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Prayer for Illumination 

O Lord, you are our God. By the power of your Holy Spirit, teach us through your 

Word to follow after you. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

 

 

Scripture Reading 

Hebrews 9:11–15, Christ, the High Priest of good things. 

11 But when Christ came as a high priest of the good things that have come, then 

through the greater and perfect tent (not made with hands, that is, not of this 

creation), 12 he entered once for all into the Holy Place, not with the blood of goats 

and calves, but with his own blood, thus obtaining eternal redemption. 13 For if the 

blood of goats and bulls, with the sprinkling of the ashes of a heifer, sanctifies those 

who have been defiled so that their flesh is purified, 14 how much more will the blood 

of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish to God, purify 

our conscience from dead works to worship the living God! 15 For this reason he is the 

mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are called may receive the promised 

eternal inheritance, because a death has occurred that redeems them from the 

transgressions under the first covenant. 

 This is the witness of Jesus Christ. 

  Thanks be to God. 
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< Time for the Children in All of Us> 

      Dance with the Spirit early in the morning; walk with the Spirit throughout the long 

day. Work and hope for the new life a-bornin’, listen to the Spirit to show you the way! 

  

     Hello, my friends! Today I’ll introduce a game 

called Ddak-Ji-Chee-Kee. It is similar to playing 

pogs and was introduced as the recruiting game 

in the Netflix show “Squid Game.”  

 

Look at this picture. It was recently taken in 

Times Square in New York, and people are 

playing Ddak-Ji-Chee-Kee. This is a Ddak-Ji, 

and Chee-Kee means beating. Here, you choose yours. The purpose of this game is to 

flip over your opponent’s Ddak-Ji by hitting the opponent’s. To start the game, we 

should decide who is going to go first. If the opponent’s Ddak-Ji turns over, you win. If 

not, your opponent will have the chance to hit your Ddak-Ji. I’ll give you golden bars – 

actually, they are dark chocolates–  and the winner will get both the other players’ Ddak-

Ji and all their gold bars. Let’s play! 

          

 Now you are the winner of Ddack-Ji-Chee-Kee, so you have all the Ddack-Ji and 

the golden bars. Yay! I’ll give you the last instruction: Now, you must equally give out all 

your Ddak-Ji and the gold bars to your opponents. That’s it. Did you have fun? How do 

you feel? Do you think it is unfair to the winner? Well, that is an aspect of the divine rule 

of the game. 

          

 The kingdom of God is sometimes entirely unreasonable for us to understand. 

When I was young, I felt tough to understand the relation between my redemption and 

Jesus’ crucifixion. It is like, Jesus died 2000 years ago, and I committed my sin in the 

21st century, then how could his crucifixion and his blood forgive my sin and save my 

soul? We have quite big gaps between the 21st century and the Jewish practice in 

religion. I can’t explain it in a few words, but one thing I can tell: We need to understand 
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how the Israelites thought 2000 years ago, and Jesus adaptively reacted to how they 

understood the world. The understanding of the Kingdom of Heaven is the same. It may 

sound somewhat unfair for the winner of the game because the winner was asked to 

give the acquisitions out equally to the players. We should understand that God 

sometimes severely challenges our game rules and our understandings in our life. Don’t 

worry, my friends. I’m not forcing you to accept it. Instead, I’d like to give you some time 

to think it over, and for now, I bless you. May God lead you to know the rule of the 

Kingdom of God. God bless you, my friends! 

 

 <Reflection> 

 

         My sermon title today is “The Neo-Squid Game.” It’s about a revised version of 

Squid Game. In order to talk about the revised version, we must know the original 

version of the game. Do you know “Squid Game” in 

the Netflix? How many people have 

watched/completed the series? 

 Then, have you heard of Squid Game? OK: no 

worries. I’ll walk you 

through what it is. Squid Game is a Netflix series: it is about a 

deadly tournament of 456 adults playing Korean traditional 

children’s games in the hopes of winning $45,600,000. When a 

person is eradicated, a giant piggy bank collects $100,000. So 

people who survived are motivated to win the games by looking 

at the amount of money. The scenes are filled with bloody 

cruelty, which I do not really like. The whole episode uses the 

Korean language; that is, most of the people in the world recognize it as a foreign 

language. But the thing is, this Squid Game series brought a worldwide sensation. The 

statistics of Netflix show that Squid Game hits No.1 in the 84 Netflix servicing countries. 

Why is that so? Why is the world crazy for this bloody and cruel drama? Two things I’d 

like to name. 
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         First, it’s weird and scary but has fun. This is like a Halloween Party. I guess you 

enjoyed Halloween stuffs, like “trick-or-treating”. Most people do not like seeing a 

human skull, but some people put fake blood on their bodies or wear costumes of horror, 

and this play gives us some level of courage to face the cruelty or evils: I’m not too fond 

of it, though. And as I said, the Squid Game gives fun by introducing traditional Korean 

games in the show, which you are not familiar with. I’ll teach you when we create the 

time and space for that. Trust me, I’m an expert of the games, so you may invite your 

people to church, saying, “Hey, come and join us. Our minister will host Game 

Extravaganza in Squid Game!”Actually I’m offering these games for the youth next 

month.  Anyways, in the show, Squid Game, adults are playing kid’s games deadly 

seriously, and it is also a comedic part of the series. 

          

 Second, many characters in the show have their own life stories, which explain 

the weakness of our society and modern humans. It reveals the tragedy and 

misfortunes of the lower class of society. They all are desperate to have money due to 

their failures in life, so they voluntarily join the bloody game because they think that is 

the only way to solve their problems.  

