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Prayer for Illumination 

Eternal God, whose Word silences the shouts of the mighty: Quiet within us every voice 

but your own.  Speak to us through the suffering and death of Jesus Christ, that by the 

power of your Holy Spirit we may receive grace to show Christ’s love in lives given to 

your service. Amen. 

 

   John 4:19-24, 12:12-15 

19 “Sir,” the woman said, “I can see that you are a prophet. 20 Our ancestors worshiped 

on this mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where we must worship is in 

Jerusalem.” 

21 “Woman,” Jesus replied, “believe me, a time is coming when you will worship the 

Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22 You Samaritans worship what you 

do not know; we worship what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23 Yet a time 

is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in the 

Spirit and in truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. 24 God is spirit, 

and his worshipers must worship in the Spirit and in truth.” 

12 The next day the great crowd that had come for the festival heard that Jesus was on 

his way to Jerusalem. 13 They took palm branches and went out to meet him, shouting, 

“Hosanna!” 

“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!” 

“Blessed is the king of Israel!” 
14 Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, as it is written: 
15 “Do not be afraid, Daughter Zion; 

    see, your king is coming, 

    seated on a donkey’s colt.”  

This is the Word of the Lord.              R: Thanks be to God. 
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 Good morning everyone. I must say: How are you? Due to the 

physical distance that we are keeping, other ways of communication are 

creatively developing to express and share stories, news, and even jokes 

by phone and e-mail. Among the innovative jokes under this situation, I 

remember a one from a parent who posted on Facebook: “My house is now 

holding home schooling, having two students. One has suspended and the 

other has just been kicked out. The teacher is having free time.” 

 Adults and students are staying at home as much as we can, so the 

periods of self-isolation these days are time with family. It is as if we are 

characters in a movie that shows the importance of family when they 

unexpectedly experience hardships such as a tsunami during a vacation or 

a typhoon during a cruise trip. Like a typical storyline of disaster movies, 

hardships awaken the love between lovers or among family members. 

They help each other, save each other and even sacrifice their lives for 

their loved ones, revitalizing the love that they have shared. How about you? 

Does this time of unpleasant self-isolation bring a revitalization of family 

bonds or at least a reminder of the relationships with friends and neighbors? 

For Christians, the most painful experience nowadays would be the fact 

that we cannot gather together in a church. Since the pandemic, we are 

experiencing an epidemic virus. And now we can’t go to a place for worship. 

And this awkward situation reminds us of how worship in the church has 

been precious for Christians.  

 While reflecting on the valued experience of worship, I brought a 

teaching about worship from the Gospel of John today.   

When traveling from Judea on the way to Galilee, Jesus happened to pass 

by the city of Sychar in Samaria. It was at noon when he initiated a 

conversation with a woman. After a conversation that revealed the hidden 
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side of her life, she wanted to know about worship. She said, “ 20 Our 

ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you Jews claim that the place 

where we must worship is in Jerusalem.” What she said was about worship: 

precisely speaking, the place of worship. She was a Samaritan; that is, a 

Diaspora Jews and she had a great concern about the place of worship.  

The mountain that she mentioned is Mt. Gerizim, a.k.a. the mountain of 

blessing.1 While Jews worship God in Jerusalem, Diaspora Jews worship 

God in Mt. Gerizim because Jews wouldn’t let them in. 

 The woman was fervently religious and, for her, the place of worship 

was one of the biggest issues because she wanted to know which temple 

truly holds divinity. We shouldn’t laugh at her question. Diaspora Jews have 

a long history of inferiority to Jews over who can go to the Jerusalem 

temple. Jesus’ answer was a surprising one, He says, “neither Mt. Gerizim 

nor Jerusalem you will worship the Father, and the time is coming. 

Samaritans worship what you do not know; we worship what we do know, 

for salvation is from the Jews.”  

 Although Jesus said Jews worship what Jews do know, shortly after, 

Jesus emphasized that even Jews don’t know what true worship is. True 

worship is not about the place but about the spirit and the truth. Neither 

Samaritans nor Jews know what the true meaning of worship is. We 

understand that. The important thing about worship is not about the place 

or building but about where our heart and mind lie. It’s about our 

authenticity of the worship. To us, this is a given. However, it was a 

groundbreaking enlightenment for the Diaspora woman in Sychar.  

