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Prayer for Illumination  

Holy Spirit, come again. As you inspired, astonished, and confused the 

people long ago, come to us now to fill our ears with the sound of your 
breath, to fill our eyes with the brilliance of your presence in each other, 

and to fill our hearts with your good Word. Amen. 
 
Scripture Reading  

Genesis 11:1-9 

Now the whole earth had one language and the same words. 2 And as they 
migrated from the east, they came upon a plain in the land of Shinar and 

settled there. 3 And they said to one another, “Come, let us make bricks, 
and burn them thoroughly.” And they had brick for stone, and bitumen for 

mortar. 4 Then they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city, and a tower 
with its top in the heavens, and let us make a name for ourselves; 

otherwise we shall be scattered abroad upon the face of the whole earth.” 
5 The LORD came down to see the city and the tower, which mortals had 

built. 6 And the LORD said, “Look, they are one people, and they have all 

one language; and this is only the beginning of what they will do; nothing 
that they propose to do will now be impossible for them. 7 Come, let us go 

down, and confuse their language there, so that they will not understand 
one another’s speech.” 8 So the LORD scattered them abroad from there 

over the face of all the earth, and they left off building the city. 9 Therefore 
it was called Babel, because there the LORD confused the language of all 

the earth; and from there the LORD scattered them abroad over the face of 
all the earth. 

 
Acts 2:1-8, 17 

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 
2 And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent 

wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3 Divided 
tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each 

of them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak 
in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 



2 
 

Rev. Andrew K. Lee 
BA, MDiv, IFM/STM, ThM, DSD, PhD(c) 

 

5 Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in 

Jerusalem. 6 And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, 
because each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. 
7 Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking 
Galileans? 8 And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native 

language?  

17 ‘In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit 
upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 

and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream 
dreams. 

 This is the Words of the witness.  

   Thanks be to God. 

 

<Children’s Time> 

 Hello my friends! We have such a great season to enjoy 

outside. In this beautiful season, churches are celebrating a very 

special moment, called Pentecost. Some of you already know this, 

but let me explain. 

(The PowerPoint starts) 

 You know, Jesus resurrected from the grave and many 

disciples met him and saw Jesus ascend to heaven.  After the 

ascension, the disciples were somewhat perplexed. But soon, 

they decided to gather and pray and worship God. And one day, 

while they were praying, very strange things happened. They 

heard a heavy sound of wind and something like fire came upon 

their heads. They were really surprised but they didn’t stop. They 

sincerely prayed to God and felt a deeper joy.  And then another 

strange thing happened: They were able to pray with many 

languages. You know, learning French takes a long time from our 
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French class. But Jesus’ disciples were able to speak languages 

other than their mother tongue in a moment. The Bible says it is 

a miracle of the Holy Spirit. And that had happened only in their 

prayers. Other people who heard their many languages slowly 

gathered towards the room and wanted to know what happened 

in that room. And they saw that the disciples were speaking 

foreign languages in prayer. All were surprised and amazed at the 

scene, and the disciples shared what happened to them. With this 

amazing incident, many people called them Christians and 

became Jesus’ disciple; they came and gathered with the Bible, 

praise, and sharing foods.  

(The PowerPoint ends) 

 This was how the Holy Spirit started working with Christians 

after Jesus’ resurrection, and now we called it Pentecost. Isn’t it 

interesting? The Holy Spirit surely poured and is pouring the spirit 

to the sincere and faithful people. And I hope you are one of 

them, one of the blessed ones by the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit 

be with you! Amen! 

 

<Reflection> 

 Today, we celebrate Pentecost as the birthday of Christian 

church, because, since Pentecost, Israelites started calling Jesus’ 

disciples “Christians.” Originally Israelites celebrated fifty days 

following the festival of Passover. That is, it was a harvest festival 
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and eventually came to commemorate the giving of the law at 

Sinai.  

 Many things happened in Pentecost, but the most 

outstanding one is the descending of the Holy Spirit with tongues 

in prayer. Acts chapter 2 describes it in detail. Let me read it for 

you again. It says, “1 When the day of Pentecost had come, they 

were all together in one place.” They gathered in a place. There, 

they prayed for the kingdom of God. While they prayed with all 

their hearts, all of a sudden, from heaven, there came a sound 

like the rush of a violent wind, and it spread throughout the 

entire house. 

 The spirit’s manifestation as wind, fire, or in-breaking of 

heaven is not very new. We know of similar scenes in creation, 

exodus, Jesus’ baptism, and the tearing of the temple curtain at 

his crucifixion. These are all about God’s intention to break open, 

tear down, and make new. The mighty wind and the tongues of 

flame that fell upon the disciples in Acts 2 are continuations of 

this work.  

 It is not very new to read the miracle, but it must’ve been 

an amazing moment for the disciples who came to pray in 

unknown languages. The Bible says, “A tongue rested on each of 

them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to 

speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.” You 

may agree that learning other languages besides our own native 

tongue cannot be that easy. However, Jesus’ disciples, whom I 
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used to envy, could speak languages other than their own. Of 

course they certainly did not understand what they spoke. In any 

case, their prayers were understandable for other Jews from 

every nation. Scattered Jews who lived in other nations heard 

their own native language. Parthians, Medes, Elamites, 

Mesopotamia, Judea, Cappadocia, Pontus, Asia, Phrygia, 

Pamphylia, Egypt, Libya, Rome, Cretans, and Arabs; they all were 

gathered to the prayer room. Why? Because they heard their 

native language.  

