
YORK UNITED MINISTRIES 
SUNDAY MAY 23, 2021 

AT NEW HOPE UNITED CHURCH 
PENTECOST SUNDAY 

 
Bold print indicates a congregational response 

*please stand if able 
 

WE GATHER AS GOD’S PEOPLE 
 
Prelude 
 
Words of Welcome   

I greet you in the name of Christ Jesus, who breaks down the dividing 
walls between us.  

 
Life and Work of our Church   
 
Lighting the Christ Candle  

Jesus is our life-giving light and the light is within us. 
 
Call to Worship 
 God declares: “I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh.  Your sons and 
 your daughters shall prophesy. The young shall see visions. The elders 
 shall dream dreams. Both men and women shall prophesy. And everyone 
 who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 
 
*Opening Hymn:  “Spirit of God, Unleashed on Earth” (#207 VU) 
 Spirit of God, unleashed on earth 
 with rush of wind and roar of flame! 
 With tongues of fire saints spread good news; 
 earth, kindling, blazed its loud acclaim. 
 
 You came in power, the church was born; 
 O Holy Spirit, come again! 
 From living waters raise new saints, 
 let new tongues hail the risen Lord. 
 
 With burning words of victory won 
 inspire our hearts grown cold with fear, 
  



 revive in us baptismal grace, 
 and fan our smouldering lives to flame. 

 
Opening Prayer  

Gracious God, you come among your people, as One who fashioned all 
things, who, face-to-face, revealed your knowledge of our lives, and 
whose presence brings assurance and hope. Pour out upon us the Spirit of 
your love so that in hearing and seeing the gifts of this life, we may know 
the way to live in thanksgiving; Loving and merciful God, we do not know 
how to pray as we ought, and we know too well our constant failures to 
do as you have commanded and to hold fast to your word.  Forgive us for 
the divisions we have nurtured and exacerbated. O God of wisdom, guide 
us to your way, keep us in your care, and lead us into peace and faith. 
We trust your word that the Spirit of truth will show us all things and 
grant us courage and peace. Amen. 

 
Response:   Psalm 104 Refrain#1  (#826 VU) 
   Bless, O my soul, the Almighty, who rules all creation. 
  
Words of Assurance  
 People of God, body of Christ, sisters and brothers,  
  the Spirit of God’s truth has come upon creation and upon you,  
  to interpret the mysteries of eternal time.   
 Through the power of the Holy Spirit,  
  in the name of Christ Jesus, our Savior,  
  and by the authority of the church, 
  I declare to you the complete forgiveness of your sin.  
 Be at peace with one another because of God’s mercy. 
  Thanks be to God. 
 
*Affirmation of Faith:  A New Creed 
   We are not alone, we live in God's world. 
 We believe in God: 
  who has created and is creating, 
  who has come in Jesus, 
  the Word made flesh, 
      to reconcile and make new, 
     who works in us and others by the Spirit. 
 We trust in God.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
  



 We are called to be the Church: 
     to celebrate God's presence, 
     to live with respect in Creation, 
     to love and serve others, 
     to seek justice and resist evil, 
     to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, 
     our judge and our hope.  
 In life, in death, in life beyond death, 
     God is with us. We are not alone.  
 Thanks be to God. 
 
Ministry of Music : “Breathe On Us”   (YAYA+ Praise Band)  
 

WE LISTEN FOR THE WORD OF GOD 
 
Prayer for Illumination  

Holy Spirit, come again. As long ago you inspired, astonished, and 
confused the people, come to us now to fill our ears with the sound of 
your breath, fill our eyes with the brilliance of your presence in each 
other, fill our hearts with your good Word. Amen. 

 
Scripture Reading  
Genesis 11:1-9 

Now the whole earth had one language and the same words. 2 And as 
they migrated from the east, they came upon a plain in the land of Shinar 
and settled there. 3 And they said to one another, “Come, let us make 
bricks, and burn them thoroughly.” And they had brick for stone, and 
bitumen for mortar. 4 Then they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city, 
and a tower with its top in the heavens, and let us make a name for 
ourselves; otherwise we shall be scattered abroad upon the face of the 
whole earth.” 5 The LORD came down to see the city and the tower, which 
mortals had built. 6 And the LORD said, “Look, they are one people, and 
they have all one language; and this is only the beginning of what they 
will do; nothing that they propose to do will now be impossible for them. 
7 Come, let us go down, and confuse their language there, so that they 
will not understand one another’s speech.” 8 So the LORD scattered them 
abroad from there over the face of all the earth, and they left off building 
the city. 9 Therefore it was called Babel, because there the LORD 
confused[b] the language of all the earth; and from there the LORD 
scattered them abroad over the face of all the earth. 



Acts 2:1-8, 17 
 When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 
 2 And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent 
 wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3 Divided 
 tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each 
 of them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak 
 in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 

5 Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in 
Jerusalem. 6 And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, 
because each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. 
7 Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are 
speaking Galileans? 8 And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own 
native language?  

