakness, helps us in our present limitations, comes to the 

aid of our feebleness.  The Spirit begins our restoration to 

God by opening up the channels of communication.  When 

we cannot pray the Spirit prays for us with sighs which are 

beyond words, pleading for us in God’s own way, praying for 

us in those agonizing longings which are beyond words. 

 Unfortunately, the workings of the Spirit are not 

obvious.  If we could see clearly we would not have hope but 

knowledge.  God speaks in whispers. 
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 Do you remember the story of Elijah?  It is during the 

reign of King Ahab who did more to provoke God than all the 

kings of Israel before him.  Ahab served the Canaanite god 

Ba’al and worshipped him.4 

 So God chose Elijah to confront Ahab and the prophets 

of Ba’al.  And what a confrontation it was.  Elijah brought 

rain to a land parched with drought when the prophets of 

Ba’al, the god of rain, could not.  It was all very clear.  Elijah 

outperformed the prophets of Ba’al and so impressed were 

the people that on Elijah’s command they rounded up them 

all up and Elijah slew them with the sword.5 

 It was all very clear.  The people were convinced that 

the future and the present were in the hands of God, the 

God of Elijah.  But then Jezebel, Ahab’s wife, stepped in and 

she sent a messenger to Elijah saying, “By this time 

tomorrow you will be dead.”  And what does Elijah do?  In 

spite of the great clarity of God’s will prior to this, in spite of 

his success, Elijah ran away to hide and to die.  But God 

sought him out and while standing outside his cave on 

Mount Horeb, the mount of God, a wind came.  A great and 

strong wind came and rent the mountains and broke rocks 

into pieces, but God was not in the wind.  And an 

earthquake came and shook the mountain but God was not 

in the earthquake.  And then a fire came, but God was not in 

the fire.  And then there was a still small voice, and in that 
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still small voice, in that whisper was God.6 

 God doesn’t write across the sky, “I love everyone.”  

God doesn’t use a blowhorn to declare steadfast and faithful 

love.  Small things are important.  What seems so 

insignificant at the time is often recognized later as the 

touch of God, the seed of God’s future. 

 Back in 1975 I was a graduate student in Physics.  That 

July I was attending an event called a Christian Ashram up 

at Geneva Park on Lake Couchiching.  It’s a kind of 

evangelical event which includes worship and praise, singing 

and prayer, witnessing and sharing.  During one of the 

worship sessions we were singing.  I was in the back row.  I 

felt a hand on my shoulder trying to get my attention, to 

summon me.  I turned around and no one was there. 

 Just a small thing that.  What do you make of it?  A 

muscle twitch?  My mind playing tricks.  I took it to be the 

call of God into ministry.  I took it as a summons to leap in 

faith and to trust God. 

 That September I was in the theological college 

studying for ministry.  How I wish that God was not so 

subtle.  You should have seen the faces of my family, but 

especially my colleagues and friends, when I shared my 

decision.  Why would you do that?  Sure go to church if you 

want, but why give up your career?  How I wish God was not 

so subtle.  How I wish sometimes that there was more. 
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 But you don’t need more.  You and I already have 

enough.  We have faith, and in that faith is hope, and in that 

hope is encouragement and inspiration in the present and 

the assurance of a future that is glorious. 

 Remember again the parable of the mustard seed, 

“Truly, I say to you, if you have faith as a grain of mustard 

seed, you will be able to move mountains.”7 

 I used to feel guilty when I heard those words.  Surely 

if I had faith, I thought, any faith at all I should be able to 

do great things, I could literally move mountains.  So 

somehow I must have failed; I must be faithless. 

 In Greek there are basically two types of clauses using 

“if”.  One expresses a condition contrary to fact.  “If I were 

you,” but of course I am not you.  The second one expresses 

a condition according to fact.  “If Jesus is our Lord,” which of 

course he is. 

 The statement of Jesus concerning faith is of the 

second type.  It means, “If you had faith [and you do].”  It 

isn’t a reprimand for the absence of faith but rather an 

affirmation of our faith and an invitation to live out the full 

possibilities of that faith.8 

 My faith, your faith, even though as small as a mustard 

seed, is enough.  It cancels out the limitations, the 

impossibilities, the absurdities, the suffering, the pain, the 

confusion of the present time and through God’s Spirit puts 
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us in touch with God who leads us ever onward into our 

glorious destiny. 

 So listen to the Good News:  the future is in God’s 

hands, the future of all creation, our future, my future, your 

future.  God is with us healing our woundedness, mending 

the brokenness of creation and caring for us even when we 

cannot care for ourselves.  Hear that good news and believe 

even if your faith is as a grain of mustard seed, it is enough. 
                                            
1 Genesis 3: 17-19. 
2 1 John 4: 18. 
3 Exodus 2: 23 - 4: 17 
4 1 Kings 16: 29-34. 
5 1 Kings 18. 
6 1 Kings 19: 1-12. 
7 Matthew 17: 20. 
8 Fred B. Craddock, Luke, Interpretation Commentary Series, John Knox Press, Louisville, 1990, 
p.200. 