In these verses, one thing catches my attention: timelines. Jesus proposed 

an interesting explanation. He says “A time is coming” in verse 21, and “a 
                                                           
1
 Deuteronomy 11:29. 
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time is coming and has now come” in 23. These notions are somewhat 

paradoxically mixed and confused. The tenses of the verbs are being used 

in a present continuous form that represents the status of future, and also a 

present perfect form that represents the status from an unknown past, 

present, and an unknown future. This is like when Jesus explains the 

Kingdom of God, his explanation paradoxically presents an “already but not 

yet” tense. In other words, the completion of the Kingdom of heaven will 

come, and yet it has already started within us. His explanations of mixed 

tenses and paradoxical speaking intensify the dynamic of the Kingdom of 

God. And so does worship: You are worshipping God in Jerusalem and on 

Mt. Gerizim; however, you are going to worship God in the Spirit and in 

truth, and the time has come. God is seeking true worshippers. 

 I have to tell you a few things about the characteristics of God. God is 

seeking true worshippers. Who is the seeker? It is God who seeks true 

worshippers. If God is an impersonalized, static, and unmovable mover, 

God shouldn’t have any actions with intention. Conversely, according to 

Jesus, it is very clear that God has an intention, intention which is 

eschatological, dynamic and active, so God is seeking true worshippers. 

Interestingly enough, in Gospel John chapter 1, God was known as the 

Word and logos. Hellenistic philosophy also understands divinity as logos 

or the ultimate truth; however, John re-describes God as a moving dynamic 

personalized divinity who seeks true worshippers. Yes, that’s right. The 

God whom we’ve met is not a static unmovable mover, but a lively active 

one with intention and personality. And the Bible reassures that God is a 

living one with divine intention. 

 In Jesus’ word, true worshippers are not temple goers, neither in 

Jerusalem nor Mt. Gerizim, but worshippers in the Spirit and in truth.  
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Then what would true worship be? What does it mean by worship in the 

Spirit and in truth? We can get a hint in the passage that “God is Spirit” 

which is another characteristic of God from the New Testament. In fact God 

is described in several ways in the New Testament: “God is love”2 “God is a 

consuming fire,”3 “God is light,”4 and, as we read, “God is Spirit.”5 

 When God is Spirit as John chapter 4 writes, Jesus is saying that the 

characteristic of God is omnipresent and is having clear divine intention. 

Therefore, both true worship and to worship in the Spirit and in truth are 

about knowing God who is everywhere and who has a dynamic intention to 

seek true worshippers. This teaching awakened the Samaritan woman to a 

level of understanding in faith and made her an agent of Jesus.  

 Jesus’ teaching of God and worship gives the profound source of 

sustaining power in the time of persecution in Christian history. After Jesus’ 

crucifixion, the early churches had to endure the 

persecution by the Roman Empire. Escaping the 

persecution, Christians made Catacombs  

where they lived in or gathered in to 

worship God. They used the symbol ichthus for the 

password to enter. I remember when I visited Jerusalem 

I had a chance to enter into one of the catacombs. It 

was deep, dark, narrow, humid, stinky, and very hard to pass by other 

people. In the center, there was a cross inscribed on a wall in the bigger 

space where Christians must’ve gathered. Early Christians had voluntarily 

risked their lives to worship God in the dark small space in response to the 

                                                           
2
 In 1 John 4:8 

3
 Hebrew 12:29 

4
 1 John 1:5 

5
 John 4:24 

http://endic.naver.com/enkrEntry.nhn?entryId=1c7f9bb3f6834cf7bf417ccec794b612
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omnipresent God who seeks genuine worshippers. Their endurance 

against the life threatening persecution has formed Christianity, and we are 

the descendants of that faith tradition.  

 How could they be tolerant in that situation? How could they keep 

their faith against the fear of persecution? And how could they celebrate 

the joy of Jesus’ resurrection that overcomes the power of death? What if 

they celebrated Palm Sunday in the catacombs?  

Wherever God calls in whatever situation, even under the threats of life, 

Christians have worshipped God. And that tradition of faith asks us what 

our worship looks like in the 21st century.  

 Sisters and Brothers, from today Holy Week starts for 7 days and 

next Sunday is Easter. Unlike the Holy Week and Easter that we’ve ever 

celebrated, we cannot gather in our church sanctuary. It is such a sad and 

awkward experience; however, in the near future, when the pandemic crisis 

passes, we’ll have time to look back on this Holy Week and Easter. And 

we’ll recall how we reacted, attended, and worshipped God against the 

periods of quarantine and the periods of the test of faith.  

 Even in the time of pandemic, spring has come and flowers bloom. 

Even in the time of self-isolation in our catacombs, we celebrate the coming 

of the Lord, exclaiming “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of 

the Lord! Hosanna!” Let’s raise your voice together, “Hosanna! Blessed is 

he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna!” One more time, don’t be 

shy: “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! 

Hosanna!” Let us endure together in this time of trial, the time of testing, 

and the time of patience, celebrating the omnipresent God who vigorously 

seeks true worshippers. Will you be a true worshipper? Let us pray silently. 