17 ‘In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit 
upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream 
dreams. 

 This is the Words of the witness.  
   Thanks be to God. 
 
Response Song: “Psalm 119”   (#840 VU - Refrain #5) 
    Your Word is a lamp for my feet and a light for my path. 
 
Time for Child in All of Us 
 
Reflection: “Vision, Dream, and Prophesy of the Church” 

Music for Silent Reflection  
 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 
 
The Offering of our Gifts and Ourselves 
 Invitation: The Holy Spirit was sent to increase our compassion and to 
 make us glad to spread good news by caring for those in need.   May you 
 enter into the discipline of giving as a work of the Holy Spirit within you. 
 *Doxology: “In Gratitude and Humble Trust”   (#544 VU) 
.   In gratitude and humble trust 
   we bring our best today 
   to serve your cause and share your love 
   with all along life's way. 



  O God, who gave yourself to us 
   in Jesus Christ, your Son, 
   teach us to give ourselves each day 
   until life's work is done. 
 
Prayers of the People1  
 Loving God, we give thanks for all that we have learned from you. Help us 
 to learn to love as you have loved us. Help us to grow beyond narrow 
 views that regard the stranger as an enemy and restrict the scope of your 
 love. Give us instead the embracing love of Jesus, who lived and died that 
 the whole world might be saved. Show us a new path—a path not divided 
 by race or creed, but a path united by love, goodwill, and a concern for 
 the good of all. And so we pray for peace in a world marred by violence, 
 we pray for unity in a world divided by class, borders, race, and religion, 
 we pray for hope in a world that often seems short on good news, we 
 pray for comfort in a world that seems full of tears. Holy God, you have 
 given us your peace—but not as the world gives have you given to us. 
 You have given us the peace of Christ that disturbs us; you have given us 
 a Spirit of restlessness that stirs us from placidness; you have given us a 
 vision of peace and harmony. Help us to move toward that dream, that 
 vision, and let us proclaim your prophesy. God, hear our prayers for those 
 who suffer oppression and discrimination and for those whose lives are 
 narrowed because they oppress and discriminate. We pray for all who 
 lack the necessities of life: not only food, clothing, and shelter but also 
 acceptance, respect, and dignity. And God, hear our silent prayers for the 
 many needs and concerns that weigh heavily on our hearts. We pray in 
 the name of Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

 Now, we are going to pray the Lord’s Prayer. In order to celebrate 
 Pentecost Sunday, many languages contributed; Armenian, Cantonese, 
Italian, Korean, Latin, Mandarin, Fante, French, German and Serbian.  
While reciting the prayer in English, we will be hearing languages other 
than English. Let us recite the Lord’s Prayer together. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer with Languages 
 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
  thy kingdom come; thy will be done  
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread.  
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 Forgive us our trespasses,  
  as we forgive those who trespass against us.   
 And lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil,  
  for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
  forever and ever. Amen. 
 

WE GO FORTH TO LOVE AS CHRISTIANS IN THE WORLD 
 
*Closing Hymn:  ”Wherever You May Go”  (#216 MV) 
  Chorus: 
  Wherever you may go, I will follow,  
  and your people shall be my people too, 
  Wherever you may go, I will follow,  
  For I would be faithful, loyal and true. 
  
 Say the word and I will stay, I will never go away, 
 We will travel side by side, And God’s love will be our guide.   
  Chorus: 
 
 From beginning to the end, I will always be your friend, 
 When you need me I’ll be there, You can trust my faithful care.  
  Chorus: 
 
Blessing and Sending Forth  

The Holy Spirit has come to inhabit this world 
  with freedom, truth, and understanding.  
And the Holy Spirit pours the spirit upon each and every one of us  
   to give visions, dreams, and prophesy for the future of the church,  
  inter-acting many cultures and traditions over the world. 
May the grace of Jesus Christ, the love of God  
   and the diversity of the Holy Spirit be with you always!  

Amen.  
 
Postlude  
 
 

 
  



York United Ministries Announcements 
 
Worship Service  
All services will be recorded in advance and posted to YouTube on Sunday 
morning.  Today’s service was pre-recorded at York Pines United Church. 
There will be no on-site services on Sundays until further notice. The video 
clip can be found at: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCL772mvVOna2VqaLlmkQsNw?view 
as=subscriber.  You may subscribe to the channel and turn on notifications 
in order to be informed automatically, or check out the church webpages or 
Facebook pages. You may click “LIKE” button or leave your comments on 
the online services to encourage each other. 
 
Zoom Gathering 
Zoom Gatherings have been suspended for at least the next couple of 
weeks.  Thus, there will be no zoom coffee time for New Hope members this 
Sunday, nor at King City on the 30th. 
 
Pentecost Sunday Voice Recordings in Other Languages 
Thank you for your contribution. It will be used in the worship service today. 
 
YUM Ukulele Class 
The 8 virtual lessons were well attended and went well. The participants are 
preparing a special song for the worship service. The following lessons for 
the people who are comfortable in daytime are arranged:  June 7, 10, 14, 
17 from 11:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
 
YAYA - YTB Q-Box Series  
Q-Box Series are being updated. YAYA people, please check the YUM 
YouTube channel. 
 