 Let’s think about this. I’d like to share my experience a few 

years ago. I had a chance to visit the city of Perry Sound. Most of 

the people there were expectedly speaking English, of course. Not 

Chinese, not Korean, not German. I only expected to hear English. 

While I was walking down to the street in the city, I heard the 

Korean language: “안녕하세요, 페리사운드에 오신 것을 환영합니다” 

That means, “Hello! Welcome to Perry Sound.” As soon as I 

unexpectedly heard my language, I literally froze, turned towards 

the sound of the voice, and tried to find the origin of the sound. 

This is hard to explain why, but God made us that way.  

 Similarly, the Jews who were living in other nations and 

visited Jerusalem for the Passover festival noticed a very strange 

thing; they heard their own language with strange accents. Some 

of them felt confused, and some surprised, some perplexed and 

some amazed. They questioned one another, “What does this 

mean?” Yes, we can say, as the Bible says, speaking with tongues 
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is the sign of the descending of the Holy Spirit. God allowed this 

mysterious thing to Jesus’ disciples for a very special purpose. It 

was not just to show off their mysterious ability to other Jews, 

but for a special reason and purpose. Like the Jews from other 

nations, I also focused on their question for a long time, “What 

does this mean?” “What is the meaning of this mysterious 

inexplicable happening?”  

 Interestingly enough, we know about the story of languages 

in the Bible, which is a story of the tower of Babel in Genesis 

chapter 11. Genesis explains that the whole earth had one 

language and the same words, and also explains how the 

languages had split. A long time ago, people gathered from the 

east and settled in the land of Shinar. They spoke the same 

language, so they communicated very well. They decided to build 

up a big and tall structure with bricks. They called the tower 

Babel, meaning “the Gate of God.” One day, the LORD came 

down to see the city and the tower and decided to confuse their 

language in order to stop them from challenging divinity. So, the 

LORD scattered their language and residency. Whenever I read 

this story, I feel sorry because if God hadn’t confused the human 

words, I wouldn’t have had to study English and French. Putting 

behind this unrealistic daydream, I found very interesting 

comparisons on language in the Bible.  
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Genesis 11 Acts 2 

Curse and 

punishment 

Signs of blessing 

Destruction of 

human pride 

The descending of 

the Holy Spirit 

Lost their human 

power 

Got divine power 

Scattered all over 

the world 

Scattered all over 

the world 

Lived for their own 

well-being 

Lived for God’s sake 

 

In Genesis chapter 11, the splitting of language was a curse and 

punishment from God. However, in Acts chapter 2 speaking many 

languages becomes a sign of the descending of the Holy Spirit. In 

other words, the language story in Acts is a blessing from God. It 

was not a curse. In Genesis, when God split the languages, they 

lost their human power, and they scattered all over the world for 

their own purpose. In Acts, when the Holy Spirit came upon them 

with tongues, they got divine power, and scattered all over the 

world not for their own well-being, but for God’s sake.  

 The event of languages was a sign of God’s blessing and the 

descending of the Holy Spirit. They got divine power and 

scattered all over the world but they lived for God’s sake 

throughout their lives. This divine blessing metaphorically proves 
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that we have to be scattered in this world with many languages. 

That is the re-confirmation from God that all authority in heaven 

and on earth has been given to the disciples.  

 The sign of the descending of the Holy Spirit re-assured 

Jesus’ disciples that they were encouraged to go to all nations 

who speak languages other than Hebrew because God is not only 

for Jews but for all the nation, all the living beings and the 

universe. It must have been a stunning moment because the 

spirit animates a diversity in language that contrasts with the 

homogeneity of the disciples in every other respect. The word of 

God not only transcends cultural barriers, but it arrives in the 

particular language of each listener.  

 Modern people are gradually learning that in an age of 

increasing cultural diversity in modern world, intercultural society 

and intercultural church is a must for the authentic human 

communion that God pursues.  

 In this context, we now can understand properly the Book of 

Joel in the Old Testament, which is quoted in Acts chapter 2. It 

really does interpret for the future figure of Christian churches: 

We read, “17 ‘In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will 

pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your 

daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see 

visions, and your old men shall dream dreams.”  

When you dream a dream all by yourself, it must be just a dream. 

When you share your dream with others it becomes a vision. And 
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when you proclaim the vision with divine wisdom, it becomes a 

prophesy. What would be the vision for the future of Christian 

churches? Particularly in our Canadian context and our York 

United Ministries? Would that vision be intercultural? And 

wouldn’t our harmonious unity be the model of other churches in 

the world? Where on earth can we find a model of Christian 

church of intercultural diversity in the world?  

 Sisters and brothers! You may haven’t notice how we, 

Canadian churches are doing great works for the future vision in 

terms of intercultural diversity. And the churches around the 

world take our Canadian churches as a model of their future. 

Regardless of noticing that, we are surely living in the dream, 

vision, and prophesy of Pentecost.  

 Therefore brothers, sisters, and friends! Take heart and do 

not be afraid of the changes and challenges for the future of 

church because the Holy Spirit pours the divine power upon our 

every step. God is with us, and the Holy Spirit is working with us! 

Amen.  