 

         Besides these two generalized reasons, there are shocking and unexpected 

scenes. As I said, 456 people are trying their best to win or pass the game. They know 

that they would die when they cannot pass the game, and they know that only the final 

winner or winners would get the money at the end of the game. They all know the only 

way to survive is to win the games. But in the episodes, the drama writer continually 

leaks moments that nullify the rule of the cruel games.  

 

 Look at this picture: The instructions of the game 

were to pair up, and these two ladies become partners. 

They think that they can beat any team when they co-

operate. They were confident because they were fast 

and brilliant. They seemed to be a perfect match as a 

team. With confidence, they waited the instruction for the 
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next game. But the following instruction from the game designer announces that all the 

participants have to play a game against their partner, not other teams. They were 

shocked by the announcement for a moment; they were speechless. The two young 

ladies decide to prolong the start of the game by having a chat. They share their life 

stories and the desperate reasons they joined the game. After a long and frank 

conversation, one of the ladies voluntarily gives up in the game because she feels her 

partner has more reasons to win.  

 

 This younger man is the main character, Ki-

Hoon. He has shown his hospitality and generosity 

to the older man during the games. When all the 

participants are asked to find the partners, this old 

man is not able to find any partners because he 

looks weak. Nobody wants to take risks to have this 

old man as a partner. The main character Ki-hoon hesitates for a moment, but 

eventually he approaches the old man and they became partners for the game. They 

rely on each other without knowing that they had to play against each other. At the end 

of that game, the older man willingly loses the game for Ki-Hoon.  

 

 In the last game, two people remain. The main 

character, Ki-Hoon and his old friend Sang-Woo. They 

have a brutal fight for the money, and the main 

character Ki-Hoon knocks his old friend down. Now 

when Ki-Hoon walks to the round area of the head, he 

would win and get all of the money. Then his old friend, 

Sang-Woo, would die. All of a sudden, the main character Ki-Hoon recognizes the 

inhumanity of the game, and he voluntarily gives up the game and gives up the money 

in order to save his friend’s life. 

 

  Of course, there are evil characters, but on 

the verge of critical moments, characters react 
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unexpectedly. The point is that their unexpected reaction nullifies the rule of the cruel 

game. We can assume that is the genuine intention of the director of the drama.  

 

 Our reality is as brutal as Charles Darwin says; it has been ruled by “The Law of 

the Jungle” or “Survival of the Fittest.” However, the general rules are being challenged, 

modified, and inspired by unexpected values of love, hope, sacrifice, compassion, 

justice, and humanity. In the drama, they are finding inexplicable humanity and, 

therefore, divinity. 

 

         I’d like to expand these values with the Scripture. The Hebrew Scripture today 

says in verse 12, “he entered once for all into the Holy Place, not with the blood of goats 

and calves, but with his own blood, thus obtaining eternal redemption.” This verse is 

central in the passage and is about the finality of eternal salvation. It describes a 

contrast between the sacrificial practices of the high priest in the Old Testament and the 

sacrifice of Jesus. It also explains the distinction between the old covenant with God 

and the new. When the Israelites understand God, they have a unique mindset: God 

and they have a relationship with the covenant. And when they commit sins, innocent 

sacrificial blood is needed to be free from their sins. I’ll preach deeply on these topics 

someday, but today it is sufficient enough to mention them. Their unique approach to 

faith has constructed Christianity outstanding, and the pure, innocent blood of Jesus 

signifies our redemption in Christianity. Therefore, the cross and Jesus’ crucifixion is the 

central theme in the New Testament. What does Jesus’ cross mean to Christians? What 

are the values of the cross? The cross is almost everything in Christianity: Love, 

sacrifice, Jesus’ humbleness, mediation between God and sinful humans and mediation 

of the new covenant, redemption, resurrection and eternal life.  

  

 Our reality is overflowed with human lust and greed. Indeed, life-killing bloody 

cruelties and power games in Squid Game flow everywhere. It seems we all are trapped 

by inhumane sinfulness that pushes us to a never-ending insatiable “Hunger Game”; 

however, the blood of Jesus Christ is life-giving, and we have received and inherited the 

pure blood from Jesus: The blood is in you: The Spirit is in us. The fact that we have the 
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Spirit in us means that we have Jesus’ reforming and subversive spirit in us. Jesus’ 

spirit of resistance reforms the world and nullifies the rules of the world. Jesus shows 

and teaches that. Therefore, as the inheritance of Jesus, we Christians are different. We 

can’t be the same. We all are in the world, and we all are struggling, but we know that 

we can fight and pray at the same time.  

 

 Brothers and sisters! We are different because God sent Jesus Christ to us and 

showed us different ways. We are called to be the church, meaning we are called to co-

operate to build the Kingdom of God, meaning we are called to serve others voluntarily, 

and we are called to resist the evil, the rule of Squid Game. In the course of living out 

God’s Word, we sometimes experience difficulties; we may be confronted with 

challenges, or even some level of sacrifice. When the hardships and challenges come, 

be joyful because you are being confirmed as authentic Christians. Authentic Christians 

can love truly, serve humbly, and sacrifice freely. That love, service, and sacrifice can 

bring changes. Therefore, sisters and brothers, let’s create new rules of the game; let’s 

suggest a new-Squid Game; let’s claim a new way of life in the world as Jesus showed 

us. Unexpected benevolent action and reaction will change yourself, your family, and 

our community. And we are continually called and inspired by the Holy Spirit even in this 

moment. Sister and brothers, God is calling you; God is calling you every one of us. Let 

us listen to the voice. Let us pray silently.  