Visitation Worship 
Rev. Andrew Lee is offering pastoral visitation with a short worship service. 
With proper physical distance, he will visit your driveway or backyard and 
share stories, Scriptures, hymns, and prayers. If you are comfortable and 
interested, please contact your church office or Rev. Lee.  
 
New Hope United Church Fundraiser – Frozen Meal Program: Thanks 
for supporting this initiative. It has been very successful. Stay tuned for the 
deadline for ordering meals for delivery in July.  
 
 



Offering 
Thank you for sending your offerings to the churches. Your offerings 
support the ministry of the church and have been much appreciated.  
Please mail a cheque to your church directly, or make an e-transfer:  
kcuc@bellnet.ca; yorkpinesuc@gmail.com; newhopeunited@bellnet.ca. 
 
Reading & Writing Isaiah (Daily Devotionals) 
“While physical training is of some value, godliness is valuable in every 
way.” (1Timothy 4:8) Let’s write our journal with the Bible verses every day 
as a form of individual spiritual exercises. Handwriting the verses given and 
your own short reflection time are encouraged. The Bible passages are 
provided each week in the bulletin. 

• Monday, May 24 – Isaiah 61:1 
• Tuesday, May 25 – Isaiah 61:2 
• Wednesday, May 26 – Isaiah 61:3 
• Thursday, May 27 – Isaiah 61:8-9 
• Friday, May 28 – Isaiah 6:10 
• Saturday, May 29 – Isaiah 6:11 
 

YUM Calendar (May) 
May 25 New Hope UC Council Meeting 
May 27 King City UC Council Meeting 
May 31 Oversight Team Meeting, 7:30 pm 
 

Worship Schedule  
 

 May 23 May 30 June 6 June 13 

Preacher Rev. Andrew 
Lee 

Rick McKinley Rev. Andrew  
Lee 

 

Rev. Bill Fritz 

Location New Hope UC King City UC York Pines UC New Hope UC 

Announcements Thom Stenson Sheryl Sinka   

Scripture Reading Lisa Smith Maria Ongaro   

Choir YAYA+ Praise 
Band 

Faith Archer 

John Kell  YAYA+ Praise 
Band 

 
Music Director Sunny Rakovac Rosemary 

Karunaratne 
Ted Anderson Sunny Rakovac 

Church  Pentecost 
Sunday 

Trinity Sunday Second After 
Pentecost 

Third After 
Pentecost 

UCC/YUM 
Calendar 

Asian Heritage 
Month 4 

 

Asian Heritage 
Month 5 

Environment 

Union Sunday  



Sunday 

Liturgical Color Red Red Red Red 

 

Minute for Mission by Mission & Service 

“Whenever you deprive a community of its language, you automatically 
deprive it of its culture.”  

On Pentecost, diverse languages proclaimed the presence of God’s Spirit. 
So it’s the perfect day to celebrate the glorious variety of languages and 
cultures God blesses the world through, including Deaf culture. 

Few churches welcome and include people who are Deaf. That’s why your 
gifts  
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through Mission & Service support the Quinte Deaf Fellowship in Belleville, 
Ontario. Since its inception in 2007, the fellowship has provided a point of 
cultural and spiritual connection for people who are Deaf and a place to 
celebrate Deaf culture. 

When Peter Skarp visits a friend or attends a club, every conversation 
begins and ends with a hug. That’s not unusual in his circles. “It’s just 
something we all do,” explains the 
Canadian Hearing Service staff member. 
He continues to share insights about Deaf 
culture, identity, norms, and rules of 
behaviour. “Deaf people value their eyes 
because they are their window on the 
world and their hands because they are 
extremely important tools,” he says. 

History has not always recognized Deaf 
culture or considered sign language important. Did you know that in 1880, 
164 deaf educators from eight countries gathered to make the landmark 
education decision that would ban sign language from classrooms around 



the world? Then it was decided that oral (lip-reading) education was better 
than manual (sign) education. 

“Whenever you deprive a community of its language, you automatically 
deprive it of its culture,” says Phil Wilson, a United Church minister whose 
father wasn’t allowed to use sign language in residential school. Wilson, 
whose parents were Deaf, considers American Sign Language his mother 
tongue. “I consider myself bicultural,” he says. 

The COVID-19 pandemic has been especially hard on Deaf communities. 
Isolation rules make it challenging to access health care, support programs, 
and basic information. Online learning is also an issue. 

“While some provinces provide online learning opportunities, unless a 
qualified teacher who is proficient in sign language is available, these are 
often not accessible to Deaf children and youth,” says the Canadian 
Association of the Deaf in a statement(opens in a new tab). 

Language matters. Especially now. Your generous support through Mission 
& Service means Quinte Deaf Fellowship continues to be a place of 
belonging, connection, advocacy, and care when it is needed most. Thank 
you. 

 

 


